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TO THE MO'ST 
gray ct 9 FATHER 


m God, Ricnary, Lord 


Archbiſhop of (anterbury his Grace, 
Primate and Metropolirane of all 


England,avd one of bis Maieſties 
" moſt wa ————_ 
Councell, &c. 


=1} He loue and dutie which 
=. 8 7 owe to this Church of 
England ( moſt renerend 
Father ) haue put into my 
hand this Oliue branch, 
| that ts an exhortation to 
| holy obedience, and peace» * 
_ ' able refolations, which als 
waies FR es crowne and glorie En 
flian. For when T pondered wgh my ſelfe ho 
of the Minitteie land onrefalued,, andaber (us I 
take it ) becauſe they doe not duly confider-the na- 
ture of things mdifferent , and the dutie of 4 ſubief 
to his Soueraigne ; Imuft confeſſe that my bowels 
of compaſFion were mooned, and the fire of _ 
was kindled within me, And 
+= 7 wang and indicious men hane richly -; 


A 2 plentifully 


Plato in 


Eathypbr, 


Tre EpPpn1STLY 
tifully handled this drgumeit, yet in commiſe- 
Fn, be my brethren ,” Talſo haue aduentured 
to caſt my poore mite into the treaſurie , hoping that 
as they malke amongſt the fruitfull trees they will not 
diſdaine to pull a little berrie from the loweſt ſhrub. 
The principall marke I ſhoate at , ts to doe my endes 
uour to ſettle the tender and trembling conſciences of 
thoſe Which are not Wedded to their owne conceits, 
but haue bene carried away rather of weakneſſe then 
of wilfulneſſe, that ſuch of them as it ſhall pleaſe the 
Lod, may be reduced to the Tabernacles of peace, 
and follow the trueth in loue. For alas who can but 
lament to ſee ſo many ſpend their ſhort and precioius 
time, inſuch ſcandalous proſecution of ciuill contens 
ths , and ſome of them not altogether -onlike to 


Platoes Euthyphro , who mm his inconſiderate , 


courſe went in all haſte to accuſe his own father? But 
this ( hurch (God be thanked) neuer wanted a So- 
crates to encounter gd conumce them , and make 
manifeſt to the world that they erred by miſconſtrus 
Aion and naduifed zeale. O how much bettter had 
it beene to haue continued their labours in the Lords 
rvineyard and by bending their -onited forces againſt 
Babylon, to haue fought the Lords battails , to the 
comfort of the godly, who then might haue celebrated 
their triumph ereied their trophae, and decked their 


oIfForious 


T 


DeDICATORIE: 
itorious heads with lawreall garlands ? O'what a 
griefe ought this to be to their ſoules ; ſo to oppoſe 
themſelues againit ſuch a learned and religious 
Church , and ſo conreuerently to traduce that holje 
Booke of (ommon Prayer, a worke of ſo great and 
admirable excellencie ? concerning Which, Imay tru 
ly affirme , that it hath beene cut -oÞ like an anat« 
mie,euery vane of it hath beene opened, euerie core 
ner ſearched , euery rubricke ranſacked , not a word 
but hath beene weighed in the ballance, not a ſyllable 
but hath bene ſifted to the ottermoſt : and yet for all 
this like to the bridge of Czefar , the more it is ops Af 
pugned the ſtronger vt ſtands. The ceremonies Where 
of may aptly be reſembled to the altar erefted by the 
tribe of Reuben, Gad, and the halfe tribe of Ma- Iodua uu. 
paſſes, pon the paſſages of Tordan: ,- at Which the 
reſt of the tribes were grieuouſly offended; fmagining 
thatit had beene for ſacrifice: But when they were 
trucly informed that it was onely for a memoriall 
that they had a part in the God of Iſrael, they were 
well content, they bleſſed God, andPhinehas ſaid: 
This day we percciue the Lord is among " Verſz1, 
becauſe you haue not done this treſpaſſe. Ir 
like maner,fome of our brethren haue beene offended 
at our ceremonies ,op0n an erroneous imagination of 


Poperie and ſuperſtition; but the Cf burch of England. 
A 3 hath 


Trr EP1$STLEQ&c, 
bath often manifeſted ber innocencie , and cleared 
berſelfe of thoſe imputations.' And therefore we hope 
that one day thiir eies being opened, and their ſoules 
ſatisfied, they will with the Princes of Tſrael bleſſe 
God,and ſay with Phinchas, Thus day we per- 
cciue that the Lord is among vs, becauſc 
you hauc notdone this treſpale. For the fur- 
therance whereof , I doe in all bunulitie preſent this, | 
Oline branch onto your Grace, whoſe eminent wiſts 
dome ,and godly care in ſuppreſsing innouations, and 
preſerumng the well ſetled ſtate of this flouriſhing 
Church,us moſt apparent. And therefore as God hath 
direFted the 1eart of our religious Souereizne,to eſta- 
bliſh you the chiefe Paſtor and Father of our Church, 
fo Theſeech the Abmightie to oouchſafe this fruit to 
your labours , that your Grace may ſee the weake res 
folued, the wilfull relented , the wandring reduced, 
and all of them returned to the boſome of the Church, 
like the Doue to the Arke , with leaues of Olige in 
their mouths , in token that all gall and bitterneſſe 

img laid afide , the ſwelling flouds of diſcord are 
«fjwaged. : 


Your Gracesin all humble dutic 


Francis Mason, 


E  AVTHORITY 


of the Church in making Canons 


and Conſtitutions conceruing things... 
and: fferent , and the obedience 
thereto required, &c, 


x. Corinth, 14,49 


Let ab thingsbe done have and by order. 


If Y heartie deſire and praier is tO-Theine 
Almightie God the Farher of ded ic 


- 


mercy,that he would ſobleflethe Ser, 
— 
land, thar we all 
as, | ——_ TED 
wy 
ene hand, build the 
Temple of the Lord, — 
rme hol CIR -_ _ and thePrince, caveful- 
y keepe our ſelues vnſtained of this prefeng 
world , and faihfolly theflocke of Jeſus Chritt, rhar 
ypon vs. The comfortable accompliſhment wher- 
of, whoſocuer ſhall malicioully hinder , let him take heed; 
left a fearcfull curſe from the God of /acob, come like was 
rerinto his bowels, and like oile into his bones 3 bur: who 
ſocuer ſhall for the peace of Jerufalem , peace be vp-+ 
onhim; and mercy, and vpon the linell of God.” Thetur. * 
therance of which blefſings to the glory of Chriſt andthe 
_ of rhe Church ( menand a detindiney 
d) is the marke Laime at, and the cope imend/,;yher 
we. 


The diui- 


Gon 


Who ſpake 


| Towhom, 
| and ypon 
yvhat OCca- 
fion, 
2.Pct.1. 20. 


o—_— wo_  —  ,-, 


Rom. 15. 4 


—_ 


— 


T, Cor, I'4 
paſhm, 


\ 27, 
V.29, 


theſe words, 


21. 
x. Cor. 1.2. 


2 The coherence. 


weall like obedirnr children ,rnay keepe the vnitie-of the 
ſpiritin the bond of peace.  _ 

2 * Now this preſent Sermon by Gods gracious aſſi- 
ſtance ſhall be dinided into wo generall parts: The firſt an 
explicati6n ; The ſecond an application; a briefe applicati- 
on of the text , anda more ample application of rhe rexr? 
to-the preſent eftate of the Church of England, of which 
two points in order , beſceching the God of all grace and 

cetoprant yvs«bleſſing. | 

And firſt who Tpake theſe words f Iris plaine that 
the holy Apoſtle'S. Pex/. And ſeeing the holy men of 
God (as in the old Teſtament ſo'doubtleſle in the new ) 
ſpake not by priuate motion but as they were mooned by the 
boly Gho#t : fore we may truely ſay that the ſpirit vt- 
tered theſe words by the month of Pav!. Burt to wharh were 
they ſpoken? vnto the Church of God which © at Cormth, and 
tothem that are ſantlified, in Chriſt Jeſus. Now what things 


ſoexer were written befere time , wore written for our learning. 


- Therefore theſe things concerne not the Church of Co- 


rinth onely , bot the Church of England , the Church of 
Geneva, and all the Churches of the Saints. Wherefore 
he thathath an care lethimheare what the ſpirit ſaith vnto 
the Churches. Ler afl things be done benefly and by order. 
For the plainer accefſe whereunto , ler vs firſt conſider the 
coherence with that which went before. The holy Ghoſt 
in this Chapter intreateth of certaine ſpiricuall gifts and? 
graces, by many reaſons aduancing the gift of Prophecie 
aboue the gift of tongues : 'where by the way , itmuſt-beo/ 
obſerved, that by Prophecying is not meant  foretelling» 


As '+3: things to come, but the word of edefication, exbor tation, and 


conſolation, that is, the Preaching ofthe Goſpell, Inhand-- 
ling ofwhich 14 nr pleaſed theſpiritro inteslice cer»! 
raine points of Church gouernment concerning the 
licke performance of Des thenkofaiciag,andee Larvay 
cying, vnfoldedin theſe three branches. Firſt, they which 
Peake publikely in the Church , muſtſpeakein a khrawne! 
rongae, orifthey ſpeake with range tongurs there muſt be: 


an 


The words of the text explaned. 3 


an interpreter : Secondly , thoſe which Prophecie, mai# ,, 3033 . 
ſpeaks two or three , and let the other indge : It one ſitting by 
ue arewelation, let the former hold his peace , and the ipirit 
of the Prophers muſt be ſubieto the Prophets. Thirdly, 
thoſe which publikely performe theſe duties muſt be men, 
and not women , for women muſt keepe ſilence in the Church. 
Now the ſpirit having thusas it were * ſprinkled this dif- "y,, 
courſe with Eccleſialticall orders, proceedeth couertly to a * Sparfim diſ- 
ſhort bur ſharpe reprehenſion ofthe Corinthians , who as it ſerverat de 16> 
is probably collefted , were fo far in love with themſelues, *. cam 
that they would not ſuffer their owne cuſtomes to be called _ 
inqueltion, bur rather went about with ſingular arrogancy, $ce Caluin 
to impoſe them vpon others, as though other Churches and Gualter 
were bound to follow their patterne. Finally there follow- __ this 
eth a generall direion concerning all Church orders,fol- Pace wt 
ded vpin thele wordes, Let allchings be done honeſtly and by The 6a 
0 der, cation of 
4 The wordsinthe originall are num ivoywras x5 xg the words. 
TiZi write, When it is ſaid muiru yerides ( Let all things bee 
done ) it is cleere thatthe doing heere ſpoken of,is the ſo- 
lemne performance of religious offices inthe face of the 
Church. And when it is ſaid awT=(all things )without any re- 
ſtraine,ic js evident that the ſpiricriſerh from the former par- 
iculars, toa generall concluſion comprehending not onely 
praier , thankeſgiuing , and prophecying, but moreonger 
the miniſtration of the holy Sacraments , conlecration to 
holy orders,and vniuerſally the publike diſcharge of ſuch 
ſacred and reuerent duties : Concerning all which , the 
ſpirit requirerh that they be done, firſt 5vo#yweres, of 


as you would ſay, after a good faſhion , conſiſting in 
place, apparell ,-and other things externally requir 
the duc and decent adminiſtration. They muſt haue an ho- 
neſt decencie, anda decent honeſtie ; they muſt be comely * r. 
4othecie, and referred to a godly end, that is, the aduance-» 1®: 35 
ment of * Gods glory and the * edification of the Church , : on ,. 
giwing (iult occafion of)? /candall ts Jew or Gentile,or 10 1%. Cor, 


Church of God. For if thele ends muſt beggey reſpetted to. zz. 
B _ 


4 Of things neceſſary and maifferent. 


in matters of common life, how much more reverently and 
_—_— ſhould they bee regarded inthe ſolemne ſervice 
of Almigbtie God © And as all things mult be decent and 
honeſt before God and men, foit is required in theſecond 
place, that all things be done according to order. Which 
order, requireth auchoritywith godly witedome inthe pub- 
CE like diſpoſer, and cheerefull , obedience with gracious hu- 
mulitie 1n ſuch as are ſubje& ro rhoſe publike conſtita- 

Thegeneral *'29S: . 
tie ofihic 5 Sothistextisa Canon of Canons for all ſuch Church 
text. gouernment , and all Eccleſiaſtical! Canons mnſt be caftin 
| ® Regulaef} this moulde: Indeed it isa golden Canon or * rule whereby 
= all qua =: all Chriitian Churches muſtbe ruled . an exquifite touch- 
pang >... ſtone wherearall ceremonies muſt be tried : the beame of 
Lan ſþe7ant the Sanctuarie whereupon all Charch orders and conſtiru- 
ex-7--e conve= tions mult be weighed and ballanced : And therefore letvs 
»-7-1, Caiz4= ſearch a little deeper, into this golden mine: For the better 


«1414, vynderſtanding whereof, itmult bee obſerved, that ſome 
things are neceſſarie , and ſome things indifferent. 
Thefitob. , 5 Neceflarie I call that which theeternall God hath in 


ſcruation, his word preciſely and determinately commanded or for- 
bidden, either expreſly or by infallible conſequence. Indif- 

ferent, which the Lord hath not fo commanded nor forbid- 

F \ den, bur is contained in the holy Scripture, rather potenti- 
is ally then aQtually , comprehended in generall direQions, 
| not preciſely:defined by particalar dererminations. What- 
ſocuer God hath in his Word preciſely commanded, fo 
farre as-it is commanded 1s nece{laric ro be done , forthe 
tdoing of itis a finne. Whatſoever God hath forbid- 
ſolonp as itis forbidden , 1s neceſlaric to bee left vn- 

| for the very doing of it is afinne..Wharſocuer 1s nei- 
thercommanded nor forbidden, that ( wherher it concerne 
Chorch or common-wealth)is letr'ro the Lords vicegerents 
ypon earth, who according to the exigence ofthe ſtare,may 
their diſcretion-command itto bedone, or to be lefr vn- 
* aoit,and both without finne. Inthe holy Scripture ſome 
Heb, 5 26, things were 3pmanded for afſcaſon, ascheſacrifices ofthe 


Law: 


Of things neceſſary and indifferent. 5 
Law : forbidden for a ſe#{on, as the meats mentioned in the 

xj. of Lexiticas : Indifterent for a lealon, as the place ofcre- 
ing alcars before the fabricke of the Tabernacle. Some 
things were euerlaſtingly commanded, as to feare God,and 

to keep his commandements: enerlaſtingly forbidden,as all 
finne and wickedneſle : encrlaſtingly lefc indifferent, where- 

of many examples might be giuen, in meare, drinke, appa- 
rell, and matters of ſuch outward condition and qualitie. 

For ſome things are correſpondent to the Law written in 

our hearte, that is, the Law of humanenature, which conſi- 
dered inthe originall beaurie and brightnefle is the ſame In 
ſubſtance with the Law Morall, and theſe are in their owne 
nature good and cuerlaſtingly to bee -imbraced : ſome 
things are repugnant to it, and theſe are in their owne 
nature euill and cuerlaſtingly to be abhorred. Some things 

$ the ſacred Law of our nature hath left arbitrary , and theſe 

r are in themſelues and of their owne nature indifterent. Bur 

: it muſt beenoted that ſuch things as the Law of nature 
hath left indiftcrent, may notwithſtanding become neceſ- 
1 faric by the force and vertue of ſome other comman- 
dement diuine, as for example : The cating of Swines fleſh Leuit, 11. 7. 
. is a thing in the owne nature indifferent: yet there was a ne- 
ceſſitie ſaid vpon the Ilewes to forbeareit , becauſe it was 
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- forbidden by the Law ceremoniall, which Lawceafing, that 
; necelhitie ceaſed, and (o it returned to the originall eſtate, 
and became indifferent, as in nature ſo 1n vie. Likewiſe, to 
, drinke wine, or to abſtaine from it, is athingin nature in- 
different, but being ſanQifyed by the Lord leſus to a facra- 
, mencall vie, it1s not in thepower of man tocancell or diſs 
anull the holy inſtitution of tha heauenly Lawgiver. And. 
heere it muſt be conſidered, thatthere are ſome comely rites 
and decent orders whereof we finde not preciſe comman- 
dement in the holy Scripture, which notwithſtanding the 
| Scri reſtifieth ro haue beene very preciſely obſerued 
by the Apoſtles and apoſtolicall menz and are of fuch na- 
ture, that they agree to all placesand ages: in which re- 
ſpeR,they may ap bereduced r- things Re” 
2 c 


/ 


” 


6 Of things neceſſarie and indifferent. 

che holy Ghoſt ſo exquilitelyrecording the exat obſerna- 

- tionofthem by the bleſſed Apoſtles , may ſeeme to haue 

1 Cal, inſt, pointed them outto — z as a patterne ro be vn+ 
lib.q.3 .16. changeably followed. I his is the indgement of M." Calvin 
concerning impoſition of hands inthe conſecrating to holie 

orders. Although ( ſaith he) there be extant no certaine pre- 

cept of impoſition of hands yet becauſe we ſee that it was continu-« 

nually ſed of the Apeſtles , that their /o exatt obſernation 

ſhoulldbe to v1in place of a precept. So concerning the tran- 

flation ofthe Sabaoth, from the Saturday to the Lords day, 

A is cettaine that there is no ſpeciall commandement in ho- 

* Exod.:0.8 ]y Scripture 3 yet becauſe God hath commanded that the 
7. 24 ſeventh day ſhall be kept * holy and glornu to himſclte, and 
16.17,  becauſethe JewiſhSabaoth was a ? Sadow and in that re- 
*' ſpeRabrogated; andſoraſmuch as it was tranſlated in the 
poſtlestime, and that without all doubt by appoſtolicall 

authoritie , ſeeing the Scripture doth witnefſe that the 

* Reu. 1. 10, * Lords day was not only renownedwith divine revelations, 
but alſo obſerued by the* Apoſtles themielues: And fora(- 

much as it ftandeth vpon ſuch excellent reaſons, as are 

vninerſall for all places, and perpetuall for all times, being 

(as it were)conſecrated by the reuerent conſent of the Chri- 

ſtian world ; therefore this praftiſe may be vnto vs in ſtead 

* AQ. 20.7, of aprecept : It may be reputedarhing neceſlarie,and ne- 
x. Cor.16. yerto bechanged. Now toapply thele diſtintions toour 
EY preſent purpoſe, the religious duties of which we ſpeake,are 
the preciſe and eucrlaſting commandements of Iefus 
Chriſt, in regard of their ſubſtance, as may appeere, firſt in 
+ Matth, ag, Preaching and baptiſing : * Goe reach all nations , baptiſing 
19.320, Fheminthe name of the Father, the Sonne , and the holy Gho#t, 
{and ) behold I amwith you alwaies wnill the end of the World, 

I am with you my Diſciples and Apoſtles in teaching and 

Bapriſing, I am with you vntill the end of the world. Bur it 

is aclecrecaſe, thatthe Apoſtles did nor live vntill the end 

of the the world, therefore the meaning of itis, I am with 

- You,and your ſucceſſours the lawfull Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pell , yaull che end of theworld. Wherefore the promiſe 
is 


Of things neceſſarie and indifferent. #5 
is petpetuall, and conſequently the dutie of reaching and 
baptiſing. So in the other Sacrament, * Doe this is remens- * [ute 21, 
brance of me : there is a commandement for thecelebration 19. 
of the Lords ſupper: & when Pax ſpeaketh of fbewing forth 
the Lords death vntill his 7 commung 3 hee declareth that the 7 r. Cor. 
former commandementis perpetuall. Wherfore that there 11+ 26. 
ſhall be a Miniſterie in the Church viſible to reach the 
word , and to Miniſter the holy Sacraments , is the euerla- 
ſting ordinance of Ieſus Chriſt, Notwithſtanding ineuery 
one of theſe branches,there is ſomewhat indifferent. Thar 
there ſhall be a Miniſtrie is a thing neceflarie , and itis * we- * - C079. 
ceſſarie that they feed the flocke of Tefus Chriſt : But whe- hs 
ther they ſhall execute their publike funRion in a white — 
t, ora blacke , God hathneither commanded nor 
rbidden, he hath left it asa thing indifferent. Likewiſe,to 
Baptiſe, is the perpetuall conimandement of leſs Chriſt : 
but whether the water ſhall be in a font, or a baſon, whether 
to be applied by dipping or ſprinkling once orthrice, God 
hath neither commanded, nor forbidden, he hath left it as 
athing indifferent. In like maner the celebration of the 
Lords ſupper is a thing commanded:but whether the bread 
ſhall be leaucnedor vnleauened , whether it ſhall be baked 
in a loafe, or in a cake, round or ſquare, God hath neither 
commanded nor forbidden, he hath left it asa thing indif- , March, as 
ferent. So in thelecond courſe of this celeſtiall banquet a7, 29, 
9 thecup isneceflarie, the Popiſh withholding whereof is 
the violating of Gods holy ordinance, Butas M. Calvin 
faith, ** um in album mbhil refert , that isthe kinde or 
colour ofthe wine, be it red or white is nor materiall tothe ** Cal. Inft. 
being of the Sacrament. Againe, wine being liquid , muſt 4 37: 43- 
needs bein acup, or veſſel! : bur whether this cup ſhall be 
goldor filuer,wood or ſtone, God hath neither comanded 
nor forbidden,he hath left it as a thing indifferent, Where- 
fore it is a cleere caſc , that ſome things are neceſſarie, ſome 
things indifferent. Things neceflarie, are the weightier 
matters of the Law: Things indifferent may be wellcompa- 
red to Mint and Commun, y_ neceſſatie are regiltred 
3 TE 


v 11. Judge of things indifferent. 
inthe Tablcs of, the Almightie, that is, in che volumes of 
holy-Scriptute, (for whatſocuer is neceſlarie for mee either 
to beleeue,or to doe, orto leave vndone, that I may pleaſe 
1 Gil. r, 8, Godinthislife,and inherit glorie in the life ro come. All 
* Calufln; that is-fichly contained in hokie Scripture , either direQly, 
4. 19. 36..: : ar by .inwing\ble conſequence : ) but chings indifterent are 
- CY thereratherin an vnlimited generalitie then in any dittint 
A.chb.cra&, and particular maner. Finally things necefiarie God hath 
:, pag. 86, relerued to himſelfe, no.men, no ' Angels have authoritie 
* Hec indiffe- xoglter.chem : Bur things indifferent being of a * variable 
rexie wv: & nature 5 arc referred tothe * diſcretionof the Church, as 
— "- may appeere by the words of my text. Wherein the ſpirir 
Cal.1»f,, 4, - peaking to the Churches, willeth all chings to be done af- 
I7. 43+ ter 4 good mancr 2 not defining whar maner , but referring 
- allro the diſcretionof the Church, ſo things be ordered in 
anhoneſt and decent maner. 
The ſecond 7 Secondly, when che ſpirit faith vnto the Churches, 
obſcruation. Doe All rbings be done decently . It may bee demanded , who 
ſhall be the 1wdge of decency © To me it ſcemeth an honcſt 
ROPOR and decent ceremonie, to kneell at the holie Communion: 
&T C14. ſome others do rather delight to receiue * ſitting: and ſome 
Arch. Whit, Peraduenture will preferre ſtanding or walking. To mee a 
pag. 596. & white garment ſeemeth comely in publike adminiſtration : 
deinceps. ſomeothersdoerather allow of the * blacke. Now in this 


bo yr dil. varictic of opinions, who ſhall be the judge ? who ſhall go- 


$1 de colore &. Lerne and ſwaie the matter © Surely, they whomche Lord _—- 


gitwr, ibs hath made Church gouernours. If private men will make 
quidem mags publike orders, and require vs to accept of them,they muſt 
decarwe niger ſhew their commilſion : Otherwiſe we muſt take that for 
color videtwr. Jecent in things indifferent, which ſecmeth decent in the 
cic of publike authoritie. And verile for private men to 
range without the compaſle of their calling , and vpon 
cheir priuate opinions, ro controle the publike judgement 
of the Church, in a matter of decencie, is in mine opinion 
a matter yery vndecent. Likewiſe , ſeeing the ſpirit hath 
ſaid, Let all chings be done by order; therefore doubtles in the 
Church of Godthere muſt be an order. But who ſhall ap- 


point 


Cautions for making of Canons. g 
point this order. ſhall every man doe whathe lt © that 
were diſorder. Shall private men make publike confticuri- 
egy mcurdewrs won order. Therefore irremain+  * 
eth that they onely hane authoritiero make Church:orders, - + - +»? 
whom the Lord hath made Church/gouernours. ” Nowin f 
an abſolure kingdome, as this of * England, the King by «$, raw, * 
the law of God, is the onely ſupreme gonernor of all 7 per- Cook. de 
ſons and cauſes * Ecclefiaſticall and Cizill within his owne iureRegis 
kingdome :- Therefore the King andchoſe which vnderthe © 
King have the regiment of the Chorch, lawfully commits , p...*;z" 
red vinto them , hauelawfull authoritie to make Church» * The third 
orders. S153 7 obſeruation, 
8 Thirdly, though Church governours-way 'make A913: + 
Churcty lawes,:yer they may nor-eftabliſh-whanchey hit, ANC 
God hath * mraled their authoritic withcerraine bounds ,, * ;o. Le. 
and limits which they may not paſſe. All their Canonsmult vis. 24- 16. 
be framed according to the generallCanons of the holie Num. 15. 35 
Scripture, which may aptly bee reduced ro theſe rwo-ex- Pt 13: 5: 
preiied in" my text. Let all thingsbe done! bontfthj\abd by 7", 
order : Firlt , honeſtly, that is (as was before-declared) 1 INN” 
decent fort, with relation to the glorie of God, and the gan effre- 
edificarion of the Church, withourſcandall. Secondly,ac- nongue lem 
cording to order, for God isthe God oforder and nor of *7/f.ev 
contu{ion, Now if all things in the Church-maſtberdoe |, GN 
decently, then nothing may be eſtabliſhed whnch igbaſe'or Js - x1 Cal. 
beggerly: The ceremonies of che Chorchthough they can- in bove locums. 
not alwaies be coſtly, yerthey muſtalwaies beicomgly. A -: 
gaine, if all things bee decenr,/then relgious foletiaicies = -* 
mult be pertormed with gravitie. + magnifiectien Te 
and ſyumpruous , according ro circumitaneeof time - y apr, 
ſon, and place : but alwaies vidkicorradatefeifiemias. Ty 
rious pompe, or metetricious 'brauerys if ngs oſt +." 
be done ro theglory of God, then norki | 
ſhed in ſuperſtitiousor idolatrous maner; $0rthar were” re- 
pugnant ro the glory of his mateftie - rherenerhimgaoot be 
eftabliſbed contrariero the Scripture, for 'thavwero'repug- 
nar the glory-of hiswiledorge: — 
» «IJV Of m 


10 ( autions in making of Canons. 

muſt be eſtabliſhed as indifferent, not as meritorious or ſa= 

tisfadtorie, not as neceflarie co divine worſhip, to juftifica- 

* Gal. 5. 2, flonor*faluation: for this were repugnant tothe glorie of 
See Caluin his grace. | If all chings muſt bee done to edification , then 
- ==2Mp the ceremonies of the Church mait not be d.rke and 
ar dumbe, but ſo cleerely ſet foorth , that enery man may know 
what they meane, and to whatv/e they ſerne, Itall things 

muſt be doneto edification, then Church governors muſt 

duly intend the foules health of Gods people, framing all 

their Canons for the common good. To which purpoſe 

the Church of Ieſus Chriſt victh her ceremonies , either 

to imprint in mens mindes ſome reuerend myſtcric of re- 

* Terrul. de ligion' a2when ſhe appointed thrice * powring on of wa- 
coron, mili- ter in Bapriſme , ſignifying the trinitie of the perſons , or 
-—Ion.2 J- .q, ©nceto # Ggnife the vnitc of the Godhead, or els ſome 
lib pa. £5. ſanQified 0N, as when we pray kneeling by the bend- 
we ing of the knee fignifyng the bending ofthe heart, or con- 

- Intribs mer- felle our faith ſtanding , to-betoken our boldnelſe : or cls 
fenibu: perſs- ſhe defiterh to kindle devotion, as when ſhe praileth the 
nerum trini T ord with the melodie of muſicke : or to pur men in minde 
per:f dining. Of their dutie, & ſo the blacke garment may admoniſhthe 
eats pogelari- Miniſter of grauitie, the * wh:te of paritie, The ornaments 
t4:demenfire- of the V niverſitie may admoniſh the people to honor him 


_ whom the Church hath honored, and may put the Mini- 
ds ſer in minde of his dutie, ſeeing he hath received the en- 


-»9. poli, ee. fignes of learning and vertue. Finally, even things of infe- 
= cior d maſt theit kinde _ to eibcaion The ve» 
caþ.12. wie we a ccrtaine , it may appecre 
Symbolum in- + cntheycall . a Church, when they warne vs to 
fenltnas Praie forthe licke, when they fignifiethata brother or ſiſter 
Zanch, de op, departed, Yeathe very Pulpers and feats muſt beſo pla- 
redemp. cap. ced; aveuery man may conuenicntly heare; ſoeuery thing 
16, ing tobisnature and degree mult bercferred to edt- 
fication. ifall things muſt be done without ſcandall, then 
nothing which is fintull may be eſtabliſhed: for all nne 1s 
of Gendalinlawettess yeacyenthings indifferent, where- 
inis apparant dangerof ſuperſtition or idolatric , areto be 


remooued : 
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remooued : for we muſt abſtame from all appearance of enl. , Theſ.g.12. 
If all things muit bee donein —_ then confuſion by all 

meanes mutt bee auoided, and conſequently the Church 

mult not exceed in ſuperfluttie of ceremonies, leſtreligj 

it ſelf be ouerſhadowed(as it werea grape) with much abun- 

dance of leaves, Ifall things muſt bee done in order, then 

the Lay-man muſtnot bee luffered rointrude himſelfe into 

the office of a Miniſter, in miniſtring the Word and Sacra- 

ments : nor the inferior Miniſter to vſorpe that which 
belongech co the Biſhop, bur euery man mult keepe his 
owneranke, and therein proceed according toorder. And 

that no maruell, ſceing the whole fabricke ofthe World, 

both the celettiall orbes and the globe of elements are fra- 

med and ypholden by order. The fixed ſtarres in their mo- 

tions and reuolutions, keepe a moſt firmeand fixed-order. 
ThePlaners, though compared with the fixed, they may 

ſeeme to wander, yet in trueth they obſerue a moſt certaine 

and neuer wandring order. The day in opening and clo- 

ing, the Moone in waxing and waining, theſea in ebbing 

and flowing , hauetheir interchangeable courſe, whetein _- 

they continuean vnchangeable order. The Srorke; Swallow, » Jer, s, +. 
T wrile,and * Crane, knowe their appointed time," the Cranes * Cicero de 
doe aliofliein order, The * Graſboppers have no King, yet nawmrandeor, 
goe they foorth all by bands « The Beesare little creatures, yer "3; {ecundo. 
are they great obletuers oforder. Amongſt men in peace 4 que 
nothing can flouriſh, in warres norhing can without 

order. Order proccederh from the throne of the Almigh- 

rie, it isthe beautie of nature,;the ornament of Arte, the har- 
monie.ofthe world. Now ſhallall things be ia order, and 

the Church of God: anely withour order” © God forbid: 

Fhe Church isa/ Gerder meloſed, and agarden muſtbe in”: 
order, The* houſe of Gad,and Gods houſe ſhould bein or- "Cant. 4. I%, 
der; an | armue with banners , and an armieſhould beengy- © 0 


ſhalled in order. Therefore in the Church of God; Let all 3 Care, 6.9, 


. thmgs br done'hontſtly apd by order. 17 BEIC 
9; Fourthly,. weemay obſerns, thatky Chirehgouet< The fourth - 
nours may make Church lawes , PI inthebo. obſcruation, 
- ſome 
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12: Obſeruation of good lawes neceſſarie, 


ſorhe of chat Church, muſt reſpe&ively obſerue the fame : 

For otherwiſe how can all things be done honeſtly and ac- 

cording to order? Therefore as the enafting of good 

* Temetfs lawes, 1o the obſervation of them is © neceſlarie. Bat ſome 
fone - nog will demand, what degree of neceliitie1srequired, whether 
— * humane lawes doe ſo binde the conſcience, thatthe nor ob- 
ftul-guer fcrning of them be afinne? whereto it may beeanſwered, 
&-c.Cal» 5»/?. that (to ſpeake properly ) God onely raigneth in the con- 
4a. 10./:5. ſciences ot men, and 7 finneis the tranſgreli1on of the law, 
1.low thatis, of law Dinine : Notwithſtandipg,when Gods law is 
oy Fs _- ſointwined with mans law,that mans law cannot be broken 


” without theviolation of Gods law, then the breach of mans 


® coligere law is not withour ſinne. Therefore if an Ecclefiaſticall Ca- 


promprwm eff non be made ofa matter lawfull , in alawfull maner, to a 
bas peſteriores [awfull end, by lawtull anthoritie, according ro the generall 
cy") wag rules of Scripture, containing in itnothing repugnant ro 
bends pro bu.. SCFIpture, nothing contrarie to faith or good maners, then 
manic traditi- that law is approouedin the ſight of the Almightie : and 
onibus quan- ſeemeth to* Calwin and other learned Diuines , nor meere- 
coguidem ly humane, but-in fome- fore Dinine. And in the iudgement 
fo "4 RE. of Bezadoth fo farre binde the conſcience, that no man 


mendato, e can Wilfully tranſgrefle it without finne. And although the 


liquidam «p- things we ſpeake of be indifferent; yer being lawfully com-— 


prebationem manded, the obſcroation of them is not athing indifferent, 


-— babeu que but nece(larie, becauſe the Lord hath aide,” Ler entry ſoute 


ex ore C 


Cal. in 1, Cor, 64 [wh1eft tothe bigher power. And though this omiſſion of a ce- 
14. & inſt. 4. remonie , bee init ſelfe a ſmall matter , yet to doe it with refi- 
10,39 ftanceof authoritic, i no/mail matter, for Whoſoener refiit+ 
Zaxch. incm- ,1, power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God , and they that reſt 
pendio loco 16. | | o 
Beg, es 24+ ſhall recerme 10 themſelves condenmation : and therefore we muft 

» Rom, 13.1. #6.[#647 for conſcience ſake. Bur heere peradiienture ve will 


be demanded, how this doth ſtand with Chriſtian libertie © -— 


foranſwet whereof, mayic pleaſe them to know that Chri- 
ſtianliberie.conſitcthnotin breaking of wholſomelawes, 
 (Godforbid) that were fantaſticall and\Anabaptiſtieall* * - 
But (40.tquch itſoterrt as: concernes our preſtnti purpoſe ) 
in thelc bzanches follbwing. Firſt we are not-tiedto this = 
that 


\ 


and ſlandeth with Chriſtian libertie. 13 
that paterne , but being within our ſelues a Chorch, nor 
depending vponany other : our Chaurch/ gouernors bane 
libertie toeſtabliſh whatſoever(being in itlelfe indifferent) 
ſhall to their wiſedome ſeeme moſt ient; alwaies 
uided, that all chings bee donchonettly and in order, Se- 
condly , this is our libertie,, that rhings indifferent being 
eftabliſhed, we retaine them nor asa part of diwine worſhip, 
not as meritorious or ſatisfaGtorie, not as necellarie to by 
fication or (aluation, but onely ' for diſcipline and orders ſake.” 
Thirdly,ifrhere ſhal happen P contempt.or irrexerence,they * Treatiſe 
may be altred and changed, by lawfull authoritie,, which *f<cremo- 
may likewiſe * ordaine and publiſh ſuch further ceremonies or rig" & for 
rites as may bee moſt for the adnancement of Gods glory , and ynifornuie. 
therefore they arc not eſtabliſhed as perpetuall, bur ſo long * Where i 
asin the eic of publike indgement they ſhal ſeeme conueni- is deſtitute 
ent & profitable for the Church of Chriſt.Bur ſome perad- 22 <om- 
venture will replie and faie : If things indifferent be fuch;as ;, —— 
God hath not commanded , why then ſhould the Church prefumeby 
3 preſume to impoſe them vpon vs, and fo abridge our li- any decree 
benie which God hath notabridged? Janſwer,tharit is no {2 7<fraine 
ſumption at all, but the lawfull vie of lawfull authority: ,; + _ 
For things are either commanded of the Lord, or forbid- Lord hath 
den, or left indifferent. That which God hath certainely giuco. 
commanded , man may not forbid : that which God hath T-C- lib. 1. 
certainely forbidden, man may not commandorimpoſe by "$; 7 
any law. For that in the iudgement of $, Auf deſerns ,;m jura di 
eth not the name ofa * law whichinioinesthings'vnlawfull, cenda func 
Againe, if authoritic command the ſame thing which God aut putanda 
commandeth, or forbid that which he hath forbidden, this [919%2 ho- 


_ As notthe enafting;ofa new law., but a-dutifull declaration g;,,.,_ 


and due/ execution of Gods law. But thoſe things which auguit.de 
God hath neither commanded nor forbidden, he hath left Cu. D. 1.19. 
to be diſpoſed by the law of man, In-which caſe the Soue- + fog 
raigne may command his ſubie&, andthe Churchher chil- 
dren3 and it is the durie of the inferiour therein co beobe- 1.04 juftum 
dient. He thatderieth this, taketh away the Sunne our of ci, Grar. 
the world, diſlolueth vniverſally A fabricke of gouern- blt.1. cap.z, 
2 ment, 


14 The Church may cenſure. 


-ment,ouerthraweth families, corporations/Churches, and 
kingdoms, and wra all things in the difmall darknefſe 
of Anarchie and confuſion. And though this-be in ſome 
ſorttheabridging of thy liberrie , yeritis for the common 
good, and cies tothe rules of equitie, and the Prince 
or Chorch in ſo commanding thee, doth no turther abridge 
thy libertie then God doth allow them to abridge ir. 
The 6& ob. 10 Laſtly, when it is faid vntothe Churches, Let all 
ſeruation. things be done , it is plaine that this dotic is laid vpon the 
Chorchto prouidethar theſe things bee effeually done ; 
and conſequently , that God which gave her this charge, 
hath armed her with authoritie. She may cenſurediſobedi- 
ent children : God hath giuento his Churchin all ages,nor 
onely a rule for direion, but a rodde of correCtion : this is 
the iudgement of all learned men , as appeeres by the pra- 
Riſe of rhe whole Chriſtian world. And thus much of the 
explication,and ſo I come to the application, 
The appli- 1X Hitherto you have ſcene the ballance of the San- 
cation. Rtuary : Now it remaineth that the Canons and Conſtituti- 
ons of our own Church be weighed & examined in this bal- 
lance. Where, alchough 1 acknowledge that lawes ſo- 
lemaly eftabliſhed doe rather require obedience then dif- 
tation : yer becauſe: the lawes vnder which wee line , are 
{uch (God be thanked ) asneed notto ſhunne the light: 
andforaſmuch as many ( orherwiſe vertuous and well di- 
mindes , and ſome of rhemverylearned andlabori- 
pusin the Churewof Chriſt ) while they haue travelled in 
waightier matters, have miſtaken ſome things of lefler mo- 
ment : Therefore gine meleaue inthe ſpirit of meeknefſe to 
inſtruft them thatare contrarie mitided: which I doe not 
ro call the preſenrlawes in queftion, I haveno ſuch mean- 
ing, but to quiet and ſettle the vnreſolued conſcience, that 
tharwe may all performe cheercfull obedienceto God and 
thePrince, And if any man thinke that this diſcourſe were 
more ſeaſonable- in an afſemblic of Miniſters, 'let them 
conliderz Firſt, that this famous auditorieis furniſhed with 
a great number of the Miniſterie : Secondly, that this is = 
place 


= VW UW is 


pur in execution, ynlefle they A approoned by. 
| 3 


Proceeding in making of Canons. IH 
place of jurifdiftion : Thirdly, that the handling of-rheſe 
nes is very profitable for the people z' for thetrue know- 
edgeof the authorine of the Princein things indifferent, 
is the very foundation of Chriſtian obedience. Andthough 
I know that the handling of theſe 'points-1s very fabie+to 
cenſure, yet for my brerhrens fake of the'Miniſtrie,my hare 
is turned within me,and my boweks of compaſſionare row- 
led rogerher, and therefore I am reſelned ro wadethrough 
honour and diſhonor, good report and bad report, for t 
workes ſake which I couerto performe, Now this applica- 
tion by Gods grace ſhall-bee-dinided-imothree | 
parts. Firſt, a declaration, that inthe Church of England 
the principall points ( for the time will not ſuffer mee ro 
ſpeake of all ) are eſtabliſhed, honeſtly and in order, Second- 
ly, a confutation of certaine generallexceptiqnsrothe'con- 
trarie. Thirdly, anexhorrationto keepe the vnitie-of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace. And to begin with the declara- 
tion ; let ys firſt declare the order which our church vſeth 1n 


making of Charch orders. 

12 By the ancient lawes of this realme, thivkipgdome 
of ENGLAND #& at abſolute Empire and * Monarchie, * Sir Edve. 
conſiſting of one head, which is the King , amd of a-bedje Cooke de 


politike, which bodie polttkethe law diuiderh mrotwo-pe- _— io 
ofs þ, 


nerall parts, the Cleargie and the Laztie . Now the Ki 8. b, 
England being an abfolate Soverajgne 4 nd-conſequently 

by the law of God ſupreme governouroner Ml | 

cauſes Ecclefiaſticall and Temporall within his ownedomi- 

nions, may by the ancient prerogative and lawerot England, wo 

make an Eccleſraſticall* commiſſion , by admiſe whoneof, ov of 7 Ibid. 

the * Metropolitane , he mayaccordingro WisgÞrmeelyavife> «4.2 for 1; 
dome, ordaie and publiſh ſuth te1 emmier/orvites, 44 fhallbe nitormitic. | 
mo#t for the auuancemem of Gods ylorie , the vithifuoatronof bu 

Church, andthe due rexerente of Chris holy amyflerees-antl 
Sacraments, And itis farther enaRtedbynatheritieef® Pay. * Anno 25, 
liament, that the Comocationſhallbee allombledalwaies by H: 5. 
vertne of the Kings Writ, andthattherr Canoncſhalinorbe 


— 
- 


Royal affer . 
According 


16 Proceeding in making of Canons. 
According to which ſtature oxaRot Parliament, it pleaſed 


+ Inthera- Ourgractous * Soueraigne-ro direRt his Vrit to the moſt 
rificatien of reyerend Father in God, the late L, Archbiſhop of Canter- 


the Ca. 


nons, 


buric his grace, by vertue whcrof the Biſhops and others of 
his Pcowmnce ; were ſummoned: and becauſe particular 
Churches ſhayld not be left deſtitute, che Miniſters of euc- 
rie Dioceſle had libertie ro choole two Clerks out of their 
owne bodic by comon conlent to repreſent therelt, Theſe 
aſſembling at theplace and time appointed , by vertue of 
other his MajeſtiesVVrittes directed to the rig} © reverend 
Father in Godzthe; L. Biſhop gt London then being ; d«e!y 
amtberized Prefidenit of the Connocation, proceeded 10 con- 
ſyltation, and after long deliberation, ſer downe their con- 
cluſions, which being the conftiturions of the ſacred ſynod, 
andthe ſame preſented to the King, ratificd by his roiall al- 
ſent,confirmed by his Highoelle letters Patents, vnder the 
great Scale of England , and by his foucraigne authoritie 
bliſhed, commanded and enioined to be diligently ob- 
erued, executed, andequally kept by all the lubiets of 
this kingdome , hanea binding force, and are in the nature 


"ofa law ; and therefore may bec juſtly called the Kings Ec; 


clefiaſticall lawes , in making whereof the Chorch ot Eng- 
land without all controuerhe proceedeth honeſtly and in 
order. 

13 . Buttocometo particulars, let vs firſt conſider our 
Miniſterie, and then our miniſtration. The Miniſters of 
England are notin popular paritie , but our Biſhops are ad- 
uanced abouethereſt , being indued wich power of giuin 
orders, and the exerciſe of Ecclefiaſticall turiſdiftion : a. 


5 1, Timot. thataccording tothe pureſt and Apoſtolicall times. *7 ime- 


$. 23, 


thie and. © Titxs ordained Presbyrers, that is, Minitters of 


* Titus. 5. the Goſpel rowne by towne , and theſe anſwer tro our Pa- 


71 Tim.1.z, 
Titus 15*, 


ſtors of particular Churches, whoſe dutic is to miniſter the 
Word and Sacraments. 7 #morbie himielfe had the ouer- 
Gghrof 7Epheſus;*Tirzs of Creere,not onely of the flocks, 
but of che Miniſters alſo: and had authoritic both ro my. 


a. niſter the Word and Sacraments , which was common ro 


them 


Superjoritie:of Biſhops. 7 
them with all other inferior Presbyters ,and likewiſe to ex-: 
erciſe eccleſiaſtical * zuriſdiction , and by * impoſition of « , T;,q, 
hands to conſecrate to holy orders. Forthe berter executi- x. 19. 
on of whichduries, ithath-pleaſed Chriſtian Kings in all * :.Tim, 
ages, ourofcheir Princely fauours,'to grace and counte- 5: 2? 
nance Biſhops , and by their laweg, examples, and boun- 
tics, to make them acceprable vnto the people, well conſi- 
dering that the decay otthe authoninie of Ecclefiaſticall Ru- 
lers, and the want of yeelding to them reuerence , honour , —_ 
and feare,is the cauſe of all cuil, as Chryſoftome well noted,;; one 
ſaying 3 He that honoureth the Prieſt doth alſo honour God: and Tick. 
he that dejpiſeth the Prieſt, commeth by degrees to thu at la#t, 
that he waxeth contumelious againſt God humſeife. And as 
theſe glorious ſtars and angels arero be honored, ſo againe. 
they muſt remember theſaying of Ambroſe; * Magna ſub-1* Amb. de 
limut as magnan debet habere cautelam. Honor grandes gr and. 4ignitave ſe 
ori debet [ollicitudine circunmallari. WONGE fo 
14 Concerning inferiour Miniſters , the firſt pointto. 
bepondered , is their ordination: For which purpoſe the: 
place is famouſly known, being either the cathedral ehutch:;s Can. zr. 
or the pariſh Church, where the Biſhop refideth. The ime, 
* [eiuma quatwor texmporim,commontly called Ember weeks, * Ibidem. 
which by the wiſedome of our Church,are conſecrated to a 
molt excellent vſc, that all the people of the land ſhould 
fait and praie, that the Lordwould blefle: his Church with- 
learned Miniſters; and ſend foorth woorthy labourers into 
his harueſt. This is apparentby our Canons and Conſtitu- 
tions, and ſurely it isan honeſt, adecent, aholic and hea- 
wenly preparation. z > 59 26 bth 
15 Afﬀterthepreparation, 'follbweth-the:Examipati- 
on both of maners and lcarning;;torthe firſt,| the-perſon: 
deſirous to enterthis holy calling,muſt exhibire letters? ce-,7 C3" 34- 
ſmoniall vnderthe ſcale of ſome Colledge, where he be-. 
foreremained, 'oriof. three orfoure graue Miniſters, with, 
the (bb(criprionpiarhencredible perſons, who. hangkpown 
hjþ-li>and behainour,by the ſpace of dee yeeresnext be» 
/ ts. > d cacefull is' our Church thar this ſhould SOgON 
xy * orm 


r8 Of alrarned Mmiſterce. 
formed honeftlieandin order. 

16 Concerning their learning , our defireis, thatjne- 
vente pariſh the-VWord of God might abound like Eu- 
phrates, and as Jordan, inthe time of harucſt; that the 
doarine ofthe Galpell mightſhine as the light, and over- 
flow as Geonin'timeof vintage: plant (O'Lord)wve beleech 
thee, if it be thy pleaſure, in every pariſh a learned Miniſter: 
O Lord let thy Vrim and Thummin be with thy holy ones, 
that they may reach /acobthy iudgements, and //rae/ thy 
law. But (beloved in the Lord )!ic isone thing to {peake 
ofrhele chingsin ſpeculation , and another when we come 
toprattiſe : A Carpenter may contriue in his head a moſt 
exact and curious buildingzbut when he comes to the point 
hecan makeit:no better then his timber will {uffer. The 
Defendpur of theAdmonition abour thirtie three yeores 


7c. 3, 1, agozanouched that * 2000. ſufficient Preachers which preach 
paz. 40. vide and feed diligently, were hard to be found in this Charch, 


Admicthis were true, and ſeeing there be i2 England about 
10000. pariſhes, ſuppoſe that hbertie had beene granted 
'torhis-great Reformer,to hauereduced the Church of Eng- 
landro his imagined platforme, what would be hauc done? 
ſhould 2000, Pariſhes haue beene furniſhed everte one 
with a ſafficient Preacher, and 8000. beene left forlorne, 
withowr publike Praying, or Preaching , orreading divine 
Sernicet Should they hane had none , none at all, cither 
to miniſter the Communion , or to Baptiſetheir children * 
Fhis had beene rude, and barbarous, and the high way ei- 
ther to Atheiſme, or to Paganiſme.. Should one man have 
had fiue benefices © That were contrarieto his owne prin- 
ciples,forſoech =_ ſhould have had bur the fifr part of a 
Preacher.' Should there have beene a generall diflolution 
| ſhes; and fige reduced to one! Alas that had beene 
a wofull and lamentablereformation. What then remain- 
eth bur onely that which theChorch of England approo- 
ueth y-charis., ro-be fparmginthe former points, and to 


admirſome imo the Mini ODORITT 0X 
ſafficiencie,rill it pleaſe God hat our famous —— 
whic 
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which have already furniſhed many , may by Gods grace 
ſend out their cryſtalltreames to waterthe reſt of the land, 

And ſurely it wereto bee wiſhed , that ſome greater incou- 
ragement were giuen to learned men, by cngreaſing their 
maintenance : For alas, it is notorioully knowne, that ma- 

nie Church liuings haue beeneſo pared tothe quicke, that, 
now they are hardly able to yeeld vicall nounſhment , ſo 
ſharpely hauethey beenc launced andloſt their beſt bloyd, 

But God bee bleſſed , who hath put-into the heart of his 
Maieſtie, a holic endeuour to cure the Church of this con- 
ſaumprion : the father of mercy giue a bleſl[ing vnro.it, and 

the Lord grant thatthe Nobilitie and Gentrie of this land 

may follow his roiall example , andthateuerie onc in his 
degree may ſet his heartand hand to the further building 

of the Lords Temple. In themeane timeI muſt needs ſay, 

that there are not a few in the V niuerhries, graue, learned, 

and vertuous, which might be imploied abroad , but onely 
that ſfundrie Patrons pretferrea golden purſe before a gol- 

den wit. VWherein I would tro God that ſuch as are indued 

with right of preſenting to ſpirituall promotions would 
conſider what an honourable office is committed yato 
them, and whart excellent ſeruice they may performe to the 
Church of God ;z and let them withall call ro minde, what 

a fearcfull accountſuch ſhall one day make, as ceaſe not 

to preferre their priuate gaine before the publike good, 

bur ſuffer ſoules to periſh through their negligentdetaulc, 

or {ymoniacall ſinne. Two reaſons may bee rendred for Pa- 
tronages, building the Church and mainteining the Mini- 
ſer:1n regard whereof, this honour was grantedrtq the lord 

of the ſoile in ancienttime, that hee alone ſhould preſent — 
the Clerke, becauſe he alone prouided for him. Inremem- 
brance whereof, the honour dilcended topoſteritie ; and 
therefore you which enioy thisright from your Noble pro» 
genitours, as you ſucceed themin honour, ſo ſucceed | 

in vertue, and as they have beene honourable founders, ſo 
diſcharge you a good conſcience , and bee faithfull di» 
ſpolers, And you which polleſle he lamedignitie, though 
2G Rot 


Can, 34. 


*;, Im, 
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nor by lineal! diſcent, yet by other lawfull intercftyit is your 
part to be-guod ſtewards, and warily ro diſcharge this Chrj- 
ſian dutie, according to that truſt which the Church of 
Chriſthartvrepoſed inyou : So learning ſhall benovriſhed, 
vertue dduanced,religion floutifſh,and our ewo famous Vni- 
verficies ſhall beexalted hikerhe cedars in Libanus, and as 
the Cypres trees vponthe mountaines of Hermon : They 
ſhall befaire as the Olive tree,and ſweereas the Roſe: They 
ſhall bee fruitfullas che V me , andlike the Terebinth ſhall 
ſtretch foorrh rheir branches ro the glory of God,and con- 
folation of hischildren. Buc to returne ro the preſent Rate 
ofourChurch , it cannot bee denied, but that God hath 
bleſſed this land with a great number of learned men above 
other rations ; yerſecing the namber of pariſhes is exceed- 
ing great , wee are conſtrained to tolerate ſome of meaner 
{ufficiencie. And yerthe* law requireth that evericoneto 
beadmirred into the Miniſterie, ſhould vnderſtand the ar- 
rictes of religion, noronely as they bee compendiovully ſer 
downe inthe Creed, but asthey areat large in our Booke of 
Articles 3 neither vnderſtand them onely, but be able to 


' prooue them ſufficiently our of rhe Scripture: And that 


not in Engliſh onely,bur in Latin alſo. If it be obieRed,;thar 
there bane beene ſundrie conſecrated which are not thus 
qualified: Iconfeſſe itmaybetrue, and itisainſt cauſe of 
lamentation : but yer(beloned) this 1s not the fault of the 
law, but of fach astranſgreſſe the law. Now I ſpeake in de- 
fence ofthe Lawes vnder which I line: If any whoſoeuer 
ſhall rranfgrefſe the lawes, let him anſwer for himſelfe , or 
bearehis owne burthen : that which is of God 1 would wil- 
lingly defend, but Iam no patron of any mans iniquitie : 1 
will conclude this point with the charge S. Paw giueth to 
Fimotby , atd in himto all other Biſhops : * / zeftific before 
Gotl andthe Lord Ieſns Chriſt and the elett Angels that thou 
ebſernr theſe things withour haſtineſſe of indgement , and doe 
nothing after partralitie. Lay hands ſudaenly on no man, neither 
be partaker of other men: ſannes. 

17 And hieete let mee-aduiſe thoſe Miniſters which 


are 
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are no Preachers z that they ſpend nottheirtimendlely, but 
endeyour by all meanes to grow in-wiſdome and: grace, leſt 
they be adiſgrace to that holy calling. For there is no doubt 
but being at their entrancequalfied, as the law requireth, if 
they ſhall marke what they reade publikely, if they ſhall de- 
light to reade the Bible private]y , if chey ſhall ioine ſome * 
ſhort and eafie Commentarie, if they ſhall informe their 
ivdgements by introduttions and inſtitutions of Chriſtian 
religion:if they ſhal be willing to learne of ſuch as can teach + ©,, .c 
them, and ro teach ſuch as ought to learne of them, if they * we af. 4 
ſhall be diligent in Carechiſing, if they ſhall delight in con» of apre- 
ference, and meditate vpon thelaw of God day and night, {<rip* forme 
and withall bee deuour and teruentin praier; there is no of. "0 an 
doubt 1 ſay, but that God may ſoblelle their graine of mus the Church, 
ſtard-ſeed,that it may grow into a goodly tree, their ſparkle T. C. Sec 
that it may becomea flame, their drop that it may rife into Whitg;: «. 9. 
ariuer , and ouerflow like Nilus with her filuer ſtreames. 28; 459: 
Blefle O Lord theſe gracious beginnings and holy ende- P3. ap 
uours, let them not be like the morning dew that drieth a- niforme or- 
way , but let them grow in grace, and flouriſh more and der, but ſuch 
more, hike the tree that 15 planted by theriver fide. andin fuch 
18 Afterthe examination is tendered * Subſcription: ws my 
and (arely to the end that they which ſhould teach other Jeclared, 
men obedience , may be good ſ\ubjetts themſelues, ir is ex- T.C. See 
<———_ that they ſubſcribe to the firtt article, that is,to the Whitg. pag, 
rinces Swpremacie. T he ſecond article conkilteth of two 77% | , 
branches, the booke of Common Praier , and the booke of Par 
Conlecration. Concerning the fieſt, though the admoni- precum &+ ri- 
tion to the Parhament did formerly fancie a voluntarie and tm eccleſs- 
extemporall forme of Praier , as the ſpiric ſhould mooue a <4 pro- 
man, yet the defender of the admonition agreerh with vs, =_ - wag 
tharchere ſhould bea.' proſeript and * wniferme order, the p.feribm di. 
obſcruation of which-yniformitie both in praier andcere- cedere in fun- 
monie was long ago commended by * Calxin rothe Duke fine ſua nan 
of Sommerler, and therefore weare agreed vpon this gene _—_ 


ralitie. But to cometo particulars, there was {ct outa booke _ Pry 


- of Common Praxer, n,the beginving of King Edward: ep. 87, 
| 2 


raigne, 


22 «+ _ Of Subſcription. ; 
raigne, which Alexander Aleſimsa learned man of Scotland 
tranſlated into Latin , as a fingular comfort for the whole 
Chriſtian world in thoſe dangerous daies , and this ſeemerh 
to be the ſame ypon which Afartin Bucer gave his learned 
cenſure. In the fiftand fixt yeere of K. Edward, the former 
* booke was reformed and brought to ſuch ſingular perfeRi- 
on , that Archbiſhop Cranmer oftered in Q. Marie time 
ſo he might bealliſted by a tew moe learned men, to de- 
fend it againſt all commers. And profound Ridley affirmed 
that the whole Dinine ſernice was formed and faſhioned ro the 
true vine of Scripture : & D. Tailour avouched, that there 
was ict out by K. Edward the whole Church ſernice wuh great 
deliberation and adgice of the beſt learned of the Realme autho- 
reed bythe whole Parliament, fully perfefted according to the 
rules of Chriſtian Religion in enery behalfe , that no Chriſtian 
conſcience can be any way offended with any thing therein con- 
teined, Yea Caluinhimſelfe, though he milliked ſome things 
in our Liturgie yet tearmed them tolerable: but I perſwade 
; Cal.ep200, PY ſelfe , that * Calvin would not call any thing tolerable 
Js Aoglicens Which he indged impious,& thereforeI ſuppoſe that in his 
litwrria qus- indgement there was no impietic at all : & yet ſome in our 
lemdeſcribtis Church have refuſed ſubſcription evenin regard of thoſe 
_— ” things which Calm thought tolerable. Butro come ro the 
lecineptias, forme of Common prater,as it was eſtabliſhed by Q. Ehz4- 
' beth: 6 what bleſſings hath the Lord vouchſafed the peo- 
ple of this land, by meanes of that bookethow many milli- 
ons of ſoules have receiued comfort by itthow many thou- 
ſands of learned men have commended and defended it * 
you ſhall heare one for all, even rhatindicious Jewel, in 
whole opinion it containeth nothing either fegreeing from 
Jul. Apol, holy Scriptwre, or mirbeſeeming ſober men. And yet it hath 
Lond. 1591- plcafed our gracious foverainge, that ſome things ſhould 
Pag- 45. & beexplaned that the publike forme of prajer might be free 
Po Rei, Pot onely from blame but from (wſpitim. wherefore: our vene- 
pro w- 3g rable Conaocation, conſidering how this booke hath beene 
mitateq, Allowed by ſuch a world of witneſſes , and pabliſhed by the 
Lac, 5. Mart. Soueraigne authoritic of moſt leatned & religious gy. 
an 
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booke, and binde all that heereafterſhall beeadmitted ej- * Katie au- 


AD - tem expedite 
ther to the miniſterie, or to any Eccleſiaſticall promoti- po m4, omg 


on by their ſeuerall Subſcriptions ro approovethe ſame? ,, 3; exter 
Moreouer, becauſe it were intolerable that they which ze» pe ſumma 
hauc deſired conſecration, and obtained it at the hands of 9»edeam de- 
our reverend Biſhops , and that (as we are conſtantly per- ON ae 
ſwaded) in ſuch forme as is agreeableto the bleſſed word of prombomy eng 
God, ſhould ſpeake againſt their owneordets, or againit 4icenduw ſe- 
that hand wherewith they were conſecrated , therefore quaztur om- 
it is requiſite that they ſhould ſubſcribe to the ſecond *** «4 quam 
branch,thatis, the booke of Conſecration. And totheend —_ 
that they which publikely inſtruR others , ſhould be ſeaſo- ,., epiſcops & 
ned themſclues with true religion ; and no gappe left open parochi inrein. 
to falſe or curious doGtrines: it is moſt fit that they ſubſcribe 19%ds «dftrin- 
tothethird and laſt, that 1s, the booke of the articles ofreli- —_— | pk 
gion, and his alſo(though in more ſevere maner)was 'Cat- ,,,1, £,53um 
ins aduice to the duke of Sommerler. In al theſe points the admutrarur »i. 
Church of England requireth ſubſcription, and 1s therfore ff ponder il 
ſharply cealured by her owne children. But they which '*, <e#rine 
are ſuch admirers of forraine Churches abromd , let them a oo 
lictlein this very point compare the Church of England ;arww. 

with that famous Church of Geneua. Firſt , the Churchof * 4 civitw 
England requireth ſubſcription of the Miniſters, and not of Prom emoi- 
the common people : but the Church of Geneua vrgeth _ 
not the Miniſters onely, but the * people alſo. $ lie, Jus populns 
the Church of England requireth this approbation, that »niverſ#: eiu- 
her rites are not contratie ro the word of God: but-the rt» palam pee 
Church of Geneua will haue herdiſcipline reccived in a ?** i" © 


ftianam vel. 


*..more high and glorious maner. Thirdly, the Church of yiewew ac dif 


iplinam paucis Capitibus comprebenſam inraret. Be7a in vite Caluini a quibus poſica di. 
eedere neque miniftiris neque ciacbus liceret ibidem. 
IT D 3 England 


' 24 Prenention of Symonie and Scoiſme. 


England contenterh her-ſclfe onely with ſubſcription, but 
the Church of Geneua is more peremp:orie iequiring aſo- 
s Dedit tamen lemne 7 oth. 
Domings 20, 19 After Subſcription followeth Conſecration, or Im- 
Iu!y <n.1537- poſition of hands, which in the Church of England is per- 
ka mo oak formed with ſuch words of wiſdome and in ſuch maner, as 
ſeribs row fleſh and bloud ſhould not take vpon thenvto controle 
tw populoguee 20 - Andas our Church is carefull ro make good Mi- 
Genewenſs in niſters, ſo ſhe hath a ſingular regard in placing them. And 
krone" becauſe many Patrons in placing their Clerks have golden 
ligionit ac bſ= "ifts i more precious account then gifts ofgrace, there- 
cipline ſimul P . =» 
cefits inrare.. tore the Chuch of England ha'h prouidently appointed an 
tur. ibidem. oth againſt * Symonie. And heere I beſeech all my bre- 
* Canon 40. thren of the Minitterie in the bowels of Chriſt Teſus, to 
make a conſcience of this oth , when they enter their li- 
vings: For how canthey cxpett that God will bleſle their 
proceedings, ifthey ſhall make their beginnings with Sy- 
monie, and colour it ouer with perturic” 

21 Andas ourChurch is deſirous that men may enter 
their livings with a good conſcience, ſo (he is gracioullie 
prouidentthart they may diſcharge their dutie when they are 
entred : Wherefore the law provideth for their perſonall 

* Canon4r. * reſidence, and in caſe of abſence for alcarned ſupply. 

42.43-44-45- 21 And foraſmuch as the Church of Godin all ages 
hath had ſome which after good and plauſible beginnings, 
have notwithſtanding proued firebrands of ſchiſm,& ſoun- 
ded thetrumpet of (edition , therefore the oth of canoni- 
call obedience is a rouchſtone to trie their preſent affeCti- 
ons, a bridle to curbe their future palſ1ons , and a gracious 
meanes to preſerue the precious peace and vnitic of the 
Church. 

23 Moreouer, the meſſengers of peace ſhould not 
onely be peaceable, but alſo painfull in feeding the flacke 
of Chriſt, and yer Sermons heeretofore in ſome places hane 
beene verie rareand daintie, infomuch that father Latymer 
in histime compared them to ſtrawberies, which came bur 
once a yeere. Wherefore thatin ſtead of ſtrawberie Ser- 


Mons 


the mercy of God in Chriſt: then afrera holy exhortation, 


Sermons : Homilies. 25 


mons there might bee a more plentifull proviſion in the 
houſe of God, our Church hath decreed, that if the Mini- 
ſters reſiding vpon their benefices be Preachers not lawful- 
ly hindered, they ſhall preach every * Sabbath , and ifthey 
be no Preachers,they ſhall procure 7 monthly Sermons. 

24 Furthermore becauſe (luch isour ſelte pleaſing va- 
nitie) we thinke our ſelues fit roflic before our feathers be 
growne , and ſundrie to auoid the odious brand of dumbe 
dogees and 1doll ſhepheards, are readie to ſtretch and 
ſtraine themſelues aboue their ſtrength being forward to 
ſpeake when ſilence would better becomethem ; therefore 
it is wiſely enaRed , that none ſhall preach but ſuch as are 


© Canon 4x. 


7 Canon 46, 


allowed by the * Biſhop of the Dioceſle. In the meane time * Canon 45, 


they moſt read Homilies , that is, holie and learned Ser. 
mons,publikely ſer out by authoritie. Surely ( dearely be- 
loved) quirking braines may haue their conceits, and wan- 
ton wits may be more merrie then wiſe : but when theſe 
things are indicioully weighed in an equall ballance , it will 
be found that the wiſedome of the Church hath diſpoſed 
them honeſtly and im order. 

25 And as our Church defireth that doftrine may 
ſhine like the light of the Lord vponthe holie. candleſticke, 


ſo ſhe is carefull that the * converlation of her Miniſters be * 


ſuch as may adorne the Goſpell of Chriſt. In making of 
which Canon, the church of England may ſeemeto have ſer 


Canon 75, 


before her cies that golden ſentence, * Let thy Prieſts 6 Lord * Plal. 32.9, 


our miniſtration. 

27 Thebeginning of ou: Church Sernice, is with, ſome 
memorable ſentence of holy Scripture appointed for rhat 
purpoſe, moouing to repentance and prater, or magriifying 


all 
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4 Elay 57.15. 


© Cant 4.15. 


7 Luk 17.10. 
®* Phul. 3.13. 


26 The ( burch Seruice.: 
all of vs both Miniſter and people fall downe before the 


throne of grace confeſſing onr finnes, with an humble, 
lowly, peniceat and obedient heart , meckely kneeling vp- 
on cc : without queſtion ( beloved) heere is a holic 
andableſſed beginning. - Now becaule that, God which 
dwelleth in * erernitie, hath reſpeCt to an humble and contrite 
{þrit, and hath appointed the Miniſter tro comfort them 
which mourne in $10n, therefore in the next place, the Mi- 
niſter in the name of Ieſus Chriſt , pronounceth forgiue- 
nelle of finnesto all chat truely repent and vnfainedly be- 
leeue his holie Goſpell, This is the oile of gladneſle, the 
balme of Guead, the fountaine of grace for the waſhing a- 
way of finnes,: © O the fountaine f the gardens, the Well of 
lining water, and the firings of Lebanon. And leſt any man 
having the pardon of his finnes pronounced , ſhould take 
occaſion of clrnall libertie, theretore our Church doth pre- 
ſently apply a preſeruatiue againſt preſumption, and acon- 
ſecuariue of all grace and godlineſlg, euen that zealous and 
piercing praier, which the Lord leſus himſelfehath taught 
vs. And becauſe when we hauc done all that we can,we are 
7 unprofitable ſernants, and muſt * ferget tharwhich is be- 
hinde, and indeuor our /elues wnto that which ts before, there- 
fore as though we had yet done nothing , we beſeech him 
ro open our Lipper, that our month may ſhew foorth hu praiſe, 
Ando with praierto him which is beſt able to helpe vs, 
wee giue glory to the bleſſed Trinitie , in all which what is 
there, whichcan be bertered by the wit of man © Now for- 
aſmuch as the minde of man in praier mounceth aloft with 
Eagles wings, piercing the clouds with ardent affeRion, 
and powring out her plaintesinthe boſome ofthe Alaugh- 
ty,therfore leſt the vehement attention which is required in 
praier, ſhould be dulled by long continuance , our Church 
vieth a profitable varictie, intermingling the reading of 
heauenly wiſedome: wherein the loule caſting and ſecing 

how good and gracious the Lord is, feedeth ypon him by 

diuine contemplation ; and ſo returneth to praier with 


a greater inflammation. The Pſalms being a ſtore-houſe of 
all 
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all godlinefſe, wiſedome, and grace , ſo plaine to the ſim- 
ple, ſo profound to the pos 0s toall ſorts, in all 

, inall eſtates, ioy or griete, proſperitie or aduerſitie, 
our Church defireth ro make familiar to all men, and there- 
fore we reade them ouer euery monerh, ſtill interlacing the 
Hymne of glorie to the blefled Trinitie . Then follow 
Chapters of the old and new Teſtament,intermingled with 
ſacred Hymnes , ail in a knowne language, ſo God is 
glorified and the peopleedified.lt is true that to ſome parts 
of the Apocrypha we give publike audience in our church, 
yet we omit ome * bookes thereof, and reade them nota « ,, ,;,. 
all ; and thoſe bookes we reade, we reade not altogither in- þookes of 
tirely, but omit ſome © Chapters and peeces * of Chapters, Maccabes, 
which ſome have thought capable of hard conſtruQion. — —_ 
Andaif any thing wereade be ſuch as may ſeemeto ſound _ p 
ſuſpiciouſly or doubtfully , wee hold it our dutie to make ,nqs. _ 
the molt charitable and chriſtian conſtraftion: and if wee kalender of 
cannot of our (clues ſatisfie our ſelues, wee are referred for the booke of 
reſolution of our doubts to the * Biſhop of the Dioceſle, of 292-0" 


poſitions and not for divine,& therfore we reade them nor Praicr. 

*for confirmation of Faith, but for information of meners,&t , 
yerhaueT ſaid nothing of the libertie'granted by the Pre- Aficles. 
face 'of the ſecond booke of Homilies concerning the zric. 6 
changing of Chapters. Moreover, though ſome portions + Gen. 36. 
of the Canonicall, concerning Geneatogies, and ſome 0: & alibi, 
ther * intricate and myſticall-points be not appointed to be * As in Leui- 
ſolemnly read in our Church ſervice, yer we viuallyalleage (1c 55" * 
and expound them in Sermons. Neither is it our | ; 
to aduance the Apocryphal which we reade,aboue the Ca- 
nonicall which we reade not : _ all Canonicall being the 
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ſacred Oracles of God , haue incomparable preheminence 
of excellenciezyer nothing doth hinder,but that ſome thing 
in itſelfe of farre leſler excellencie., may be more familiar 
for popular capacitie. After the Chapter of the new Teſta- 
ment, accompanied with aholic Plalme or Hymne, wee 
all ſtand vp boldly profeſſing our faith before God and 
men, in that forme which is moſt anciently receined im the 


Al Church of Chriſt: for which purpoſe we vie ſometimes the 
ig Crecd of Atharnaſixs, and elſewhere the Creed ofthe Coun- 


cell of Nice. Having thus fedde our mindes with hea- 
uenly meditation of the bleed Word , and confeſſed our 
faith in the hohe Trinitie, we fall a freſh to Praiec : we praie 
for our Prince, for all the States of the land , for all Gods 
children, and that for all ble(ſings ſpiritvall and tea-porall: 
and we praie onely to God, and onely inthe merits of Teſus 
Chriſt. And becauſe thelife of man is ſubie& to a ſeaof 
miſcries, and little doe we know what itorme may hang o- 
ver our heads, and ſuddenly ſurprizecither vs or any of our 
brethren; thetefore that Gods preſent wrath may bee ap-= 

aſed; and future dangers gracioully preuented, we hum- 
ble our. ſoules in the preſence of God with a moſt deuour 
Letanie, whichis ſo patherically penned, that it may ſeeme 
ro ſoare aloft with wings of ſanRified afteions, and to 
pierce the $kies asit were with darts of deuotion. And af- 
ter ſometime ſpentin Praier , wee intermingle againe the 
reading, of Gods holie word :-ro beate downe finne, wee 
| reade Gods firie law,and fearcfull commandements , reli- 
 onlumcronng him to incline our hearts to keepe his 

aw: Andtokindleand increaſe our ſpirituallioy, we reade 
' thoſe comfortableandfeleRted portions of Scriprare called 
; Epilttiesand Goſpels. Now forthe holie Commumion,it is 
ſo religiouſly penned ,) and ſorewerently performed iin our 
/ © Church,as is molt aprto kindle deuotion, to.inflame faith, 

toraiſe vp the mindefrom earthly- cogutations , and to ra- 

uiſh the {pirit with heauenly ioy : for it is repleniſhed with 

moſt zealous exhortations , lowly conte(ſions , piercing 


praiers, celelkall comforts, angelicall lauding and praiſing 
| 0 
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of God: and not preſuming ro come tothe Lords table, 
truſting in our owne righteouſneſe,but in his manifold and 
cat mercies, we beſeech him to grant that we may ſo eate 
the fleſh of his deare ſonne, and drinke his bloud , that ovr 
bodies being clenſed and our ſoules waſhed, wee may cuer 
dwell in him, and he in vs. Andthoogh we are not woor- 
thie of our ſclues, ſomuch as to gather vp thecrums vnder 
his table, yet after therehearſall of Chriſts holy inſtitution 
(ſuch is the mercy of God, in the merits of Chrift) we are 
made partakers of this heauenly banquet, even of the pre 
cious bodie and bloud of Chriſt, for the forgiueneſſeofour 
ſinnes, and all other benefits of his paſſ1on. So againe'/pow- 
ring out praiers, and rendring t and glorie to God on 
high, we conclude the celebration of theſereuerend myſte» 
ries,pronouncing a bleſſing to the people departing.” I hus 
werepent and pray z wee reioice and praie: we thanke 
and praie: we confelle our faith and'praie: wee reade and 
praie : we heare and praie: we preach andpraie: we receiue 
the Sacraments and praie. This is the order of our Church, 
which may well becalled the houſe of Prajer. [acob when 
he awaked from the dreame of the ladder, he ſaid, * How 
rexerend us this place, it 1s none other then the houſe of God , and 
the g.te of heanen, Solfay,vmo you, oh how reuerend is 
this Church of England, where God is thus ſerued © ſurely 


itis the houſc of God, and this gracious ſerving of him is 


the gate otheauen. And thus much of the declaration,and 
now I cometothe confutation. 

28. As 1acob loved Joſeph above the reſt of his chil- 
dren, and in token thereof made him a partie coloured 
coat: ſo God hath loued the Church of England aboue ma- 


1 Gen,28.17. 


nie ocher Churches: he hath decked and adorned her with Th. confu. - 
ſundrie gifts and graces : ſo-thatſhe is like to a kings daugh- tation, 


ter in a beautifull garment of changeable colours. Of /o- 
ſeph it is ſaid,that The * archers ſhot at him, and thoſe archers 
were his brethren: ſo ofthe Church of England it may bee 
faide, thar the archers ſhot at her, and ſome of them wereher 


owne children, O mercifull God yn would imagine that *Gen.49.23» 
men 


2 
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men borneand bred info. holy a Church ſhould ſhoote fo 

3 See the an- many venemousarrowesat their owne mother? Some'in 
frer of Or- their firie zcale, haue called our Church muſicke ? meretri- 
we oo cious : Our reading of the Plalmes, the * roſſing of tennie bats: 
hs our briete and piercing praters, * cuts & ſhreds : our choice 
ovide ofthe Epiſtles and Goſpels,the cutting and © mangling ofthe 
Arch: Whit. $cripture:the reading of Service and Homwilies,woorſethen 
PS 37: 1 Aftage” plait: yea our viing of the © Letanie, the * Nicene 
Arch. Whit. Creed, the '* Hymae of glorie,the Creed of '* Athanaſine, 
pag. «94, the ** Euangelicall Hymnes,and the *? Lords praier it ſelfe 
*T.C. hath not elcaped their cenſure. What a world are wee 
apud 4; growne vnto , when '* thankeſgiving after childe-birth, 
_ "I kneeling at the Communion, ** reading theholy _ 
Aview of tureand *7 funerall Sermons are made matters of reproch* 
popiſi abu- yeathe whole Communion Booke , ſome are ſaid to call 
ſesremai- ay jdoll, a Portmus, a peece of Swines fleſb : yeathe very Tem- 
yo. _—_ ples of God they are ſaid to tearme temples of Baa!, 1doll 
2g. 798. /Jnagogner, abominable ſties, Bur 1 hope my brethren ofthe 
; Admonir. Miniteric , for whoſe loueI have vndertaken this labour, 
& T. C.vide are for the moſt part more iudicious , and of a mildertem- 
Arch, Whit. er: yet becauſe diuers of them ſtand as yet vnreſolued , 
; } rw & imagining that we come neerer to the chuch of Rome,then 
T. C. vide indutie we ſhould, and thereforein the tenderneſle of their 
Arch, Whit. conſcience , make ſcruple, whether they may ſafely ioine 
p's: _ 4. with vs or noz therefore I will bend my ſelfeto anſwer thoſe 


Arch, Whiz, #89ments , which in mine opinion doe moſt commonly 


496. intanglethem : thar is cerraine generall exceptions which 
*' Ibidem. are yaiuerſally oppoſed againſt the orders & ceremonies of 
**Admon. our Church. Thele firic darts flic farre and wide,the le 
vide Arch. 111en and women haue learned diſdainfully ro daſh them in 
Whitg: P38- our faces: theſe I holdir my datie ro quench, or atleaſt to 
3 Oxfords doe mine endeuour ; 1 will therefore bring my bucket of 
anſwerro water, and commit the euentto the gracious goodnefle of 
the humble Almightie God, And for- breuities ſake I will reduce all 


etit-on & 
Arch Whitg.pag, 803. ** Admon. &T, C. vide Archiepiſcop. Whitg. tr, 9.c. 7. | 
1 Admon. &T C. .yide Archiep. Whirg, p. 598. ** Admon, vide Arch. Whutg. 
Pag+ 568, 7 Admon. yide Archiepiſcopum Whitg, pag. 727; theſ 
c 


Of rites not commanded. 31 


theſe arguments into one, the branches whereof ſhall bee 
handled in order. Thoſe orders and ceremonies which were 
neither commanded of God in holie Scripture, norpraQti- 
ſed inthe Apoſtles times, bur are call, popiſh, and an- 
tichriſtian, being ſcandalous where they remaine, and ther- 
fore caſt out of other reformed Churches, are in no wiſe to 
be imbraced or afſented vnto by ſubſcription : bur ſuch ſay 


they are ſundry ofthe ordersand ceremomes of the Church * _,4,, ©» 
of England , therefore not to be imbraced nor yeclded vn- prixci 


to by Subſcription. 

29 And firſt they * require that nothing ſhould be pl«- 
ced in Gods Church, but thoſe things onely which the Lord bins- 
felfe i bit word commandath.Now it is ſuppoſed that we haue 
many rites , which are not commanded , as for example, 
where is the Surplefle commanded 7 where is the Ring in 
marriage commanded © where is the Croſſe in baptiſme 
commanded 7 where is kneeling at the Communion com- 
manded © Theſeanda number of otherthings are vied in 
our Church, which (as it is obieted) Godin his holie 
Word hath no where commanded. To which obieQion I 
anſwer : Firit, that if vnder this word ( communded ) 
comprehend things commanded in generall, then theſe 
and the like orders of qur Church are commanded. It they 


demand where * I anſwer, in euery place where God com-— 


mands vs to obey our Prince. For the meaning of Gods c6. 
mandementis,that we ſhould obey the Prince in all things 


lawfu]l : butthings * indifferent, are things lawfull: there- », c,,. 
fore God commands vsroobey our Prince in things indif- 1. 23. 


ferent : But all theſe things are indifferent: &thertore in all 
theſe God commands vs to obey our Prince : yea even in 
this my textitis commanded, when iris faid ; Lee all rhmgs 
be done honeflly and by order, Secondly, if by ( commanded ) 
they vnderſtand a-particular command: then I grant that 
theſe things are not ſo commanded : but neither are their 
owne rites , they ſo much deſire, any where thous comman- 
ded. A white Surpleſle (I confefſe ) is no where comman- 
ded: neicherisablacks gowne , or cloake any where com- 
E 3 manded:- 


® Heſter 
9. 21, 

# 29. 

* 23.27. 
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manded, Kneeling at the Communion is no where com- 
manded: but neirher 15 fitting or any other geiture which 
they allow, any where commanded. - If our orders may not 
bercceiued , becauſe they are not commanded, then nei- 
ther can theirs be imbraced,for they are no where comman- 
ded. If theirs be not commanded, and yet be lawtull: chen 
ours alſo may.be lawfoll though they be not commanded. 
Let themſcluegbe.iudges, lct themacquit vs or condemne 
vs, chuſe them whether. Thirdly,asthey arc not comman- 


' ded,lfo are they no where in hohe Scripture forbidden , ci- 


ther direRtly or:-þy conſequence : it they bee, let the places 
be produced; if they be not, then ſeeing they are ncither 
commanded nor-forbidden, the Lord hath lcft them as 
things indifferent :and thereforcauthoritie may command 
them; and-wee may with a good conſcience obſerue them 
without finne. Fourthly, it ſhall bee conuinced by exam- 
ple ; and firſt: what ſpeciall commandement of God way 
there for * Parim,which Mardochers intoined, * Heſter let 
forward, and the * Jewes c{tabliſhed for all generations 7 
Was the inſtitacion divine. or Ecclchiaſticall © 1f meerely 
divine, let it ſo appcere by divine autchoricie : if Ecccle- 
Gaſticall, then Iinquire, whether it was lawipll , orynlaw- 
fullf It lawfull for the Jewiſh Church,why not forthe Chei- 
ſtian © Ifit bee ſard that the Jewiſh Church was direfted by 
the ſpirir,it is true : And vnlefle the contrarie could be pro- 
ved , why ſhould wee not wwdge the bke of the Chriſtian 


Church, which hath more ample promiſes © If it be ſarde 


ig. 18, 


E 19, 
7 21, 


T Maccab, 
15-36. 37. 


that He/fter and Mardachers didit by Ipecialland cxtraordi- 
nary direi6nszthey muit gonſfider,that we mult not fle to 
extravrdinatie motions without ſuſkcient warrant of holie 
S$c4prore. Aud this ſzemeth to be done by the ordinary po. 
wer of the Church : torthe Jewes inShuſhan kept the * fif- 
tecnth day of the njoneth Agar wh feeaſting and1oy : the 
lewesof the villages kept the* tourteeuth, oe Afardochers 
brought them to an vniformine by inzoining of 7 both 
daies. Afterward the lewes by reaton'ot an-other delme- 
rance added the * thirtcenth day, changing i from faſting 
; an 
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and mourning, to feaſting and ioy : and the-bke they did 
commonly, vpon the like occaſion, If any imagine ir to be 

vnlawfull (chough that imagination were very ſtrange) let, | ib 
him caſt his eic vpon another example, I meane the teaſt of , Y . 
the Dedication, which was no where commanded in the *1ghn 10, 


may ſceme ro have approoned it by his preſence. But to *Bullinger 
leaue theſe Iewiſhfeſtinals, and ro. come to the Chriſtian. et Cas. 


The feaſt of the Natiuinie is no where commandediin icrip- AER and 
crs it 


-— ture,ye: hath binallowed bythe general conſent of al Chri- ven vba 


ſia nations. Some*reformed churches haue laid away thoſe ,,.;;,n 
feſtiuals , which beare the name ot Saints : yet * they which the Har. C. 
vie them not themſelues , excuſe the vie of them in the 15.2d Boh, 
Church of England. The Church of * Geneuaatthe com. 2Þſeru. 1. 
ming of Calm, obſerued no holidaies y but the Sabbath , |" 
onely , forſo it pleaſed 7 Farellxs and Yiretrs to appoint, guaws ingre. 
The ſame decree, which baniſhed * Farris and Calrin, derer, rule 
brought in other holidaies: and \Cainivat bis teturne from ?701/#+ crane 
baniſhmene-fought a * middle courſe, which was, that qlie Frapwer 
feaſt of the Nanuitie ſhould becelcbrared ,andas ferother 72 cnt” 
holidaies;rhere ſhouldbeſolemneprajers inthe forenoone, «1, 118, 


and the people ſhould retnrne totheir labour in the after» 7 Forelo &y 
noone. This proouing inconvenient, they were all againe /***** #*c 2th 
abrogated, except the Sabbath onely:> Calwin ** p "Y tem fo 
that he was not the cauſethereof ,yernot*, millikingie de? » ua apud 
ing done. *'* Other reformed Churches wvſcd fore more, 97 celebran- 
ſome fewer, according totheirChnſtanhbertic. Where. «7 cadew 
fore it is cleere, that the Church inall ages kazh vied autho 2m ou 
ritie in mm : andtheculismesand conſticuti- = 4 
ons of the Church which are notzepugnantiothe word of relws, foimes 


God, haue beene generally approoucdalthough.no where exp»/6.C-l- 

commanded. Laſtly, though the. admonition would. have by" 0, as 
1* Foo ſant16 teftart poſſum me inſtto ac ne optente quidem banc rem faiſſe tranſalam. ihid, 
13 Ego tamerſe neqrſuaſor req; impulſer ſui, fic tamen. actidiſſe nen_myieſi« fers, ibid, 124. 
Bullinger ep. 129. inter ep1f}, Cal, | w_c 
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onely as may.he altered, One kinde of Phyſicke agrees not 

toall bodies, neither one kinde of ceremonie to all Chur- —- 

ches: theſame Phyſicke which is good for the bodie when 

itis yoong, may be dangerousinthe ſame diſcale when it 1s 

old, One manerof diſcipline may beleemea citie , and an 

other a kingdome. One may be good for a Church newly 

planted, and an other when it is1n the flouriſh., Onecere- 

monie may be ſeemely for the time of peace , and an other 

forthe rime of perſecution, Now to requirelike where the 

caſe is vnlike agrees not with reaſon. Our Saviour did cele- 

brate the Communion ? after Supper, and it was fit hee 2, Cor, rr. 

ſhould fo , for the Paſſeouer by the law was to be eaten be- 25 

rweene the * twocuenings: and the Communion was to *Exod.12.6. 

"if ſucceed thePaſleouer, therefore it was fit that the Commu- 

nion ſhould be inftituted in the evening. But for vs to ce- 

lebrate it in themorning is farre more convenient. For I 

make no doubt but our learned and godly brethren, which 

ſeeke reformation, will in this point rather ioine with the 

Church of Erigland, and with all other Chriſtian Churckes 

which make choice of the morning,then wich the Anabap- 

tiſts , which celebrate itin theeuening after ſupper. And to 

proceed, in the Apoſtles timethey did baptiſein * rivers «AA; 3, 36. 

and fountaines; ſhall we therefore leaue our Churches, and 

baptiſe our children in riuers to the imitation of the Apo- 

{tles 7 that imitation were vndiſcreet, for they lived intime 

of perſecution, and therefore were glad totake the oppor- 

tunitie oftime and place, Weliuein time of peacc, where- 

in the Churches ( God be thanked ) are open vnto vs. If 

God for our ſinnes ſhould lay pertecution ypon vs,we mult 

be content to doe as they did. Andthere is nodoubt, bur 

if God had giuen them thar libertie, which he hath granted 

vs, they would have done 1n this pointas we doezand have 

thanked him for the bleſſing of peace. Inthe: Apoſties 

timethe Miniſters lived by volumarie © contributions, or © Aft.4.37. 

by their owne 7 handie labours, for how could they. doe o- 7 A020. 34- 

therwiſe? They lived notonelyia perſecution , bur their ** ©2543 

enemics the Leuiticall Prieſts had the tithes during the 
F ſtanding 
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$8: 4:37- Randi of the Temple: Bur now when ang 

;bibliovb. pointed for the Miniſters c Goſpell by Chriftian 
Fra 1.3. de Princes , ſhall weereturneto handic labour, or voluntarie 
pert, meth. 4. contributions® In the Apoſtles time, the people ſold their 
At4 "6.5 poſſeſſions, and laidthe money * atthe Apoſtles feere;but 
did Grft di- ſhalt our people be tied of necelintiero doe thelike 7 Inthe 
nide Þispro- Apoſtles time there wereno Chriſtian Colledges, nor Vni- 
vince into gerſjties founded z ſhall we therefore diflolue ovr famous 
parithes.vide \jqjuerfities, and damme vp the welprings of learning? In 
__ mo Apoſtles rtme it was hard to finde any Chriftian Ho- 
The third ſpirals for the poore; bot is this a reaſon that now we ſhould 
obicftion. hauenone? Inthe Apoſtles timerhe ” Bible was not divi- 
"Now they ged into Chaprers and Verſes as now it 1s;ſhall we therfore 
m_ —_ reiet an inuention ſo commodious © Inthe Apoftles time, 
others by the bonnds of Pariſhes were not fo diſtingniſhed as now 


Popiſh and **rhey are3dorh ittherfore follow that rhisdiftintion muſt 


Antichriſti- he taken aw 7 not {o{beloned:)for when the ſtate & cone 


oy” wel, Jition is vrilcke;an abſolute conformitie isnor to be vrged. 


Gowne, 31 Thirdly, it is commonly obieQted, thatowr cere- 
Tippet. 4»d monies are * popiſhand Antichrifſtan,yea & ſome of rhem 
az4ine: Now not onely popiſh butlewifh al{o-: ro which ic may bee an- 
_—_ {wered.that if their meaning be, that they are the muention 
pleſſes deui. of Antichriſtian Popes , chis confure (as they apply it)will 
ſed by Pope vndoubredly prooue more ſharpethen ſound, becaufe ma- - 
Adr. Adm. ny of ourrires which they ſo brand , and amongf the reft 
" They con- the *\Croflegwere inthe Church before the Popedome was 
feſſe rharthe F,arched. Andalthoughit may ber that ſome of our cere- 
Baptime monies were deuiſed by the Biſhop of Rome: yer itfollow- 
was mentio- eth not that they were the invention either of heretrikes or 
nedby Cy- of ; Antichriſt. For though now the Chnrch of Rome bee 
Freceiſe of BEreticall , and feemettr to bee rhe verie cage of Anti- 
erofſe prin. Ebrilt, yet in ancientrime it wasnotſo. A great number of 
tredat Am- Biſhops there before Sylwefker were holy men and Mar. 
ſterdam tryrs: Batſuppoſe ſome of -onr orders were deuiſed b >. 
7-2 piſts and herertkes, what then £ 1f among the filth oe y 
ethns his 4 bere/ies fanth agreat*controter of our Church,chere be found 
booke, ny good thing, as it were a graine of good corne in 4 great drale 


\ 
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Of orders deuiſed by Papiſts. 37 
of darnell, that we willingly rectine, not 4s theirs, but as the 
Tewes did the holy Arkg from the Philiftines, whereof they were 
wninit owners. And againe he ſaith, it may come to paſſe that 
the (ynagogne of Sathan may bane ſome one thing at [ome time 
with more conneniencie then the true and catboliks Church of 
Chriſt : as for example 3 The Church did vie inancient time 
to powre water thrice in Baptiſme in token ofthe Trinitie : 
The * Exnemiax heretikes deviſed the powring of water : $,,,m. 
once, to crolle the dodtrine of the Tnnitie, Bur what * ſhall lib.s,cap.x6. 
once applying of water be for eyer vnlawfull, becauſe it was 
broughein by herenikes*our controuler contefleth the con- 
trarie, and affirmeth that it is ved «» moſt d churches. 
And ſurely it is not onely lawfull , but in caſes more 
convenient : for where thrice hath beeneabuſcd to ſignifie 
three Gods, there once may bee expedient to beroken one 
God : likewiſe in cold countries , eſpecially in winter time, 
and the rather when the childe is weake. Some flowers may 
a inthe wilderneſſe, and ſome things may proceed from 
eretikes, and yer not vnſeemely to be vied in the Church 
of Chriſt. Many of our Colledges were builded by papiits, 
yeaand our Churches partly by papiſts, partly by * Paj- * Greg, lib. 
nims, and muſt chey needes bee downe, onely be- 1% ©Þ+ 71» 
cauſe they had heatheruſh or hereticall founders 7 Fur- 
thermore ifthey tearm all ceremonies popih and hererticall 
which were vied by Papiſtsand herecikes, then ſundrie ab- 
furdities will follow. Forſo, many innocent orders prima- 
tive and peraduenture Apoſtolike ſhall bee branded with 
the name of popiſh or herericall : for there is no doubt but 
ſundry ſuch have bene vied in the Church of Rome. More- 
ouer, this will breed a ſcrupuloficie inthe mindes of men: 
for ſeeing there hane becne ſo many ſwarmes of heretikes, 
hew can we allure our ſelves of any ceremonie, that ithath 
not beene vied by heretikes at one time or other? A true 0- 
pinion if it be holden by an heretike or idolater, by Anti- 
chriſt, orthe diuell himſclfe , itmuſt notbe forlaken : for 
allcruerh is the trueth of God wherelocuer it bce found, 
thoughit be inthe mouth of the divell > and ſhall we abhor 
2 2 


38 Of things abuſed in Popery, 
a ceremonie which the primitine Church deviſed, and 
our nationall Church hath iadged comely and connenient, 
onely becauſe it had the happe to bee handled of papiits © 
Not whatlveuer heretikes , idolaters, or any wicked per- 
ſons hane done or ſaide, but what they hane done or faide 
hererically, idolatroullie, wickedly, is to be abandoned,fſo 
farreas it is evill: but wharſocuer in their ations is fit or 
requiſite to be done, is from God, and therefore in that re- 
ſpe&nor to be abhorred. Laſtly, if chey call chem popiſh, 
becauſe they wereabuſed in poperie, we confeſle ir ro bec 
fue, they were abuſed to idolatrie,and that moſt ſhameful- 
ly : The belles were rung to Maſle, the Snrples was worne 
at Maſle : In the Church they faide their Maſle : in the Pol- 
pit they maintained their Mafle: Bat what can bee conclu- 
ded ofall chis © inconueniencic onely , or vnlawfulnefle al- 
ſo © If inconueniencie onely, let it be granted fordiſpurati- 
on ſake.” Bur doe they thinke; that they ſhall everfo long 
_— as they liue,findea Chorch vpon the face of the earthſoan- 
- gelicall,thar'it ſhall be voide of all ihconuenience 7 or muſt 
a man for abare inconuenience, breake out of the common 
pale, tranſpreſſe the law of his Prince, leaue his paſtorall 
charge, ind miakearentin the Church of Chriſt? Ar Ge- 
' Calvin bo. neva the vie of the Wafer-cake being brought in, in the 
mes nome; fence of Calnin, did ſeemero ſundry godly men a thing 
anprag ſo offenſine, that they were of minde to have refrained 
foaſrrveeo from the Lords ſupper : But Calne being demanded his 
5n4.cn4fibi tadgememt, wiſhed them rather quietly ro-ve4t ,rhen' ro 
abſiinendwum wks any ramulein the Church of God, How abhomina- 
FRY =—_ bly che VVafer-cake was abuſed in poperie every man may 
"Wy " ;,, Know :It was madean idoll, and palpablie adored with the 
repoy litem higheſt kinde of divine worſhip. Yer Ca/wim thoagh think- 
moacrent , ſic 1Ng it inconuenient, did earneſtly admoniſh them,notrobe 
obtonit P39 contentions aboura thing indifferent. The Miniſters and 
Hh I: people of Geneua,vertuous and godly men did follow this 
ca lwmni uns Connell of Calum, and quietly yeelded their conſent, and 
1538. I hope you will not accuſe. them that they wounded their 
conſcience. Bur if you thinke ſtill, thatathing- abaſed ro 
: Idolatry, 


The example of Hezechiak, 29 
Idolatry,isipſ» fato,madevnlawial,ir is fit charthe grounds 
of your __ beexamined, - | ff 1904.4] 

32 Theexampleof* Hezechras breaking'inpeecesthe »,, peg, 
brafen ſerpent,will not prove tharKing; /ame/ovghe ot ne- 18. 4. 
celfitiero aboliſhthecrofle, the Surpleſſe, andother things 
you mitlike. For the braſen ſerpetr was plainly made an 
idoll, and ſo it conitiniigd at that very day : but when out 
gracious Soucraigne camie vnto the erowne, neicher the 
croflenor any thing els was vied idolattoully by the Church 
of England. Ifitbee replied,that Queene E/<aberh at her 
entrance ro the crowne , did finde many thingspoltured 
with ſaperftition and idolarrie, which asyou ſuppoſe,cught 
ro hau beene remooued by the example of Heeechs ; 
then yourmuſt conſider , that abuſes may be reformed two 

waies: cither by deſtroying the thing abuſed, as Hezechias 

did the brafen ſerpent z or by taking away theabuſe, the 

thing remaining}, as intheplanring of Chriſtianitie , when 

the temples of * heathen idols were changediritsthechur- ' Greg: prim. 
ches ofthe _ God: Andthe example of Hetzechias in IF 14. 10, 
viing the one, doth not abridge the hibertie of Chriſtian PR. 71, 
Princesin vſing theother. Whnefte the ſame- Hezechias, 

who thongh he tooke away the high places, and brakerthe 

images, md'ctt downerhe gropbes, and brake"in' peeces 

the braſen ſerpent yet ſpated he the chappelswhich ' Sa- 

lomon had built tor A4f#torerh the idell of the Zidonjans, and : 
for * Chemroſh the idoll of the Moabites, and for Milcom the ab. 8-"1-7- 
homination of the children of Ammon. For itiseuident, that 

thoſe high places remainedillthe dates-of * /ofcas, Heze- , Kin 
chia deltroied the ſerpent, becauſe hefound it atthar pre- 2. 3. G 
ſent adored, and doing much harme: hee ſpared the other 

becauſe he found them ſtanding onely as forlorne things, 

atthat preſent without any harme. - Yet God gave himthis 

teſtimotiie that he” clawe to the Lorid and departed mor from © \ Kine. 
him, but kept his commandements whith: the Lord had coms- 18. 6, © 
manded Moſer. And as Hezzechias in breaking downe the 

ſerpent, did not prenidice his owne libertie , of paring the 
other : ſo his ſparing the other did not reſtraine' /oſias from 

| F 3 viing 


49 O. Elizabeth baniſhed ſuperflition. 

viing his libercie in pulling them downe. Indeed wiſedome 
requireth chat aſafe courle be taken far prevention of euill 
where danger appeareth,which our late Queene of famous 
memorie molt religioully performed, wholc zealein plan- 
ting and eſtabliſhing Gods true religion and aboliſhing of 
ſuperitition, was nothing inferior to the zcale of Hezechias. 
She found the firic flames borning the bodies of the luing, 
and the boncs of the dead ; ſhe gracioully quenched them. 
She found the: Scriptures locked from the people in a 
ſtrange language : ſhe vnclaſped the booke, and gaue it ro 
her to meditate thereypon day and night. She 
found the candle of the Goſpel quite extinguiſhed :: ſhe 
_ he it againe(asit were) as the beames of the Sunne. 

he 


the people worſhipping of images, creeping to . 
crolles, pong a mg), ey Kofi thi t, L- 
euery greenetree: Will you ſce her with Hezechias break- 


ing in pieccs the braſen ſerpent © then behold and looke 
backeto her royall * IniunQtions, commanding to Take 4- 
way, viterly extintt and deſtray all ſorines, conering of ſorines, 
all T ables, Candleſtichs, Tri , and relies of Waxe,Pillurer, 
Paintings, and all ther monuments of fained miracles, Pilgri- 
mages , idelatrit and ſuperſtitions, ſs that there remaine no me- 
nuorie of che ſame in walles, glaſſes, windewer, or els where with- 
in their Churcber cc. And againe, That * noperſons keepe in 
their houſes any abuſed mages, tables, pillures, paintings and 
other monuments of fained miracles, prigrimages, idolatrie or 
ſuperſtition, Yea ſhe baniſhed the croſle ſo farreas it was an 
idoll, or in any danger of idolatrie. For whercasthe croſfle 
was cither permanent or tranſient : the permanent being 
ſolemaly inthe Church of Rome, ſhe alrogether a- 
boliſhed, and the tranſient alſo forthe moſtpart. For wher- 
as incommonlifethe croſſing of the forchead was ſuper- 
ſioully vied, and the like were ſtill co be feared , if it were 
tred to popular pradtiſe: cherefore that was diſcreetly 
remooued. In the Sacrament ofthe Supper the vſe of croſ- 
was of ſhorter continuance, and the papiſts doe vie it 
like coniurers then Chriſtians: & therefore there was 


no 


Flow 0. Elixabeth retained the creſſe. an 
no cauſe why there it ſhould be cominned. In Baptiſme it 
was more ancient and more free from toperſtition & aftu- 
all adoration ; therefore Q. Elzaberh retained the crofle 
in Bapriſme as her godly brother did before her, being de- 
firous,ſo farre as ſhe might conueniently,to frame a confor- 
mitic to thoſe primitive mes. What ruſt this ceremonie 
had gathcred, the wiſedame of oor Church hath wiped &- - 
way 3 Forche crofie is ar ge tobemadedy rhe Lay 
people, but onely by the Miniſter; and by bim in Baptifme 
onely ; and then not as a darke or dombe- ceremonie 
which might be miſtaken, bur wich declaration 
of the meaning and ſignification thereof ,'co rhe end that 
the fame mightbe freed from all foperſtitious conſtruction, 
And to the+men: that all ſuperſttivnand idolatry might be 
rooted ont of all mens hearts, and all furnre dangers chere- 


of prevemed , rhe Miniſters were ? inioyned to reach that i 1puna. 2, 


all poodnefle, health and grace ovght to be asked and Hos- 
hed for of God onely, as the verie author and gener of the ſame, 
and of none other. So the cro(le continued all the raigne of 
Queene Elizabeth as it doth at this day , not blemiſhed 
with the leatt ſpot or ſtaineof ſuperttition. . Neither is.it to 
be doubred, burif me. had diſcovered any ti ,that 
religious Prince would ſoone haue reformed tt. Bur theſe 
cight and fortie yeeres —_— may. witnefle ro the 
world,that there was no ſuch danger as ſome did imagine. 
For the Almightie who loged vs,gaucher an excellent {pi- 
rit, and rem pr pen 5 n Tea are - ' Thoſe 
thin ſeemed nous ,he lopped awaie 
—o%,. dun awe ng In matters of greateſt moment , the 


followed — God himſeltein clenfng the * le- * Leuit, 14. 


p_ : for firſt ſhe had aPrincely care, ratherto purge the 


,then ropull it downe; and it fomewhar muſt bepul- 
led downe, yer rathera few ones, than. the whole houſe; 
yet wherethe leproſfic was growne incurable, there wasno 
remedie burthar part muſt downe and bee throwne inzo.an 
_ NS thecitie. Hicherto of the example, 


33 Moreouer 


42 Of things abuſed in Popery. 
33 | Morcover they pretend not example onely , bor 
theexprefie commandement of Almightic God, and (tand 
vpon aplace of E/zy, which they vrge againitthe ſurples, 
: Ely 30, Tee © ſhall pollmte tbe conering of the images of ſiluer, and the 
22. vrgcd by rich ornament of thine images of gold, and caſt chem away as 4 
the dim, 2, ftainedragge,ond thou ſpalt ſay wnto ir,getthee hence. In which 
place the Prophet ſpecaketh againſt the coverings of idols; 

but what is this againſt the Church of England, which hath 

long agoc extirpared all ſuch abhominations* neither is the 

lu-pletic thecouering ofan idoll, bor an ancient ornament 

otthe Miniſters of the Goſpell. Itic be faid that itwas vſed 

by Idolaters, Lanſwer, thar in all likelrhood all choſe fur- 

pleſſes are confumed and worne awate, and not now vied in 

the Church of England : and thoſe which bee vied , were 

6 notreceiyedas popiſh by Q. El/zabeth, bur in ſuch ſortas 
an for y-, they were in yſeby.authorineof * Parliament, inthe daics 
norm of King Edward, andarenowcontinued according to the 
Pratliſe of the Primume Church, Furthermoregthole coue- 

rings in the Prophet wererich and gorgeous with gold , to 

__ 4 the idoll more beantifull , and ſo were aſnareto ido- 

larrie > whereas no-ſuch thing can bee juſtified of our ſur- 

: pleſſes. This point will be the cleerer, if we conſider a place 
'Deut 7.25. 31, Dent. 'T be? granen images of their gods ſhall you burne with 
fire, and comet not the ſilwer and gold that uv on them, nox take it 

wnto thee leſt thow be ſnared therewuh, for it 15 an abhomma- 

ten,che, Inwhich place what is that which the Prophet cal- 

lerth an abhomination © is the thing polluted, or isthe very 

*T.C. vicexakingoffuch a thing abhominable* our * acculers are of a 
Arch. Whit. .ontrarieminde, for they grant that the gold of the cope 
P's:*73* - andtheclothof the ſurplefſe may lawfully be taken for pri- 
5 Auguſt, ep, VE purpoſes. Yerlerthem rake heed |cſt they open a gap * 

154. ad _ tofacrilegious proceedings. How much more warily athr- 

lic. -meth' Auguſte: that ' exher primate vſes m ſuch things are 
* Zanchius forbrdden, or left any thing be ſo brought into the houſe that ut 
__ _ yo 13-be boxored: which interpretation as © Zanchina declareth, 
—_ - . g, 4s agreeable to the text, for the prophet ſaying , coner nor 
pag. 647. theſiluer,c4c. condemneth that couetous humor wherewith 
{ome 
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Abuſe takes not away the lawfull-wſe. 43 


ſome gape aſter the ſpoiles of idolatrie , onely to inri 
themſelues. Againe, inſaying (/eft thou be foed ) hee _ , _ G 26 
ders a reaſon why wee ſhould not takethem , leſt the beau- * Bhs waver. 
tic of thoſegolden monuments intangle vs with the lone ————_—_ 
of the idoll. Wherefore ſuch things muſt be polluted,thar Cor. 19, 

is, defaced and abhorred , ſo farre till chere remaine no fe wy 
, danger of being ſnared with idolatiie , which caution ob- «verſe 27. 
lerued they may bee vied as the creatures of God, for the 'Surplices, 
earth is the Lords and all that therein is : which is the reaton ©2022 1 
of the Apoltle S. * Pax ſpeaking of meate oftred to idols, _—_ b 
Wherein wee muſt conſider , that as inthe Lords offrings applied to : 
a portion belonged to the prieſt , ſo likewiſe inthe offrings ood vie, ei- 
ot heathen idols. Whereupon it came to pale, that ar F ther com: 
lemne times when there was abundance of facrifices, the SC 1 
Prieſts did ſend ſome of their portion to be ſold in th "ſh will beſt > 
bles: and? Bez ſhewerh| nba oaut* ns, 

weth lcarnedly out of the interpretor of ſerve. T. C. 
Ariſtophanes, that thoſe which returned from the ſacrifices ſee Arch, 
did vic tocarie a portion home with them : and out of He- = _—_ 
rodotis , that the Egyptians vied to ſell in the market the _ _—_ 
heads of ſacrificed bealts. Now heereupon aroſe a queſti- = for - 
on, whether a Chriſtian might with agood conſcience buic miniſter,the 
ſuch meat in the ſhambles,and cateit ;and againe ifhe were _—— 
inuited to a feaſt where ſuch meats were, whether he might pecully 
cate them t7 To the former S. Pawl anſwers: * > heres - ng 
ſold in the ſhambles, eate, making no queition for C——_ tro (he 
am for = _— the Lords, and all that thereinzs. To fu cap, endcke 
er part heanſwers: * But BR. ; + Pa 

you , and you be willing to puter 4. natgragnr 20208 _ iT 
eate , aaking no queſtion for conſcience ſake: Whereby % c' —_— 
clecre, that the idolatrous abuſe of athing , dothnottake ** ſo muck 
away the lawfull vſe of it : It may ſtill bee vied , asitis ths A 
oor creature of God, It will bee replied, thatthiags pol- Gordon's 
_ may be vied againe for *ciuill vſe, publike or private ———_ | 

ut not for * ſacred, Buthow canthis be * becauſe wicked **" Þe(cr- 
men haue kneeled to their idols, may not I therefore praie _ 
kneeling to the living God * for kneeling though it * xy _— of 
mot ſeemely order, yetitis in it =_ indifferent. Oc be- hue, why 


caule pag. 256, 


*Jadp. 6.25, Almightic God 7 Did not * Gideon ſacrifice to the Lord 


44 Of things abuſed > Poperie. 


cauſe ſuch a fountaine, or ſuch aſtreame hath beene dedi- 
cated to an idoll, may not Itherefore baptiſe a childe in the 
water proceeding from the ſame founraine or ſtreame ? for 
to take of this water or that water, is neither forbidden nor 
commanded, and therefore indifferent. But to handle the 
point a little more diſtintly,If things indifferent once pol- 
luted , in reſpect of all ſacred vie become ſtained rags and 
abhomination ; then I would know whether this be tor a 
time or cuerlaſting 21f fora time onely, for what time, and 
whether eight and fortie yeeres be not ſufhcient to waſh ir 
away *Or if it bean euerlaſting ſtaine, then I demand whe- 
ther choſe particular things onely, which were actually de- 
dicated to idols, be ſo ſtained ; or whether this (taine ſhall 
euerlaſtingly be imputed to the whole kinde © To afhrme 
the latrer,were a hard and vnaduiſed cenſure, and contrarie 
to their owneprattiſe. For whatthough ſome belles have 
beene rung to the ſacrifice of idols, may no bellrherefore 
bee rung to the ſeruice of the living God * and ſhall not 
onely the particular abuſed be counted abhominable, but 
ſhall choſe innocent things which never were ſo abuſed, bee 


. erernally blemiſhed*yndoubredly this is buta fancie,which 


hath no warrant from the words of E/ay : for hee ſpeaketh 
plainly of the couerings of idols , which without doubr 
were particularly abuſed to idolarrie. But if the ſtaineſticke 
onely to the particular thing actually polluted, then this ar- 
gument cannot greatly be vrged againſt the ſurpleſle : tor 
nor many of Queene Afaries turpleſies doe now remaine, 
andit they did, the matter were ſooneremedied , and time 
itſelfe in ſhort time would weare them away.Neither can it 
be at all vrged againſt thecrofle in bapriſme : for __— 
Prieſt makerhgonecroſſe , and the Miniſter of the Goſpell 
makes an other ; heere are diners indiniduall aftions , and 
conſequently divers particular croſles: therefore in this 
caſe the pollution of the one, cannor ſport and defile the 0- 
ther, Yer what if that very particular polluted ( the polluti- 
on being takenaway ) may bee imploied in the ſcrnice of 


the 


Of things abuſed in Poperie. 
the oxe that was dedicate to Baal, and burneit with the «,;, __ 
wood that grew in the groue of Baal © If it bee replied rn | prey 
that hee had a commandement, it1strue ; but protound 6«: fere regnis 
* Auguſtine thinketh that this commandement exrends to & Provincys 
vs alio , and thereupon gathereth this generall doQtrine, 7*< #*<n2*% 


that things dedicated to idols , may be imploied ro the ho- ng: apr 


" Epiſt, 154. 


nour of the true God. And this ſeemes to be the iudgement «pſa m quibes - 


of the Chriſtian world. For when Chriſtianiie was firtt prea- #40(olatria ad- 
ched, the Temples of idolsin England , Fraunce , and fo ""'0*f** 9 
through the world,were turned into the Churches of the lane aſl 
luing Gog. Againe, when poperie was baniſhed, yet all :antygn alta- 
* popiſh churches were not pulled down,but many remaine 71b»1, Zanch, 
and ſome at Geneva till imploied for the feroice of Al- On redewp, 
mightic God. * And Calxin faith , that it may bee done ;,.*'® _— 
wichour {ccuple of conſcience. Some * learned men I grant + x,, OS 
(beyond the feas ) haue thought otherwiſe ; but they are py d-Gig; viri 
contuted by Zanchms; and the Miniiters of England which 9% /entrns 
ſecke reformation, I hope,are more conſiderate then topull / _—_ 
downe Churches. Burt concerning Churches, they rcturne nas eds 
vs this anſwer, that they are ? proficable : wherein they con-. r#end«.Zz.;b. 
felle that cuen theſe particulars,which have beene abuſed to * As for 
idolatrie, may be vicd in the ſervice of God,ſo they be pro- ow ches ir 
fitable. Therefore the queſtion is come tothis ifſue , whe- I 
ther the things queſtioned be profitable? wherein who ſhall cha: they 

be the iudge* thoſe thar fit at the ſterne of the Church,are haue a prof... 
perſwaded that they are * profitable, from whoſe iodge- table vie, & 
ment1f they will depart, it behooneth them to bring more > ns 1 
ſound and demonfſtrativereaſons, then hitherto they have _ dy 
produced. But Twill conclude this point with the conſent with the fur. 
ofthcir owne ſtanderdbearer, who having in his firit booke plice which 
called the ſurpleſſe a marke and ſacrament of popiſh abho- _ _ 
mination, & having pronounced that it bringerh no profit ,, ,.&- 
but hort:yet in his third booke, dareth not hence conclude hurteth alſo. 
any vnlawfulne(le, but onely inconueniencie : and would 7 £. vide Ar, 


not haue any manto forſake his paſtorall charge in regard + pe 284; 


ofa ſurplefie. And thus much for clearing our ceremonies Wwe "neo 
tromimputation of poperie. of the Caa, 
| G 34 Now 


7 Nchem, 
6. tb 
Ylohn 
19. 40, 


9 Collo. 
2.17. 
t Heb, 9. 


*1 x, Chro, 
25,1, 


46 Of Tewiſh rites. 

34 Now fourthly let ys conſider whether they be ew. 
iſh , wherein wee afhrmethar the Church of England doth 
approchno ncerer to the ewes, then the law of God and 
the ſtare of Chriſtianitie doth permit. For what is it that 
they controle vnderthe name of Iewiſh © is it their meaning 
that we ſhould vienothing in the Chriſtian Church, which 
was vſed by the lewes? 7 Eſdras a ew preached in a P#lpit of 
wood;ſhall wooden Pulpits therfore be vnlawtuls The lews 
beried their dead * 5: /enen clothes, fall this likewiſe be re- 
ieted as lewiſh © But both theſe things our ceproouers ap- 
prooue, by their owne practiſe. Wherefore it is agreed that 
{ome things vſed by the Iewes , may be retained : and yer 
they are retained, not becauſe they are Iewiſh , but becauſe 
they are decent, Belide theſe ceremonies of decencie and 
order,the Iewes had other, which by the ordinance of God 
were ? types of Chriſt, and theſe as wee all confeſle are ſo- 
lemnly ** abrogated, and never to be reſumed , as circum- 
cifion, ſacrifices and ſuch like. But can it be prooned, that 
we vic any ſuch thing in the Church of England? let it bee 
granted that Leuiticall garments in regard of their myfticall 
repreſentation are aboliſhed : yet how can it appeere that 
any of our garments are Leuitical| ? Suppoſe there be ſome 
reſemblance in matter or forme, what then © is the Church 
of Chriſt bound fo farre roanoide all conformitie with the 
Tewes, that ſhe may not at all reſcmble them ina matrer of 
decencie? Our muſicall harmonie they would likewiſe a- 
boliſh as lewiſh,but they hauc nor yet prooued,rhat church 
muſicke vocall or inſtrumentall, is ach a lewiſh ceremony 
as ought to be abrogated. The princely Prophet '* David 
brought into the Church the melodie of mulicke, for the 
berter praiſing & lauding of God. For the ſweetnefle of har. 
monicall ſounds doth infinuate it ſelfe into the foule of 
man , preparing the affeions for the ſcruice of God , lift- 
ing vp the heart towards heauen , delighting the minde, 
kindling devotion , and rauiſhing the ſpirit with celeftiall 
ioy. If itbe aid, that ſome come to the Church rather to be 
delighted with muſicke, then to bee inftruRted with religi- 
on, 
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on, what then ? yet in that they comero the Church I re- 
joice,yea and I will reioice. So ſome come tothe Church 
with purpoſe to intangle and catch the Preacher, and yet it 
plealerh God ſometimes that they are catched themſelues. * 5.447; ex 
As” Pighing did read Caluins Inſtitxtions, of ſer purpole to l:Gime inftun. 
confutethem, yet it was Gods will thatthereby hee ſhould 7*5.Cal. Roar. 
bee reduced to the righe way in the Article of Iultification, = 4 _ 
And father * Latimer can tel you,that ſome came to church > 4 pe] ""_ 
ofpurpoſe to rake a nappe,, and yet he had rather that they * Beller de in. 
ſhould goe a napping , then nor goea: all. Even ſoit may ff. fz.cap.r, 
be,ſome cometo the Church only to heare the melodyzyer /* *4am 
who cantell , but it may pleaſethe wiſedomeof that hea- 7” wry 
venly teacher to finde out a way, that hearing thoſe things ,m(-um 2.) 
wherein their cares delight, they may alſo learne that wher- decauſſa for. 
by their ſoules may profit * The forme of our Church they ®-' »//1je. 
brand hkewiſe with Indaiſme, as being framed after the "ag -—ah 
faſhion of the Iewiſh temple: bur the temple had roomes » Z,,1., 7... 
for ſacrifices, to which there is no reſemblance in our chor- pay.70. 1596. 
ches : and for the roomes of receit, they had * Atrium Gen- ? Advicom, in 
tixm, proper to the Gentiles, and Arrizm [ndeorum, pro- = —=—_— 
perto the lewes. And againe, forthe ewes, they had one 7096 
artition for men , and an other for women : And againe 
he men , they had a ſcuerallfor the people, a ſcuerall for 
Prieſts, and a ſeuerall where the high Pricſt entred. once a 2 
yeere. 'Peraduenture they will ſay that our chancelsare like 
the Tewiſh ſanRtuarie : Butif wee reſpett the forme, the , | BY. 
fanRuarie was * ſquare ; if the magnificence, it was ouer-',,, ** 
laied with * gold ; ifthe ornaments, there wasthe * Arke * Ibidem. 
andthe glorious Chernbins ; if the ſeparation, ir was diui- * Ibid. verſe 
ded from the Holie by a? vaile 3. if the ſituation , it was ar. ?? _ 23s 
the * Weſt end of the Holie ; if theadiuncts, it had cloi- tho: AO 
ſters, ® galleries, and chambers adioining; if the vſe, it was * See Adric, 
onely forthe high ** Prieſt, whitherheentred once ayeere ? 1. Kings 6, 
not without bloud , which he offered for himſelfe and the ©: 


finnes of the people : all which things are otherwiſe in our ” mea 
Churches. ly, they compare our churching of Wor © vide Arch. 


mento Iewiſh ** purification, but moſt yniuſtly, for our whis.peg.534. 
G 3 Women 


The fift 
ebiction, 
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Women doe not offer lambes, ſparrowes, and pigeons, 
which was Leuiticall, they onely reſemble them in matters 
morall, Their abſtaining from puvlike aflemblies for a ſea- 
ſon; is not onely for health, buta matter of modeltie; their 
giving thanks to God, when they come to the Church, is 
a Chriſtian durie, neither doe I ſec how this can be called a 
Jewiſhceremome, vnleile to praiſe God be alewih ce- 
remonie. 

25 Fiftly, ir isobieRed that ourceremonies are ſcan- 
dalous : let vs therefore conlider what aicandall 15,and how 
many kindes of ſcandall . The word 9zz-4#ao comming 
from 92a», which ſignifieth to halt, is properly that part 
of the trap, whereto the baite is tied , which being oucr- 
throwne, the beaſt pulles the trap vpon his owne head. 
Meraphorically iris taken for that which is an occaſion to 
hurt or grieuean other : it is often joined with argozvwe, a 
ſtumbling-blocke,& may be expounded by it. For whereas 
a Chriſtian ſhould go forward in the way of godlineſle , a 
ſcandall may be called a word ora deed,- which is laide as a 
blocke in his way, whereby he may fall or ſtumble, or any 
way be hindredin his vertuous courle., Scandall is of two 
ſorts,giuen or taken ; to giue ſcandall, or to icandalize, is to 
doe ot ſay any thing which 1sapt to prouoke vnto finne, by 
greeuing the godly , wounding the weake , reioicing the 
wicked. Somethings doe ſcandalize , becavie they have 
a ſcandakzing nature, as all ſinne and wickednefle. Some 
things doe icandalize accidentally, becauſe they are 
ſcandaloully vſcd : and fo things indifferent may be- 
come ſcandalous. Firlt, when they are deviſed for;an e- 
uill purpoſe, as **the Emnonrian hereukes deviſed ropowre 
water but once in Baptiſme, and not thriſe,to croſle the do- 
Arine of the Trinitie: In which age, it any ſhould havelefr 
the cuſtome of the Chnrch, in applyingicthriſe, and have 
followed thz Eunomiar;s in doing it but once , hee ſhould 
haucgiuen avery ſcandalous example: for he might have 
beene probably thought to have favoured their herefie 
whoſe examplehe followed. Secondly, when things origi- 
nally 
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nally deviſed for good, are abuſed to emll: As in Spaine 

certaine hererikes abuſed the thriſe applying of warer in » Epli.c.ar 
Baptiſme,to ſignifie three gods, which gave an occaſion to * Condi. 2. 
* Gregorie, as alſoro the Councell of * oledo, totake or. Tot. 4.c.5, 
der that in Spaine it ſhould be applied but once. Third- 

ly, athing indifferent may become ſcandalous in regard of 

the circumſtance af time, perſon or place: as for example, 

if one in Spaine after the conſtitution of Toledo ſhould 

hauc applied water thrice ; this (though done in ſimplicity) 

had becne ſcandalous in regard of the time, becauſe here- 

tikes d:d then vieirto trengthen their hereſy of three gods. 
Moreover, al:hough meats forbidden by the ceremoniall 

law, after the death of Chriſt became indifferent 3 yer if a 2g, ,,, ve 
weak brother not perſwadedof the inditfterency;ſhould pro- 

felle himſelf *offended,the thy eating in his preſenceſhould 

be ſcandalous in reſpe& of the perion. Againegthough mear * x, Cor, 8. 
oftered to Idols might lawfully be caten , yet tocare inthe 10, 

* rempleot the Idoll wereewll in appcarance, and ſcanda- 

lous inreſpeCt of the place, becauſe it might ſeeme to bee , 
done in honour of rheidoll, ſo ir might greevethe godly | 
aud be an occaſion of talling ro thy weake brother,and har- 

den the idolaters in their impierie. A ſcandall raken not gi- 

ven, is when that which is nor ſcandaloully done, istradu- Io. 22, 16, 
ced as {candalous either by errour or calumniation. By er- 

rour, as when thereſt of the 5 Tribes were offended with 

the tribe of Ruben, Gad, and the halfe tribe of Manaſſes, for 

ercCting an alcar vpon the borders of Iordan, which they 

ſuppoſed ro be erected for ſacrifice , but wasindeed onely a. 
memorial] that they had a part in the God of Ifrael; of 

which when they were troely informed , they correted 

their errour, they reſted ſatisfied , and all imagination of 

ſcandall was raken away. By calnmniation , a good thing * 1. Pet. 2,3 
may be blamed for (candalous , as when Chriſt himſelfe to 

the diſobedient was made a © ſtoneto ſtumble at,and a rock 

of oftence . Hitherto what ſcandall is, and ofthe kindes of 

ſcandall, nowlet vs apply all this to the Church of Eng- 

land, Weare accuſed for retaining many ſcandalous cere- 

monies 
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monies: but is the ſcandall given, or1s it onely taken © 1f 
wegiue any ſcandall,letit appeere wherin,& ro whom. And 
* Krft,is there any ceremony 19 our Church,which is of a ſcan- 
dalizing nature? And to begin with the Surples,is it athing 
*T.C. 1. 3. in the owne nature ſimplic vnlawfull © not ſo; for thoſc 
pag. 262. which moſt ſpurneatit both in * Erglandand ** Genewa, 
— era _ confeſle it to bea thing in the owne nature. indifferent : and 
pa wo '** that very man who called it '* « marke and ſacrament of 
TC lib, abhowination, vſeth theſe very words, '* The iracth ts, that 
3. pag 262, 1 darenot be anthor to any to forſake his paſtorall charge for the 
mconuenience thereof 3 and giuerh this reaſon , becauſe pree- 
ching is the abſolute commandement of God, and therefore 
ought not to be laide aſide for a ſimple inconuenience or uncome- 
"3 Reſpondeo lineſſe of a thing which inthe owne nature is indifferent. And of 
wr > 1 the ſame iudgement is *? Beza, Butof all otherthings the 
Jo 4 Ss crofle in Baptiſme doth moſt ſticke in mens mindes , let vs 
a4 propter ve. therefore conſider whether that be of a ſcandalizing nature. 
fie autþ.lees, Now itthe crofle be ſimplic vnlawtull , wherein conbiteth 
«vt eſmdi this ynlawfulneſle 7 is the very making ofacroſle athing ſo 
—_— repugnant to godlineſle, that wholoeuer ſhall make ir 
rens.Begs Though itbe bur with his finger, ſhall preſently ſinue © bur 
:7.8, this tomy knowledge no man obic&s: for they allowit in 
"4 Treatiſe "* banners and coiner, and ſnob cixill reſpetts. 1s there anie 
of the crolle. thing blameable in the thing ſignified © but that without all 
fol. 3. controverfieisa moſt religious dutie. What is it then which 
*iT, C. lib, is fo offenſine in the crofle © They tell vs plainely, that 
1.171, '5 chough ut be the word of God that we ſhould nt be aſhamed of 
the croſſe of Chriſt,yet it tu not the word of God that we ſhould be 
put in remembrance and o5ſeruation, of itby two lines drawne 
acroſſe: and alittle before, thu bringeth ina new word into 
the church, But I hope my brethren will conſider thatwee 
vſeit notas athing neceſlarie , but onely as a thing indiffe- 
rent : and it hath beene declared that the Church may ap- 
point things indifferent , which are not commanded in the 
word, and yetthis isnot to bring in a new word orif it be, 
'& T.C. 16. then all Chriſtan Churches are bringers in of anew word. 
But they thinke that this is to mingle the inuentions of men 
. with 
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with the Sacraments of God, And why ſo © weeteach thata 

childe is perfectly baptiſed beforc he be crofled , and wee 

confeſle that ſuch as are baptiſed without croſſing hane the 

full perfetion of bapriſme. And though we make a figne 

at the time of baptiſme, yet wee doe it not as a part of bap- 

tiſme.Inthe old law they named the *7 childe at circumciti-,, 2 

on, as we doe at baptiſme. Vas this to mingle the inuen- p _ 

tion of man with the ſacraments of God 7 the Church of © 

'*-Geneua vſeth Godfathers , ſhallthisalſo be in the ſame »» ©,1,, «, 

condemnation? bur this croſſing(they ſay)is ſuperſtitioully oz. 

. and wickedly to make a new ſacrament. For anſwer where- '* Adm. & 

unto,may it pleaſe them ro remember that eueric ſignificant ED 

ſigne 15 not a ſacrament . For a ſacrament properly is a —_ wm 

*t figne and a ſeale of the righteouſneſſe of faith,that is,of the **Rom 4, 

righteontneſſe of Chriſt imputed vnto vs, and apprehended 11. 

by atrue and a lively faith. And therefore a facrament 1s 

not onely a ſigne to fignifie , bur alſo a ſeale of the living 

God, eſtabliſhing our hearts in the coucnant of grace. 

Whereby it is apparent that the croſle is farre different 

froma ſacrament z for it isnot a ſeale,but onely a ligne; nor 

commanded of the Lord , but appointed by the Church ; 

not as a confirmation of his couenant, but as a memoriall of 

our dutie. Whereforc it doth not appeare to be of a ſcan- 

dalizing nature , and therefore a wiſeand ** indicious man ** Goul. an. 

living in reformed churches where the crofle is not vſed, 29*. in Cyp. 

dothcall it plainly a thing indifferent. Let vs now conſider * 5*- 

whether it be ſcandalous inreſpect ofthe vie. And firſt dare 

any man affirmerhar it was deuiſed to a ſcandalous end * 

that doth not appeere, but rather che contrarie. Foramong 

the Jewes to die vpon ** azree was a curſed death, and a- ..x1,.. 

mong the Romanes the death of thecrofle was full of re- ,,..;. 

proch, Wherefore the lewes ſeeing the poore eſtate of 

Chriſt and his ſhamefull death , did thinke him vnwoorthy 

the title oftheir glorious Meſhas , and many of the Gen- 

tiles did ſcorne to belceue inacrucified God. But the true 

Chriſtians reiviced*? in the croſſe of Chriſt, that is, in Chrilt * Gal. 3.13. 

crucitied,not oncly in Chriſt riſing, aſcending and ſiting in 
H glorie, 


*+ T, C. hb 
I. p23.170. 
*5 jbidem. 


*6 Goul. an- 
not, in Cyp, 
L. ad Demet, 


cap. 19. 
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gloric, bur they reioiced in his croſſe, rhatis, in his death 
& pali1on which he ſuftered vponthecrolle, for his humili- 
ation 15 our eKaltation , his death ourlite, his crofſe our 
crowne, his reproch ourglorie. And whereas the heathen 
did reproch the children of God with it, the Chriſtians ſer 
the ligne of itin their torcheads, ** ro reſtifie that they were 
not therefore aſhamed of the ſame God. And this the great 
controller of our Church confefſeth to be done of a ** good 
mind tohrepe among ft them an open profe/ſion of Chrilt cruici- 
fied, and fothough hee difl ke the meanes, heecommend. 
eththeend.Yer I confeſle though it were deviſed roa good - 
end, it was aftcrward abuſed and peruerted to evill. For 
ceremonies depend vpon the dottrine, eſpecially of the 
free grace of God and merits of Chriſt. Solong as this do- 
cine is prelerued pure, the ceremonic is pure , when the 
doctrine declinerh, the ceremonie is peruerted* and there- 
fore ** Gonlartiusaffirmeth , that the old Chriſtians did wſe 
the ſigne of the croſſe without ſuper#tituon, becauſe the doftyme . 
of the merits of Chrift preſerued them from erroar which af- 
terward crept in. When the doctrine was corrupted , no 
maruell if the ceremonie were defiled, as itcameto paſſe in 
popcrie, where it was very ſcandaloutly abuſed. Burt if it 
were ſcandalous onely1n reſpet of theabuſe , then the a- 
buſe being remooued , the ſcandall itſelfe is hkewiſe re- 
mooued. Now can any man fay , that it is abuſed in the 
Church of England © for doe weadoreit with divine wor- 


ſhip? all the world may know that we detelt and abhorre all 


ſach abhomination. Doe wee ſaperttitioully aſcribe anie 
grace or vertue vnto it? letour very enemies be our judges, 
And ſurely if the puritie of doGtrine preſerue from ſupertti. 
tion, then who can accuſe the Church of England, wherein 
the doctrine of Chriſt is ſo purely taught as ever it was in a- 
nie-Church vpon the face of the earth fincethe Apoſtles 
time © Bur peraduenturethey will ſay,that our Church doth 
vie it ſcandaloully in reſpe& of fomecircumftances of time, 
perſon or place. Indeed we vie it inthe Church at the time 
of Baptiſme, as our forefathers haue done before ys, which 
lued 


wn TY Tv VrY Gr ry : 5 oF 


Of Scandal. 53 


lmed eitherin or necre the Apoſtolike age : Bur that wee 

vieit ſcandaloully, wee vtrerly denie. ' For who are they 

which are ſcandalized © They * anſwer, that the papiſtsare * 7 the va- 
ſome weake aad ſome obſtinate : weake, which have made folding of 
ſome ſteppe to the Goſpell, and yetare not fully ſcowred 'Þ< Popes p 
from their former ruſt:and theſe(as is imagined)thinkethar ——— = 
the ſacraments get reverence by the ceremonies, as namely ,,;n;ters of 
by the crofſe and ſurples: and that they want ſome thing London, as 
they ſhould haue, where theſe are not vied. In which errour als T. C. 
they are ſaid to be ſtrengthened by our vſing ofthem. And "7 07g 
the ſtubborne and obſtinate doe heereby take occaſion ( as pi 
is ſuppoſed)to blaſpheme the Goſpell, and ro hope that the 

reſt of their trumperie ſhall kewiſe in time bereceiued. 

And by this meanesthey grow hardened and frozen in 
theirdregs. But if the Papitts be weake and not wilfull, *Beza ep. 8. 
there is great hope that as they have alreadic made ſome 
ſep from popilh opinions by meanes of good inſtruftion : 
ſo theſc filly imaginations may likewiſe by the like meanes 
intime be remooved. For this doth not inforce any aboliſh- 
ing of ceremonies, but it requireth more diligence in inſtru- 
Qtion. And for the ſtubborne papiſts which itop their cares 
againſt allinſtraQtion, weeneed not regard them. When 
the Phariſfies were diſpleaſed with the Diſciples of Chriſt 
foreating with ynwaſhed hands, Chriſt rendred a ſufficient 
reaſon in defence of their fat ; but the Phariſces notwith- 
ſtanding were offended; then Chritt anſwered ; * Let thems 
alone, they be blinde leaders of the blinds, and if the blinde leade 
the blinde,both ſhall fall into the ditch. This may be applied 
ro our papiſts which being blinde themſelues, go abour to 
corrupt others with their blinde opinions, but we wil let the 
alone, & returne to our weake brethren To whom Beta 
anſwereth : that it i 4 vane thing to pretend weaknes in that 
kingdome where the Goſpel hath jt alreadie ſo monit yeers 
both preached and recemed , and confirmed by the bland of /o 
many moi excellent Martyrs. Burt the godlic are much 
greeued at our ccremonies : ſurely it is great pittie that the 
godly ſhould be grieued at that which is lawtull : our intene 
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isnot to grieue them, but rather that we may goe with them 

hand in hand, and doeour dutie with all ioy and comfort : 

" Be74invita At* Geneuaſome godly brethren were grecued at the wa- 
Calwin.  fercake,yet they did not therefore cancell the publike con- 
ſtiturions of their Church, but C«lx:n did inſtruct the weak, 

in the nature of things indifferent , and fo they learned to 
comfort and contentthemſclues. It they vrge vs with the 

# Mar, 18.6. ſaying of our Sauior: * Whoſormer ſnall offend one of theſe lutle 
ones, which beleeneth in me ; It were better for hum that a mil- 

ſtone were hanged about his neck and that he were drowned in the 
depth of the ſea. It may beaniwered, that Chriſt _ of 

fuch offenders as by their owne defavlt giue oftence vnto 

others , and therefore Caluin vpon this place doth excel- 

*Mat.1s, lentlydefineScandall ( giuen ) * Si quw noſtra culpa vel ims- 
pingit, velabaucitur aretto curſu, vel terdatur , enum dicomur 

offendere : Now if any be offended with our ceremonies, itis 

\ their owne fault, and notto bee impured to the Church of 
England. Neither is a Church bound vpon euery pretended 

offence , preſently to alter her publike decrees : for that 
werenothing els but ridiculous levijtic. Indeed itis the du- 

tic of eueric Church, carefully ro provide that nothing bee 

decreed which may miniſter iuſt occaſion of offence : and 

hkewiſc to eſtabliſh her ceremonies with ſuch ſufficient cau- 

tions and cleerenefle of doftrine, as may preuent fo far as 

js poſſible all ſmiſter conſtruions and taking of offence : 

which points are already in ample maner pertormed by the 

church of England. Butit will be replied that many things 

are lawfull which are not expedient z meats offered to idoly 

were lawfull, yer euill ro him that eateth offenfively. So our 

garments may be lawtul,yet euill tro him that weareth them 
oftenſinely. So the crofle may be lawfull , yet euill ro them 

that vſe it offenſively. And thoughthe offence commeth 

by the weakneſle of our brother, yercharitic bindeth vs ro 

refraine from that which offenderh our brother. And they 

'1, Cor. ſtand much ypon * Paxls proteſtation : that he would eate no 
8. 13, ficſp ſo long as the world ſtandeth, rather then hee would offend 
hx brother. The anſwer whereunto may bce this, that the 
calc 
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caſe is ynlike : for firſt rhoſe meats whereof S. Pax! doth 
ſpeake, were mattersof priuaie ation of common hfe; Bur 
we ipeake of rhe publike ceremonies of our Church. Se- 
condly, S. Pax/ was at his owne choice, no law — Lf 
his libertie, but our ceremonies are commanded by lawfu 
auchoritte. Thirdly, S. Pax by forbearing flcſh did preiu- 
dicenone but himſelte : Bur wee in forbearing the ceremo- 
nies ſhould preiadice the authority of the Prince. Fourthly, 
S. Pauls prattile did further and nor hinder the courſe of 
his Mimitterie, but as the caſe now ſtandeth, our refuſall 
of ceremonies might be a meanes to filence our ſelves, and 
to _ the courte of our preaching , which isa dutie ſo 
neceflarie, that ir may not be omitted , nonor tor feare of a 
ſcandall. Fiftly, though eating of thoſe meats were often- 
five to ſome, yet the not cating we doe not finde to have 
beene oftenſiuve ro any : Bur in our ceremonies ſome are 
offended becauſe they are vied, and ſome are offended be- 
cauſethey are not vſed , and that more iuftly , becauſe the 
not vſing ofa thing ſo commanded is diſobedience ro. the 
Prince, and may prooug a very ſcandalous and pernicious 
example. If they ſay that chartie bindeth me toreſpe the 
one ; I anſwer, rhatthe ſame charitie binderh mee toregard 
the other : anddiatie bindeth mero honour and obey my 
Prince. Wherefore in a mixt congregation whar ſhall I doe? 
for both will be oftended : the one it 1 vſerthem, the otherif 
I'vſe them nor. Surely in ſuch acaſeI thinke ic my part, af- 
rer fervent praier, diligent ftudie,and Chriſtian conference, 
ro conſult with mine owne conſcience ;z and finding the 
thing commanded, to beeno way contraric to the word 
of God : I will hold it'my dutie ro obey my Prince. And as 
for thoſe which ſhall be offended with my fa& , I will inthe 
ſpirit of meekenefle, both publikely and privately, render 
them a reaſon of my doing, inſtruting them from time to 
time in the dotrine of things indifferent , and the dutic of 
a ſubieR ro his Prince, But if they will not be thus ſatisfied, 
if they refuſe to hearken and ſtill continue ſiffe in their 
owne opinions : let them take heed leſt the ſaying of Aqus- 
3 " jw 
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* 4quin, in 741 may beapplied vnto them: Concerning the * ſcandal of 
ep. ad Rom, c, tuttle ones, ({anh he ) wee muſt obſerue that for the auoiding 
14.let?, 2, thereof, a man is bound to deferre the vſe of lawſull things ſo 
long, till the ſcandall may bee remoned by a reaſon rendered : 
But if the reaſon being rendred, the ſcandall doe ſtill remaene, 
wow it ſcemerh not toproceed of ignorance or infirmitte , but of 

malice : and ſo ſpall belong to the ſcandall of Phariſees. 
36 Moreoner ſome are o render that they are offen- 
ded notonely at things formerly abuſed, but euen at the 
® 1/d or. 1.5. names of vaniſhed abuſes. The * moneths of the yeere were 
= 33- , ſometimes dedicated to heathen Idols, this very moneth 
1; oojorin. © wherein I ſpeaketo * /wxoz the * daies tothe planets, this 
$ 16dor.l, 5, Very day to the Swwe, Our Chronicles teſtific that Wedve/- 
cap. 30. day and Friday were ſo called ot Woden and Frea, the Idols 
© Malmesb.de of the Saxons. All thoſe names were impoſed and abuſed 
gy hw to Idolatry : but ſhall we therfore thinke that all which vſe 
"$10%%"* theſenames ſpeake ſcandaloully by countenancing Idola- 
trie © It may beethat ſome of our Churches called by the 
names of Saints,had their names not only as memorials, bur 
werealſo ſuperſtitioully dedicated gp the honour of Saints, 
and ſhall irtherefere now bee imagined that the very vie of 
theſe names is a ſcandalous point © God forbid, The ſu- 
perſtition and Idolatry arc worne away, the names remaine 
only as ciuill names, and may bee fo vied for diſtintion 
ſake,as may be iuſtificd by Scripture. For the Prophet Da- 
'Dan. 4.5. viel was called * Belteſhazzar according to thename of the 
God of Nabuchodenoſor, yet the Propher inſpired by the 
* Dan. 4.16. Spirit of God ſpeaking of himſelfe, calleth himſel'e * Be/- 
teſdazzar. The Citic of Athens was ſo named of Pallas, and 
# AQ. 17.19. therein was a ftreetcalled the ſtreete of * Mars. both which 
names proceeded from Idolatrie : yet who ean accuſe Sainr 
Lake of ſpeaking ſcandaloully in calling the Cittie Athens, 
and the ſtreete the ſtreete of Mars ? Saint Paw! ſailed in a 
*AQt.28.11, ſhip of Alexandria whoſe badge was * Caſtor and Pollux, 
* Chriſolt, which (as Saint * Cri/eſtome truly obſerveth)were Idols. Yer 
in AC. S. Lukespen did not write ſcandalouſly in deſcribing the 
ſhip by the names of Caſtor and Polex, Neither was it a 
icandalons 
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ſcandalous pointin $.P«»/toſaile in the ſhip, for $7 Lake v- 
{ed the name only hiſtorically as a cmill name of diſtinRi- 
on, and S, Paul knew that the earth is the Lords and all 
that therein is. And therefore in the tempeſt he did notin- 
voce Caſtor and Pollnx, butithe true God. Wherefore 
the names of times, places, and perſons ſcandaloully impo- 
ſed, may be vſed for diſtintion lake withour ſcandall. Many 
take offence at their brethren fur viing the names of Chriſt- 
mas, Candlemas, and the like : as though it were a ſcanda- 
lous peece of Popery , but admit that thele teaftwities had 
theirnames of the maſſe, (though fome learned men are of 
an other opinion) yet ſuppoſeit were ſo : thoſe that are of- 
fended with this word Chriltmas , as fauouring Poperie, 
might bee offended with Belt:ſhazzar as fauouring Paga- 
niſme But they will fay it renueth che memorie of the abho- 
minable maſle, be it ſo, and withall it may renew cheniemo- 
rie of our delivery from the maſſe. Sothenames of the daies 
of the weeke may put vs in minde how this land'was ſome- 
times drowned in Paganiſme : and the ſame may purtvsin 
mindehow it hath'pleaſed God to deliver'vs from Paga- 
niſme. Wherfore though men in ſuch points may vietheir 
libertie, yet in ſuch peremptorie maner to condemne their 
brethren is againſt chacitie. And thus mach of ſcandall. 


37 Laltly, they propoſe vs the paterne of reformed Th. ;.. 
Churches, which have reieed theſe ceremonies, as though obicQon. 


it were our dutie therein to tollow them. The wordes of the 
admonition are theſe. -Is a reformation good for France * 
and can it be euil for' England ? Is diſcipline meere for Scot- 
land, and 1s it vnprofitable for this Realme © Surely God 
hath ſer theſe examples before your cies, to incourage you, 
&c. Concerning thereformed Churches, I beleech Godto 
oure his blethngs 'and ſpirit vpon them, and make them 
ikethe thonſands of Aanaſſes and the tenthoulſands of E- 
phram.lt is true, they haut reieed ſome ceremonies which 
weretaine : the things were indifferent, and they have vied 
their Chriſtian libertie in refafing them : and we the hike li- 


bertiean viing-chem. Bur why ſhould we be bound to their 
| example 
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example? Indecd in the ſame nation , and vnder the ſame 
gouernment it is fit there ſhould be an vniformitie,and ther- 
fore whereas the ewes inthe Prouinces kept the fealt of Pu- 
rim vponthe fourteenth day of the monerh Adar, and the 
lewes in Sh»ſan vpon the fifteenth : Mordochevus authori- 
ſed by the King reduced them to an vniformicy by inioining 
them both daies. But diuerfitic of rites in divers Chur- 
ches independent doth noe harme, where there is an vnitie 
of faith : It only ſhewes that che Kings daughter fo that ſhe 
be glorious within, may beclothed wich garments of chang- 
able colours. Yet we cannot but maruell chat mea will vrge 
vsto conformitie with forraine Churches to which we owe 


- no ſubieion, and will not conformethemſclues to their 


owne mother the Church of England in whoſe boſome they 
linc,and whereof they are members, But ro whom ſhallave 
conforme our ſelues, and whole partterne ſhall weefollow £ 
for the reformed churches difter one from another, as hath 
beenc in part declared in their celebration of holidaies, 
Peraduencure they will ſaie that wee mult follow the beſt. 
Burt how ſhall we know which are belt, vnlefle the reformed 
Churches would have a generall meeting in a publike 
Councell, and make vsa finall determination © and yet per- 
aduenture that would not be yoide of inconuenience : for 
that might be beſt for one,which is not beſt for another, If 
in this caſe wee ſhould be tied tofollow the moſt ancient, 
then Geneuait ſelfe muſt be caſt inan other mould , which 
our reproouers will notallow to bee of <quall perfeRion. 
But whatſocuer our reformers ſay , it is clecre that they 
haue alwaics one eic fixed vpon the face of Geneva, yet 
Geneua hath ſome popiſh orders (if youcall all orders po- 
iſh which have beene vſcd in poperie) as well as wee: as 
hath beene declared in their cuſtome of godfathers and 
godmothers; and ſome popiſhorders they keepe, which 
are not impoſed vpon vs in-the Church of Englandas the 
wafer cake : which was moreſcandaloully abuſed in pope- 
rie,than any thing that we injoin, yeathen the crole it ſelfe. 
For the water cake was not onely made anidoll, but ſuch an 
| idoll 
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idollas did aboliſh the verie ſubſtance of the Lords _— * Ie flall uf- 
Bor the croſle howſoener it was abuſed, yet it did not dimi- fice that the 
niſh the Sacrament of Baptiſme : but the ſubſtance remai- = be 

. 4 uchas is V+ 
ned wholy, even in the darknefle of poperie. Moreover, (1, ., 1. 
Calnin himſelfe doth not! require, that other Churches eaten at the 
ſhould follow their patterne, but profeſſeth that it 1s a- cable &c. 
gainſt equitic * thatthe Church of Geneua ſhould preiu- Booke of 
dice others. And againe, ſuch a kinde of * frowardneſle wen” = 
(faith he) is a moſt milchicuous plague, when wee would * ct. .118. 
haue the maner of one charch to preuaile in place of an y- * Cal. is «rg. 
niverſalllaw. In which point,fingular is the wiſedome and i» <4 Gal. 
modeſticof the Church of England: which intreating of 
ceremonies faith : * /n theſe owr domgs , we condemmne no other * Treatiſe of 
wations , nor preſcribe any thing but to our owne people onely : <**<Donies, 
for we thinks it connenient, that eerie comnrie ſhould ſe ſuch _— | 
ceremonies, at they ſhall thinks be#} to the ſetting foorth of Gods 
honony and glorie, cc. And although Helvetian and 
French Cities follow the fabricke of Geneua , and ſhould 
finde it commodious, yerthat will not prooue thatit is ei- 
ther neceſlaric or conuenient for the Church of England. 
For there is great difference berweene a popular ſtate and 
an abſolute kingdome : betweene ſmall territories and am- 
ple dominions : betweene the ſchoole of Geneua, and the 
renowned V niverſities of Oxford and Cambridge. Nei- 
ther is any man to be offended with the diverſitie of cere- 
monies in divers countries : for as* Socrates declireth, thoſe * Eccleſ. bifs, 
auncient Churches which imbraced the ſame religion, had {. 5. <p. 21. 
notwithſtanding varietic of ceremonies. And it is well ſaid 
of * Gregor, [n vna fide mihnl officit ſanta eccleſie conſuetu- pa, 4 epi, 
do dixerſa. Moreover Saint Awgaftines mother,haning vied OW 
when ſhe was in Africke to faſte vpon the Saturday , and « Aug, ep. 86 
comming to Millan where that was not obſerved , was 4d c:ſuan, 
doubrfull what to doe : whereupon her{onne Auſftmn asked = 
Saint Ambroſe , who anſwered : When I am heere at XMil- 
lan, I doe not faſte vyonthe Saturday * and when 1 am at 
Rome | fatte vpon the Saturday : and unto what Church ſo- 

I emer 
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exer you ſhall come, keepe the cnſtome of it, if you bre willin 
—— take nor eine feandell, And S. Auguffixe adviſed 
Caſulanys when there are divers cuſtomes in the ſame 
countreygto follow them ro whom the regiment of the peo- 
b Bpiſcops two - is committed, and to * conforme himſelfe to his owne 
inbac rew- Biſhop. Wherefore it appeareth firſt, chat divers coun- 
{i refitere tries profeſſing the ſame religion , may have divers cerc- 
&> gued fait monies. Secondly, that in Churches independent, one is 
Fas not bound of neceſſ1tic to followan other. Thirdly, that it 
diſceptatiowe i$ the dotie of everic priuate man to conforme himſeclfe ro 
ſeftare Avg. the! lawdable cuſtomes of rhe Church wherein hee liueth. 
#14. Hitherto we haue ſeenc the Archers ſhooting at the Church 
of England, but Godis her buckler, and the Almightie is 
* Gen 49. her proteQion. * So her bow abideth ſtrong and the hands of 
her armes are ſtrengthened by the hands of the Almightie God 

| of Tacoeb. Andrhus farre of the confutation. 

Theexhot= 2g Andnowmydeare brethren, lermeexhort you in 
ALY the name of the Lord Ieſus, to performe all holic obedi- 
ence to God and the Prince. For what is it which with- 
holdeth you from the cheerefull diſcharge of ſo gracious 
adutie* ifrhe ſuppoſed blemiſhes of ourchurch beincon- 
ueniences onely , how dare you diſturbe rhe peace of 
\. _ ,  theChurch for bare inconveniences © The Communion 
—_” "4 bread of * Geneua ſeemed inconvenient to Caluin : yet he 
: aduiſed his friends not tomake any tunault for a thing indiffe- 
rent : and the ſame counſell which hegaueto other, he tol- 

+ cal».epift, lowed himſelfe. In another place the * bellesar burjall did 
ſceme inconuenient, yet Ca/nm wiſhed them if it could nor 

be obtained that the Prmmce would remit it, yet not tobe clams- 

* Cal.ep. 379 7944 or contentions for ſuch a matter. In another place, the 
Malam cau holidaies and other ceremonies did ſeeme inconuenient, 
demirahu and Caluin being asked,returned thisanſwer, that * Thowgh 
quia tamen a thing impoſed ſhould bring offence and draw matters of foule 
| Pr : —_— _ conſequence after it, yet uf mit ſelfe ut be not repugnant to Gods 
na —_ 5” word, it may bee yeelded nto, eſpecially where the greater part 
pores. prenaileth, in which caſebe that 1s onely a member of that body 
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tan proceed no farther. In England thatlearned and bleficd 
Martyr M. Hooper, being eletted Biſhopin King Edwards 
time, did vehemently denie the * wearing of his epi « Att. & 
ornaments, but 7 Catzin did counſell him nor ro lO monument. 
ſtiffely againſt che cap and the rochet. And Calvin anfwer- 
ing to certaine queſtions of diſcipline, *. profeſſerh that hee ? Cale. e137. 
milliketh the frowardueſſe of thoſe men which for light ſcru- "*"- - = 
ples depart from thepublike con{emt : and hee protefted to Sts (ve 
the Engliſh Church at * Franckford, that is external rites i2, criam non 
be did ſhew himſclfe eaſie and __ Wherefore 1 wiſh that probem) no» 
you which in other things ſo magnifee and admirethe per- ?/4** «49 ?- 
ſon of Calum, wouldin this point follow the ſound judge- 77” 7 — 
ment, grave counfſell, and traftable diſpofirion of Calvin. [,,1chom. 
Bur if you ſuppoſe thoſe things which are impoſed vpon * cal.ep. 370. 
you to be «mpieties : rhen you dillent from M. Calxin,who ? £51. 200. 
though he cenſured many things in-our Charch ſomewhat 
** ſharpely, yer hee confeſſed that there was no manifeſt ** 16idem, 
impicrie , and therefore the ſuppoſed blemiſhes of our 
Church hee accounted and tearmed tolerable : bur if you 
eſteeme chem intolerable 5 remember you are men, conſi- 
der that you may be deceiued, and therefore examine your 
groundsagaineandagaine withour partiality, and carry this 
/ Criſtian minde, to forſake your ſelues to follow the trueth. 
If you beledde by example, and pin your indgementvp- 
on ocher mens fleeues, yonmuſt be content ro erm 4 
what an injurie you doeto the Church of England, in ſuf- 
fering the opinions of privare men ro over-ballance with 
you the pabhke determination of ſuch a nationall Chuech. 
Bur if you will needs leoke ypon examples ,-then behold 
the former examples of Calum, and of that glorious mar- 
tyr maſter Hooper, who though heedid long withſtand,yer 
was noi fo wedded to his owne opinion , butthat ar laſt at- 
- ter long conference, heereformed himſelfe, and yeclded 
to the publike iudgement of the Chuch of England. * 
g2 If yourclievpon reaſons artificially deduced , are 
they probable or demonſtrarie ? if probabilities _ 
I 3 what 
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what trueth is there inthe world ſo ſound, but a carping wit 
may finde ſome probabilities againſt it? The holy Scripture 
hath beene oppugned, though withourall truerh , yer with 
ſome probabiltie. And reaſon it ſelfe can borrow a reaſon 
from nacure, to reaſon againſt faith. But how ſhall the con- 
ſcience of aſubic& bee diſcharged in diſobeying the com- 
mandement of his Prince vpon deceiveable probabilities? 
Indeed,if you can produce any one neceſlarie and demon- 
ſtratioe reaſon, to prooue that the things impoſed vpon 
you arecontrarie to Gods word, then it mult needs bee 
confeſſed, that you are bound in conſcience torefraine : for 
we muſt rather obcy God then man. But whatif you thinke 
a reaſon to be neceflaric when it is not © may not you be ta- 
ken for ſuch as haue vnneceſlarihe troubled che Church of 
God? your reaſons our of Scripture againſt our orders, 
whenthey come to the ſcanning , prooue no fuch matters 
ofneceſſitie as you pretend. As for example, thoſe places 
which you vrge in ſuch peremptory maner forthe lay 'pref- 
biterie, wherein conliſteth the lite and ſoule of your deſired 
diſcipline. And whoſocuer ſhall examine the quotations of 
your admonitions to the Parliament, ſhall inde them in 
ſome part violations, of Gods holie word, What is it to 
abuſe the maicſtie of Scripture, if this benot £ 

40 Burperaduenture you willreplie , that howſoeucr 
your arguments be in themlelues, yet to you they ſeeme in- 
uinciblie ro conclude our orders to be vnlawtul : according 
tothe laying af S. Paul + [* know and am perſwaded throwgh 
the Lord leſma, that there 1s nothing vncleane of u« {elfe, but 
vnts him that indgeth any thing to be uncleane, to him it © n= 
clears. In regard wherot,many of you pretend that the con- 
formitie required # againft your conſcience : but beware 
leſt this conſcience prooue an erronious conſcience. If you 
fay that an erronious conſcience bindeth fo farre,that what- 
ſoeuer is done againſt it is linne in th e doer,and therefore 
chough contormutic in it ſelfe were lawfull, yer becauſe you 
iudge it ynlawfull, in you it were ſinne : If this be your re- 
ple, 
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plie, then tell mcel praic you, whether the crrour of the 
coniciencetake awaie the ſinne of the ſoule in diſobeying 
the lawfoll commandement of lawfull authoritie 7 If it bee 
cleerethat it doe nor,becauſe tranigre{ſion 1s rrangreſfon, 
and fines finne, though-an erroneous conſcience crie a 
thouſand times to the contrarie. Then ſce 1 beſeech you in- 
to what perplexitics you caſt your ſelues. If you ſhould 
conforme, you tell vs that you ſhould Gone, becauſe it is a- 
gainſt your conſcience; and if you do not conforme, wee 
muſt tell you that you finne, becauſcit is vniuſtifiable diſo- 
bedience. Thos if your conſcience vpon iuſt trial ſhall prouc 
erronious, you are every way ininared and intangled: but if 
you ſtand vpon the cleerir 3 of your conſcience, ,as though 
it were yoid of all errour, thenler it.ſo appeare by the holy 
Scripture, and let not ſuch vehement athrmations bee ſup- 
ported by ſuch weake and feeble inducements. It behouerh 
you which withſtand the ceremonies eſtabliſhed by the fa- 
cred authoritie of ſuch a religious Prince, and ſuch a natio- 
nall Church , to ſtand ypon ſuch pregnant and infallible 
proofes, as may vndoubredly perſwadethe conſcience thas 
the things commanded are valawtull:or if you cannot, then 
(withoutallqueition) you are bound in conſcience to re- 
forme your conſcience, or at leſt to ſuſpend your ivdge- 
ment. But how ſhall this be done 7 If heeretofore you have 
fixed dorh ejes yponthe one fide , vouchlafe now to caſt 
one cie vpon the learning, wiſdome;& grauitie of the other. 
If heretofore you haue greedily deuoured the bookes of the L- 
one, vouchſafenow without prejudice to-reade and conſi- 
der what is ſaid by the other. If herecofore you haue looked 
vpon your awne reaſonsthrough the yapour of attcion, 
and therfore have conceiued them to be greater and good- 
lier then. in trueth they were : diſpell now all miſts and 
clouds of partiallitie, and pray to God in humilitie, that his 
precious trueth may ſhine vato you. If you doethus,chen 
peraduenture thoſe reaſons which heerecofore ſeemed gi- 


ants in your cies, may proouclike lictle dwarfes z and thoſe 
I 3 which 
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which heeretoforcobrruded themlelues, to a minde ſophi- 


Rticare with partialitie as demonſtrations , may perhaps a 
reto apureand ſingle cie nothing elle bur: KF 


e collections. And for the berter performance , let mec 
intreat you to haue alwaies one ecic fixed vpon the narure 
of things indifferent, and the other vypon the dutie of a ſub- 
ie to his Soucraigne. * , 

41 Somemen will ſay that they could bee conrent to 
yeeld, bar onely becauſe they haue ſo long withſtood by 
preaching and —_ the contrarie. Thoſe men in fo 
laying, approoue the orders of the Church of England for 
lawfoll, and condemne their owne former and preſent re- 
fitance for ynlawfull : and therefore if they carrie fo tender 
a conicience as they pretend , why then dee they riot leaue 
that diſobedience which their conſcience iadgeth vnlawful, 
and imbrace that obedience which they know to be lawful * 
Bur they imagine that in fo doing their credit ſhould be ble- 
miſhed with a note of inconſtancie. As though it were any 
credit ro bee conſtant in cuill things, or any diſcredit to 
change for thebetter. Indeed a good name is a precious 
ointment, and a good reportis much to be regarded : bur 
if the queſtion come berweene you and the Prince, the 
church, and the lawes vnder which you live, Ihopeiris no 
diſparagement for you, to bow,to bend, andto learne obe- 
dience. And Iwonld with that fuch men'whichſet ſo high 
a price vpon their owne reputation would propoſe ynto 
themlelues the example of S. * Pa/, who ſought not his 
owne profit, butthe profit of many , that they might bee 
ſaucd. To ſecke the good of another is charitie. To ſecke 
theglorie of Chriſt is pietie, To preferre oar owne ctedite 

fore our obedience to the Prince in a matter of this na- 
ture is pride and arrogancie, Behold the gracious hamili- 
tie of Job, * Lee I will laie my hand vpon my mouth , I hare 
ſpoken once yet will 1 anſwey no more , yea twice, yet will 
proceed no further. Of allthe famous works of Saint Auf 
not oneof them hath parchaſed him greater glory,then his 
retraftations, 
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retratations, wherein hee diligently colleRerh his formeg_ 
errours, and ingeepenly reformeth them. Yea Saint A#* :_,vy. verrer, 
ſtin having followed Saint Cypriav in expounding aplace 1b, :. cap. ;8. 
of Scripture , and afterward finding a better expoſition in 
Tyconiusthe Donatift, did forlakeborth Cypria» and him- 
ſelfe, and thqyight it no diſcredit torcuoke his former opi- 
nion, If you hane the humilitic of Saint Aw/ſ/#n,you would 
rather ſecke Ieſos Chriſt then your owne credit. And ſuch 
ingenuous dealing would be honorable in the cies of true 
iadgement, If Saint Auſtin forfooke his owne erroprs to 
follow a trueth diſcoucred by a Donariſt , how much more 
ſhould you tmbrace the trueth, being diſcouered vnto you 
by the renerend Fathers of our Church? 

42 Someperhaps will ay, they could be content in re- 

of themlelues, butthey refraine in cegard of the peq- 
ple.But who are they which haue ſo milperiwaded the peo- — 
ple? haue not ſundrie of you in open audience diſgraced 
the gouernment of our Church as Antichriſtian, and ad- 
uanced your owne defired diſcipline , asthe ordinance of 
God © have you not framed the conceits of the people to 
imaginethat they verily behold and ſec/rhe whole current 
of the Scripture rounning that, way* haue not your inneRiiues £ 
againſt the Church of England beene as a burning fire in 
their boſome 7 Therefore it behooucth you which hcereto- 
fore haue beene ring-leaders ro diſobedience, heercafter to 
ſhew your ſclucs perſwaders and patterns of obedicnce:and 6 
as becretofore being milled your ſelues,you have milled 0- 
thers, ſo being relolued your ſelues , it is your dutic to re- 
ſolucothers. And ourhopeis, that tboſe which are other. 
wiſeminded,the Lord will in time reucale it vato them. For 
the furtherance whereof, 1 wiſh my brethren of the Mini- 
ſterie would conſider the(e inducements following. 

43 Firſt, thechargewhich Chriſt gave to Perer®® Pe- 

ter doſt thou lawe me , feede my lamber,chc. It the loue of the 
Lord Iefas bein you, forſake notthe lambes which be hath 


bought with his precious bloud. Will youlcave a monar 
| 0 
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WW. ſubſtance, for a matter of ceremonie£ a matter of necef- 
: J 


*;, Cor. 
9. 16, 


IRom.13-1, 


tic for a matter of indifferencie? Alas deerely beloued, 
* there is a neceſſitie laide vpon vs, and woebe to mee if 
Ipreach nor the Goſpell. A grane and learned Diuine and 
one that favoured your reformation , would ſometimes de» 
maund ( asI haue beeneenformed by a Miniſter of his ac- 
- 169m ad whethera gold ring were to berefuſed for a 
ftraw cleauing vnto it © ſo his indgement was that as the 
gold ring is rather better without the ſtraw , ſo the Gol- 
pell were betrerwithour the ceremonies ; yer hee did not 
compare our ceremonies to yvenome or poiſon which 
might make the gold ring to bee refuſed, but onely to'a 
ſtraw : ſo hee thought them matters of ſome inconveni- 
ence, but not ofany infeions or dangerous conſequence. 
If you my brethren will but obſerue this moderation,then 
I truſt you will not forſake the preaching of the Goſpell 
which is a ring of goldzalchough there were cleaving vnto 
it a ceremonie (as1t were) of ſtraw, 

44 Secondly, remember the commandement of God. 

* Let exerie ſonle be ſubiett ro the higher powers : behold the 
face of our gracious Soueraigne,and conſider what a griefe 
itrmuſt needs bee vnto him, to ſee thoſe which are indued 
with learning and vertue, not to have learned the vertue of 
obedience. Wee all acknowledge him to be ſupreme go- 
uvernour ouer all perſons,& cauſes eccleſiaſtical and rempo- 
rall:is he gouernour of all perſons,and ſhall he not gouerne 
you 2Do you acknowledge him gouernour over all cauſes, 
& ſhall he not appoint you whether your garments ſhall be 
blacke or white, round or ſquare * ſhall wee teach the peo- 
ple obedience,and be our ſelues examples of diſobedience? 
I pray you be adviſed in your courſes,and wiſely weigh with 
your ſelues that ſolemne oth which you have taken to the 
Princes ſupremacie when you received degrees academi- 
call, or holie orders Miniſteriall, or any inſtiration to ſpiri- 
tuall promotion in the Church of England , and conlider 
withour partialitie, whether theſe your proceedings be cor- 
reſpondent 
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reſpondent to your oth or no. 

45 Thirdly, regard your mother the Church of Eng- 
land fo wailing and wringing her hands to ſee ſuch diſtracti- 
on in het own bowels,fuch glorious ſtars toloſe their light, 
ſuch linksto be broken off trom her golden chaine.6 what a 
rent, what a grievous rent is made 1a the vaſcamed coar of 
Jeſus Chritt © you refuſe the crofle and furples for fearc of a 
ſcandall, but this renting of the Church is indeed a 
ſcandall, a moſt heauie and lamentable ſcandall. And this 
is told in * Gath, and publiſhed m the ftreets of Aſtkelon, +, cm. ., 
it makes the daughters of rhe Philiſtines reioice, and _ 
hrers of che vncircumciled triumph . For the 
ort themfelues and clap rheir hands ; while the 
godly grieueand mournein Sion. The Scri 
of the debare between the ſervants of Abraham & Lor,dorh 
adde that the * Cananites and the Perizzites dweltthen m 
the land, to fignifie that though their contention in it ſelfe 
.was cuill, yer it was worſe becavuſe the enemies of God 
which would reioice at it, were then in the land. So belo- 
ved, Ifay vnto you, theſe contentions are evill in them- 
ſelues, bur che worſe, becauſc the papiſt is now in the land. 
He delighreth himſelfe and throngh yoorAitifes taketh oc- 
ſion roblaſpheme our religion. 
ro vndermme both Church and common-wealth , while 
we are comending one with another; And as you reioite 
che Papitts , ſo you encourage the Browniſts, who builde 
their coacluſions ypon your premiſes, and 
lations in practiſe. For have nor your ri 
med that our gonernment by Bi 
gie popiſh, our miniſtring of bapt 
piſh, oor kneeling 
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re ſpeaking 


ce deuiſerh and plorteth 


your ſpecu- 


eaders proclai- 
piſh, ourlitur- 
me with the crofſe po- 
at the Commannion popiſh z our gar- 


ments for publike adminiſtration , popiſh ; oor holidares, 
ih ; and almoſt everie thing pepiſh 5 Wherefore the 
learned that rhe Pope is Antichriſt, 
urch of Rome Babylon ; and hearing a 
voice from heauen crying, mad >c—* my 5" Reu 18.4, 
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be not partakers in her ſinner, and that yee taſte not of her 
plagues : haue vpon your former premiſes, gathered a 
praticall concluſion, and made an aCtuall ſeparation and 
rent from the Church of England.And ſurely my brethren, 
as they had their original from your poſitions, ſo now they 
are ſtrengthened by your praGtiſes: for they may well thinke 
that ſuch learned and vertuous men, ſo famous and re- 
nowmed Preachers, knowing a Foe pronoxnced againſt then 
if they preach not the Gojpell, would neuer utter them- 
clues to be ſilenced for matters which they iudged indit- 
ferent, and therefore they will take it as granted , that the 


an other to lone and good works. Bend your felues to ſet- 
tle the quiet of the Church, and keepethe vnitie of the ſpi- 
ritin the bond of peace : Which 15 rather to be expected 
at your hands, becauſe the points in queſtionare the pub- 
like conſtitutions of the venerable conuocation , which is 
the Church of England repreſentatiue, in whoſe voice 
your owne voice-is included. Some peraduenture willre- 
plie thar if this reaſon be ſound , then the reuerend Mar- 
tyrs in Queene Maries tire ſhould haue ſubſcribed topo- 
perie , becauſe it was thendecreed by the Conuocation. 

| Bur 
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ButI anſwer, that there isnorthe likereaſon. For againſt 
thcir popiſh concluſions the blefled Martyrs had cuident 
and neceilary demonitration of holy Scripture,to which all 
decrres of man muſt vndoubtedly give place: but againſt 
the orders of our Church , no ſuch demonſtrations can 
be produced, Agiine, the matters they ſtood vpon, were 
ſubſtantiall points of religion, whereas our controuerhies 
are of a lower nature. And ſurely as probable induce- 
ments mult yeeld toneceſfarie , ſo amongſt probable ( of 
which ſortare all reaſons deduced from the authoritie of 
man) the priuate inult gine place to the publike. Will you 
haue the 1udgement of malter Ca/xin, in this point alſo? 
Then attend and heare a notable place which was tou- 
ched before, but deſeructh ro bee pondered againe and 
againe , his words are theſe : Quamni enim quod obtrudi- 
tur , Of [candalum afferat , & malam candam trahbat : quia 
tamen per (ſe Dei verbe nonrepugn«t , conced poteſt* maxims 
vbs mator numer peruinett, quando ei qui membrum ef} 
rantum lin corports nulla ratio ſuppetit witerius pergends : 
Let it therfore be imagined that our otders bring ſcandall, 
and draw after them a long and foule traine of inconveni- 
ences; yetlecing thatin themſelues conſidered, they are 
not repugnant to Gods word ( for this ſtill wee muſt pre- 
ſume, till thecontrarie bee prooued) andareagreed vpon 
by the greater part, yea by the ſacred Synod which 1s the 
Church of England repreſentative, and that with theroyall 
aſſent ofour Soueraigne : ſurely in the indgement of Cat- 


Bpiift.379. 


win they may bee yeelded vnto, by ſuch as are members of 


the ſame Church , neicher in this caſe can they proceed any 
furcher. Wherefore my brethren I calt my ſelfedowneat 
your fecte, and with tender teares beſeech you even inthe 
bowels of Chriſt Ieſus that you will ſeeke peace and follow 
afterir, and bee norlike to them of whom itis ſaide 3 The 
way of peace they haue not knowne. 

46 Fourthly, looke vponthoſereverend Fathers and 


Biſhops of our Church , by whoſe hands and voices that 
K 2 blelhng 
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bleſſing was powred vpon you, which made you miniſters 


ofholic things. Haue you nor at your ordination made a 
promiſe, —__ your inftirution taken areuerent oth of ca- 
nonicall obedience © Wherefore let mee exhort you which 
haue taken this oth,and being admoniihed by your Biſhop, 
oppoſe your ſelves notwithſtanding againlt the laudable 
diſcipline of our Church , toenter into your owneſoules 
and vprightly ro conſider, whether while you prerend con. 
ſcience, you doenor that which is vncomely for confſcie- 
ence ! And for our Bi[hops, 6 what an anguiſh will it bee 
ro their ſoules, if thoſe voices which ordained you,be con- 
ſtrained to depriue you? And whata comfort would it be 
both to them, and to all your brethren of the Miniſterie, if 
we might ioine together againſt the commoneenemic , and 
bee linked in everlaſting chaines of loue one with ano- 
ther © And heere moſt reuerend Fathers, though in your 
wiſedome you finde it fit thatauthorized lawes be pur ia 
execution, yet remember that the offenders are your owne 
children in the Lord , and by Gods mercie your a{l;iftants 
in diſpenſing the precioustrueth of Ieſus Chrift, aud many 
ofthem very learned and laborious in the Church of God, 
adorned wich manifold vertues and graces of the ſpirit,and 
therefore let all your proceedings towards them be with a 
tender heart and a tender hand. Confider the multitude 
of papiſts, and the inſulting of vaine-glorious Icſvits; be- 
hold how finne and iniquitie euerie where abound ; and 
what need the Church hath of their learned labours : and 
therefore in the name of God trie all meanes in Fatherly 
maner to reducethem, endeuour according to your godly 
| wiſedome to giue them full ſarisfaQtion of their doubts, 
and to make the equitie of the required ſubſcription 
plaine and manifeſt vnro them, that their conſciences be- 
ing reſolued, they may proceed as before, in the worke of 
the Lord, for this will tend much to thegloric of God,the 
goodof the Chnrch, your owne comfort,and the ſauing of 
many thouſand fonlkes. This inalldutic 1 haue adoentured 


ro 
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call ro your remembrance moſt reverend Fackers, in be- 
halle of my brethren, whereinift I ſeeme roo bolu;thattoue 
which cauſed me, muſtexcuſeme. * 992 
47 Finally,beloued;call ro mind the flocke of Chriſt, 
that depends vpon you: their profiring in religion was the 
comfort of your hearts, your oy and your crewne,the ſcale 
of your Minifterie ; they heard'you as the Angels of God, 
yea as lefns Chrift, andcould hae beene coment to have 
phrcked out therr owne' eics and have giuenthem to you, 
Andrhereforeif there be any love , any bowels of compal- 
fion, forſake not tte lambes of Teſus Chit, whereof the 
holie Ghoſt hath made you onetſeers; Forler mie tell you, 
that your loue to the flocke w_ rather like a golden 
chaine to draw you, then the pleafing of any particular 
man to withdraw you. VVhich i ſpeake leſt peraduenture 
anie of my brethren 5 vos, > the ſweete liberality of 
the Laitie, ſhould ſeeke rather to fit their humors then to 
doe their owne dutie, And heere I would exhort the com- 


mon people ro imploy their wits rather about matters of 


faith and repentance, then tointermeddle with the rites of 
the Church: for the kingdome of God confiſteth nor in 
theſe externall ceremonies, but in- righteouſneſſe & peace, 
and joy in the holie Ghoſt, They ſhall inde more com- 
fort in praier to God, in the works of charitie , and morti- 
fying the deedes of the fleſh, then in troubling themſclues 
with ſuch fruitleſle diſputes. And yet in ſome the minde 
tranſported with zeale growes verie violent , like a fire in 
their bones; And therefore hauing once this ſetled per- 
ſwaſion, that our rites are vnlawfull, they bend themſclues 
with might and maine againſt them , kindling and cheriſh- 
ing their owne opinions 1n others ; yea they will not ſpare 
their purſes but incourageand inflame menwith golden e- 
loquence, a verie potent kinde of perſwafion : but it is the 
ſhepherds dutie not to wander after the ſh , but to go 
before them like ſtars , inftruting them 7 right waie : 


ſo their zeale which now 1s miſguided , ſhall beedireted 
K 3 with 
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with knowledge, and both paſtor and flocke ſhall be pre- 
cioas-in the ejes of che Lord To conclude, let vs all pro- 
ceed-by one rule , that, wee may minde- one thing. And 
the Lord of heaveriblefle this land , both Prince and pco. 
ple. The Lord bleile this Church and the Miniſters there. 
of. O Lordan thy mercie make vp the rents and breaches 
of Sipn, O gracious father knit-our hearts rothee, and one 
to at other,gthat we may loucand teare thy name,and keepe 
the vmtie of the ſpirit inthe bond of peace, Grant this O 
Goddf all grace and peace , for thy Sonne our bleſ- 
ſed Sautour his ſake, ro whom with thee and 
.: -the boly Ghoſt be rendred all praiſe, 
=” gloric and maicſtie in the 
| Church,from genera» 
tion to generati- 
on. Amen. 
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TO THE MOST. 
REVEREND FATHER 


in God, Ricnanrp, Lord 


Archbiſhop of (anterbury his Grace, 


Primate and Metropolirane of all 
England,:d one of his Aaieftivs | 
moſt Honorable Priuic 
Councell, &c, 


He loue and dutie which 
of 1 owe to this Church of 
| England ( moſt reuerend 
Father ) haue put-into my 
BN [oj| hand this Olive branch, 
WY. | that is an exhortation to 
SA (1 holy obedience, and peace» 
—= able reſolutions, which als 
waies haue beene the crowne and glorie of a ( hrws 
ſtian. For when I pondered with my ſelfe how ſome 
of the Mmifterie ſtand -onreſolued , and that (as I 
take it ) becauſe they doe not duly conſider the nas 
ture of things indifferent , and the dutie of 4 ſubief 
to his Soueraigne ; Imu#t corfeſe that my bowels 
of compaſSion were mooued, and the fire of affeFion 
was kindled within me. And therefore although 
many learned and indicious men hane richly and 
| A 2 plentifully 


. 
T/4'9s mn 


£atirypbr, 


1B EPIS E 


Ei (40 $a (bd this drumeitt,” Jet my commiſe- 
wh Talfo hane aduentured 


to Ca iſt my poore = mto the treaſs urie, hoping that 
as they walke, among? the fruitful trees;they will not 
diſdame to pull 4 little berrie from the loweſt ſhrub. 
The princjpall marks 1 ſhoote at , ts to doe my endes 
wour to ſettle the tender and trembling conſciences of 
thoſe which are not wedded ta their owne conceits, 
but hare bene carried away rather of weakneſſe then 
of wilfulueſſe, that ſuch of them as it ſhall pleaſe the 
Londgimaybe reduced to the Tabernacles of- peace, 
and folleiathetrueth in lone. For alas who can but 
lament to;fee fo'many ſpend» their ſhort and precious 
the, i1 juch ſcandalous proſecution of ciuill contens 
tions. "ne fome.ofc them not- altogether onlike to 
Platoes. Euthyphro, | Who i Ps tnconſiderate 
torrſe Went. it all haſte to a: accuſe his own father? But 
this Chunch{God be thanked ) newer wanted a So- 
crates: to entounter and contince them , and make 
manifej?' to the zworld that they erred by miſconſtrus 
Erxondrud:Dnaduiſed zeale. O hoin much bettter had 
it, beenty to baue Contruked their labours. mn. the Lords 
evinejard, mt by bending their onted forces againſt 
Babylon, ito hang fought, the Lords battails., to the 
tomfort: of the. oily, ,t9ho then myebt baue celebrated 
their trewuph 4: tropbae,a1d decked their 
PV Tittorious 


Rr vat, 


— 
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DED 
viftorious beads With lawreall garlands ? O what 'a 
griefe ought this to be to their ſoules ; ſo to oppoſe 
themſelues againft ſuch a learned and religious 
' Church, and ' ſo onreuerently to traduce that holie 
f Booke of ( ommon Prayer, a Worke of ſo great and 
admirable excellencie * concerning Which, Imay true 
ly affirme , that it hath beene cut up like an anato« 
mie,euery Toaie of it hath beene opened, enerie core 
ner ſearched , euery rubricke ranſacked , not a word 
but hath lems Werghed m the ballance, not a ſyllable 
but hath bene 1 /ted to the cttermoſt : and yet for all 
this like to the bridze of Cacfar , the more it is. op- (A frbels 
. Ub, 4. 
pugned the ſtronger it ſtands. Than ceremontes Whers 
of may aptly be reſembled _to the" altar refed bythe 
tribe of Reuben, Gad, and the halfe tribe of Mas totus z. 
nafles, pon the paſſages of Iordan ,, at Whith the 
reſt of the the tribes were orieuouſly offended amauming 
* | thatithad beenefor ſacrifice': But "when they were 
|  trucly informed _that it was onely for a memorial 
| that they had a part inthe God of Iſrael, they were 
well content, they bleſſed God, andPhinchas fail; 
This day we Ve percemue the Lord is among vg very, 
| becauſe you haue not done this treſpaſle. I 
like miner, ſome of our brethreri hike beene offended 


At Our ceremonies, pon an erroneous magination of 


Pope ie and ſuperſtition; but the C hurch of England 
A 3 hath 


=, 


Les 


= my 
hath often manifeſted her mnocencie , and cleared 
herſelfe of thoſe imputations. And therefore we hope 
, that one day their eies being opened, and their ſoules 
ſatisfied , they will with the Princes of Iſrael bleſſe 
God,and ſay with Phinchas, This day we per- 
ceiue that the Lord is among vs, becauſe 
you hauc notdone this treſpaſle. For the fur- 
therance whereof , I doein all hunulitie preſent this 
Oltue branch onto your Grace, whoſe eminent wiſe 
dome,and godly care in ſuppreſſing innouations, and 
preſeruing the well ſetled ſtate of this flouriſhing 
Church, moſt apparent. And therefore as God hath 
direFted the heart of our religious Souerei2ne,to eſta- 
bliſh you the chiefe Paſtor and Father of our Church, 
fo Thefeech the Abughtie to ouchſafe this fruit to 
your labours , that your Grace may ſee the weake re» 
folued, the wilfull relented , the wandring reduced, 
and all of them returned to the boſome of the Church, 
like the Doue to the Arke , with leaues of Oliue in 
their mouths , in token that all gall and bitterneſſe 
being laid afide , the ſwelling flouds of diſcord are 
«ſſwaged. 


Your Graces in all humble dutic 


Francis Mazson, 
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and Conſtitutions concerning things 
and:fferent , and the obedience 


thereto required, &c, 


1. Corinth. 14. 40. 


Let all things be done honeſtly and by order, 


w, land, that weall being linked in 
& loue as it were with chaines of a+ 
3) damant,might with one heartand 

one hand, religioully build the 
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I & MN Y heartie deſire and praier is tO Theinten- 
K : N mercy,thathe would fobleſle the thisSermon. 
& -/ Miniſteric ofthe Church of Eng- 


Temple of the Lord, reverently 

rforme holy obedience to God and the Prince, careful- 

y keepe our (clues vnſpotted and vnſtained of this preſent 
world , and faithfully teed theflocke of Ieſus Chriit, that 
depends vpon vs. The comfortable accompliſhment wher- 
of, whoſocuer ſhall maliciovly binder , let him take heed 
leſt a fearefull curſe from the God of /acob, come like wa» 
ter into his bowels, and like oile into his bones; but who+ 
ſocuer ſhall praie for the peace of Jeruſalem , peace be vp- 
on him, and mercy, and vpon the Iſrael] of God. The tur- 
therance of which bleſſings to the glory of Chriſt and the 
ood of the Church ( menand bretbren beloued in the 
Lord) is the marke I aime at, and the ſcope I imcend,, that 
ve 


' 


y Almightic God the Father of ded ſcope of 


The diui- 


lion. 


Who ſpake 
theſe words. 
To'whom, 
and ypon 
what oCca- 
ſion, 
2.Pct.1, 20. 
21. 

I. Cor. 1,2. 


Rom. 15, 4+ 


. The coherence. 


weall like obedient children , may keepe the vnitie of the 
ſpiritin the bond of peace. 

2 - Now this preſent Sermon by Gods gracious aſſi- 
ſtance ſhall be divided into two generall parts: The firſt an 
explication ; The ſecond an application; a briefe applicati- 
on of the text, and amore ample application of rhe text 
to the preſent eſtate of the Church of England, of which 
two points in order , beſceching the God of all grace and 

eaceto grant VS a —_ 

And firſt who ſpake theſe words * Ir is plaine that 
the holy Apoſtle S. Pax/. And ſeeing the holy men of 
God (as in the old Teſtament ſodoubtleile in the new ) 
ſpake not by priuate motion but a: they were mooned by the 
holy Ghoft : Therefore we may truely ſay that the ſpirit vt- 
tered theſe words by the mouth of Pax/. But to whom were 
they ſpoken? wntorhe Church of God which t at Corinth, and 
tothem that are ſanttified, in Chriſt Teſus. Now what things 
ſoener were written before time , werewritten for our learning. 
Therefore theſe things concerne not the Church of Co- 
rinth onely , but the Church of England , the Church of 
Genena, and all the Churches of the Saints. Wherefore 
he that hath an eare lethim heare what the ſpirit ſaith vnto 
the Churches. Let all things be-done honeſtly and by order, 
For the plaineraccefſe whereunto , let vs firit conſider the 
coherence with that which went before. The holy Ghoſt 
in this Chapter intreateth of certaine ſpirituall gifrs and 
graces, by many reaſons aduancing the gift of Prophecie 
aboue the gift of tongues : where by the way , irmuſt bee 
obſerued , that by Prophecying is not meant foretelling 
things to come, but the word of edrfication, exhortation,and' 
conſolation, that is, the Preaching ofthe Goſpell, In hand- 
ling of whictargument,it pleaſed the ſpiritto interlacecer-' 
raine points of Charch gouernment concerning the pub- 


* licke performance of Prayer, thankeſgiuing , and prophe- 


cying, ynfolded in theſe three branches. Firſt, they which 
Tpeake publikely -in the Church , muſtſpeakein a kyowne 
tongue, ot ifthey ſpeake with ſtrange rongwer there muſt 'be 


— 


The words of the text explaned. 3 


an interpreter : Secondly , thoſe which Prophecie , mui? y,o,z. 
ſpeaks 1wo or three , and let the other wage : It one ſitting by 
hauc a rexe/ation, let the former hold his peace , and the ipirit 
of the Prophets muſt be ſubieto the Prophets. Thirdly, 
thoſe which publikely performe theſe duties muſt be men, 
and not women , for women muſt keepe ſilence in the Church. 
Now the ſpirit hauing thusas it were * ſprinkled this dil- , 
courſe with Ecclefiatticall orders, owns xr couertly to A * Sparſim dif 
ſhort bur ſharpe reprehenſion ofthe Corinthians , who as it ſerver«e de 14+ 
is probably collefted , were fo far inloue withthemſelues, *** _ * 
that they would not ſuffer their owne cuſtomes to be called 2coing 
inqueſtion, but rather went about with ſingular arrogancy, $ce Caluin 
to impoſe them vpon others, as though other Churches and Gualter 
were bound to follow their patterne. Finally there follow- = this 
eth agenerall direion concerning all Church orders,fol- —oirny 
ded vpinthele wordes, Let all chings be done honeſtly and by x1. expli. 
0 der, cation of 

4 The words inthe originall are mum wvoyyuorus x; ge the words, 
mit 11459, When itis laid ming xvitw ( Let all things bee 
done ) it 15 cleere thatthe doing heere ſpoken of,is the ſo- 
lemne performance of religious offices inthe face of the 
Church, And when it is ſaid -7w72(all rhings )without any re- 
ſtraint,iris evident that the ſpirit riſerh from the former par- 
iculars, toa generall concluſion comprehending not onely 
praicr , thankeſgiuing, and prophecying, bur moreouer 
the miniſtration of the holy Sacraments , conſecration to 
holy orders,and vniverſally the publike diſcharge of ſuch 
ſacred and reuerent duties : Concerning all which , the 
ſpirit requireth thatthey be done, firſt evoywror, that is, 
as you would ſay, after a good faſhion, confiſting in time, 
place, apparell, and other things externally required for 
the due and decent adminiſtration. They muſt have an ho- 
neſt decencie, anda decent honeſtic ; they muſt be comely * r. Cor. 
to the eie,and referred to a godly end, that is, theaduance- 10-3 G 
ment of * Gods glory and the * edification of the Church , not o——w—_ 


14-26, 


gizing (1ult occaſion of)? [candall to Jew or Gentile,or to the :, Cox, 


» Church of God. For if theſe ends muſt be duly reſpeRed to. zz. 
_— B : 
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4 Of things neceſſary and indifferent. 


in matters of common life, how much more reuerently and 
religioutly ſhould they bee regarded in the folemne ſervice 
of Almightie God © And as all things muit be decent and 
honeſt before God and men, ſoit is required jn the ſecond 
place , that all things be doneaccording to order. Which 
order, requireth authority with godly witedome in the pub- 
like ditpoler, and cheerefull , obedience with gracious hu- 
miliue 1n fuch as are ſubic& ro choſe publike conſtitu- 


The general __ 
ſ-ofthi: $5 So thistexgisa Canon of Canons for all ſnch Church 
text goucrnment, and all Eccleſaſticall Canons muſt be caſt in 


* R-zulaet this moulde: Indeed it isa golden Canon or * rule whereby 
"—— 9 all Chriitian Churches muſt be ruled . an exquiſite touch- 
(7... ,,/ tone whereatall ceremonics muſtbe tried : the beame of 
L ian/>izne the Sanctuarie whereupon all Church orders and conſhru- 
exigere co.mt- tions malt be weighed and ballanced : And therefore let vs 
went, Caimi= ſearch a little deeper, into this golden mine: For the better 
mwrivid. vaderſtanding whereof, it muit bee obſerned, that ſome 
things are neceſſarie , ang ſomethings indifferent. 
6 Neceſlarie I ca!l that which the eternall God hathrin 
his word preciſely and determinately commanded or for- 
bidden, either expreſly or by infallible conſequence. Indif- 
ferent, which the Lord hath notlo commanded nor forbid- 
den, bur is contained in the holy Scripture, rather potenti- 
ally then aftually , comprehended in generall directions, 
not preciſely defined by particular dererminations. What- 
foever God hath. in his Word preciſely commanded, fo 
farre as.it is commanded is nece(laric ro be done, torthe 
notdoing ofitis a ſinne, Whatſoeuer-God hath forbid- 
den, ſolong as itis forbidden , 15 necefſarie to bee left vn- 
done; for the very doing of it is a finne.,VWharſoeuer is net- 
ther commanded nor forbidden, that ( whether it concerne 
Church orcommon-wealth)is Ictt to the Lords vicegerents 
vpon earth, who according to the exigence of the ſtare,may 
by their diſcretion command it to be done, or to be left vn- 
done; and both without finne. Intheholy Scriprure ſome 


Heb, 9, 10; tings were commanded for a ſeaſon, as the ſacrifices - the 
aw : 


The fic ob. 


ſeruation, 


| 
| 
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Of thmgs neceſſary and indifferent. 5 


Law : forbidden for a ſeaſon, as the meats mentioned in the 
xj. of Lewitici : Indifterent for a ſeaſon, as the place of cre- 
Qing, altars before the fabricke of the Tabernacle. Some { 
things were enerlaſtingly commanded, as to feare God,and ; 
to keep his commandements: euerlaſtingly forbidden,as all 
finne and wickednefle : eucrlaltingly leftindifferent, where- 
of many examples might be giuen, in meare, drinke, appa- 
rell, and matters of ſuch outward condition and qualitie. 
For iome things are correſpondent to the Law written in 
our hearte, that 1s, the Law oft hamanenature, which confi- 
dered inthe originall beantie and brightnefle is the ſamein 
ſabſtance with the Law Morall, and theſe are in their owne 
nature good and euerlaſtingly ro bee imbraced : ſome 
things are repugnant ro it, and theſe are in their owne 
naturceuill and cucrlaſtingly ro beabhorred, Some things 
the ſacred Law ot our n ture hath lett arbitrary , and theſe 
are in themſelucs and of cher owne nature indifterent. Bur 
it muſt bee noted that ſvch things as the Law of nature 
hath lefr indiffcrent, may notwithſtanding become neceſ- 
faric by the force and vertue of ſome other comman- 
dement diuine, as for example : The cating of Swines fleſh Leuit, x1. p. 
is a thing in the owne nature indifferent: yet there was a ne- | 
ceil;ticlaid vpon the Jewes to forbearcit , becauſe it was 
forbidden by the Law ceremonaall,which Law ceafing, that 
neceliitieccaſed, and fo it returned to the originall eſtate, 
and became indittercnr, as in nature ſo 1n vſe. Likewiſe, to 
drinke wine, or to abſtaine fromit, is athingin nature in- 
different, but being ſanttifyed by the Lord lefus to a facra- 
mentall vie, it1s not in the power of man tocancell or dif- 
anull the holy inſtitution of that heavenly Lawginer. And 
heere it muſt be conſidered, thatthere are ſore comely rites 
and decent orders whereof we finde not preciſe comman- 
dement in the holy Scripture, which notwithſtanding the 
Scripture teſtifieth ro haue beene very preciſely obierued 
by the Apoſtles and apoltolicall men and are of ſuch na- 
ture , that they agree to all places and ages: in which re- 
ſpet,they may aptly be reduced things necellary:becauſe 
, 2 the 


6 Of toingsneceſſarie and mdifferent. 


the holy Ghoſtlo exquiſitely recording theexaRt obſerua- 

tion of them by the blelled Apoſtles, may ſecme to have 

i Cal, inft, pointed them outto all poſteritie , as a patterne to be vn- 
Lb.4.3 .16. changeably followed. This is the iudgement of M.* Calvin 
bs concerning impoſition of hands inthe conſecrating to holie 
orders. Although (faith De) chore be extant no cert «ine pre< 

cept of impoſition of hands yer becauſe we ſee that it was continu« 

nually ſed of the Apeſtles , that their /o exatt obſernation 
fhoulTbe to vin place ef aprerept. So concerning the tran- 

{lation ofthe Sabaorh, from the Saturday to the Lords day, 

it is cerrainiEthat there 1s no ſpeciall commandement in ho- 

* Exod.20-8 ly Scripture z yet becauſe God hath commanded that the 
wk My + ſeuenth day ſhall be kept * holy and gloria to himſclfe, and 
_l = > becauſe the Iewiſh Sabaoth was a * ſhadow and in that re- 
FT ſpeR abrogated ; and ſoraſmuch as it was tranllated in the 

poſtlestime, and that withour all doubt by appoſtolicall 

authoritie , ſeeing the Scripture doth witnefle that the 

9 Reu, 1. 10. * Lords day was not only renowned with diuine revelations, 
but alſo obſerued by the* Apoſtles themſelues: And foraſ(- 

much as it ſtandeth ypon ſuch excellent reaſons, as are 

vniuerſall for all places, and perpertuall for alltimes, being 

(as it were)conſecrated by the reuerent conſent of the Chri- 

ſtian world ; therefore this praftiſe may be vnto vs in ſtead 

* AR. 20.7, ofaprecept : It may be reputcda thing neceſlarie,and ne- 
x. Cor.16, yerto bechanged. Now toapply theſe diſtinions to our 
ma preſent —_—_ the religious duties of which we ſpeake,are 
the preciſe and euerlaſting commandements of Ieſus 
Chriſt, in regard of their ſubſtance, as may appeere, firſt in 
preaching and baptiſing : * Goe teach all nations , baptiſmng 
them in the name of the Father, the Sonne , and the holy Gho#t, 
(and) behold 1 amwith you alwaies wntill the end of the World. 
I am with you my Diſciples and Apoſtles in teaching and 
Bapriſing, I am with you vntill the end of the world. or it 
is a clecre caſe, that the Apoftlesdid not live vntill the end 
ofthe the world, therefore the ar] ofitis, Iam with 
you, and your ſucceſſours the lawfull Miniſters of the Gol- 
pell, ynuill the endof the world. Wherefore the promiſe 


* Matth, 28, 
19, 20, 
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is petpetuall, and conſequently the dutie of reaching and 
baptiſing. So in the otherSacrament, © Doe this in remens= * 1, y1e a1, 
brance of me : there isa commandement for the celebration 19. 
of the Lords ſupper: & when Pax! ſpeaketh of ſhewing forth 
the Lords death wntill his 7 commmg ; hee declareth that the ? r. Cor, 
former commandementis perpetuall. Wherfore that there 11+ 26, 
ſhall be a Miniſterie in the Church viſible to teach the 
word , and to Miniſter the holy Sacraments , is the euerla- 
ſting ordinance of Ieſus Chriſt. Notwithſtanding ineuery 
one of theſe branches,there is ſomewhat indifferent. Thar 
there ſhall be a Minittrie is a thing neceſlarie , and itis * ne- * 1 Cory. 
ceſſarie that they feed the flocke of lefus Chriſt : Bur whe. _ 
ther they ſhall execute their publike funRion in a white 
arment, ora blacke , God hathneither commanded nor 
torbidden, he hath left it as a thing indifferent. Likewiſe,to 
Baptiſe, is the perpetuall commandement of Tefus Chriſt: 
but whether the water ſhall be in a font, or a baſon,whether 
to be applied by dipping or ſprinkling once orthrice, God 
hathneither commanded, nor forbidden, he hath left it as 
athing indifferent. In like maner the celebration of the 
Lords ſupper is a thing commanded:but whetherthe bread 
ſhall be leauened or vnleauened , whether it ſhall be baked 
ina loafe, or in a cake, ronndor ſquare, God hath neither 
commanded nor forbidden, he hath left itasa thing indif- , Matth, 28 
ferent, So in theſecond courſe of this celeſtiall banquer zz, 29, 
® thecup isneceſlarie, rhe Popiſh withholding whereof is 
the violating of Gods holy ordinance, Butas M. Caluin 
faith, ** Rubrum 1 album nikil refert , that isthe kinde or 
colour ofthe wine, be it red or white isnor materiall tothe ** Cal. Inſt. 
being of the Sacrament. Againe, wine being liquid , muſt 4+ 37- 43+ 
needs bein acvp, or veſlell: bur whether this cup ſhall be 
old or filuer,wood or itone, God hath neither comanded 
nor forbidden,he hath lefi ir as a thing indiffcrenc, Where- 
fore it is acleere caſe , that ſome things are neceffaric, ſome 
things indifferent. Things neceſlarie, are the weightier 
matters of the Law: Things indifferent may be well compa- 
red to Mint and Commun. _ neceflarie. areregiſtred 
; 3 in. 
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in the Tablcs of the Almightie, that is, in the volumes of 

holy Scripture, (for whatloeuer is nccefſarie for mee either 

to belecgue, or to doe, or to leave vndone, that I may pleaſe 

: Gal. r. 8, Godinthis life, and inherir glorie in the life to come. All 
* Caluin.In, that is richly contained in hohe Scripture , ether direftly, 
4.19. 3%. orbyinuincible conſequence : ) but things inditterent are 
T.C. vide thereratherin an vnlimited gcneralitie then in any dilt;nct 
ob oy we and particular maner. Finally things necefſarie God hath 
2. pag. $6, relerned to himſeltfe,no men, no ' Angels have authoritie 
* Hec indiffe- toalter them : Bur things inditterent being of a * variable 
rentia ſwnt & nature, arc referred tothe * diſcretion of the Church, as 
mn," may appeere bythe words of my text. Wherein the fpiric 
4," ſpeaking to the Churches, willeth ali things ro be done at- 


Cal. Inft, 4. | 
I7. 43- cera good maner : not defining what 11aner . but retcrrins 


all co the diſcretion of the Church, ſo things be ordeicd in 
an honeſt and decent maner. 
The ſecond 7 Secondly, when the ſpirit ſaith vnto the Churches, 
obſeruation. To ull ehings be done decently . It may bee demanded , who 
ſhall bethe judge of decency © Tome it{cemerh an hon ſt 
Fs Rue and decent ceremonie, ro kneell at the holie Communion: 
* T.C.vide {ome hers do rather delight to receiue * ſitting: and ſome 
Arch. Whit, Peraduenture will preferre ſtanding or walking. To mee a 
pag. 596. & White garment ſeemeth comely in publike adminiſtration : 
deinceps. ſomeothers doe rather allow of the * blacke. Now in this 
+ _ dif. yarictic of opinions, who ſhall be the iudge © who ſhall go- 
$i dc coloje @. YErne and ſwaiethe matter © Surely, they whom the Lord 
gitwr, ib; hath made Church gouernours. It private men will make 
quidem mags publike orders, and require vs to accept of them;they muſt 
decorw niger (hey their commiliion : Otherwiſe we muſt take that for 
color viderwr, 1 centin thingsindifferent, which ſeemeth decent in the 
cicof publike authoritie. And verilie for private men to 
range without the compaſle of their calling, and vpon 
their priuate opinions, to controle the publike iudgement 
of the Church, in a matter of decencic, is in mine opinion 
a matter yery _vndecent. Likewiſe , ſeeing the ſpirit hath 
ſaid, Let all chings be done by order; therefore doubtles in the 
Church of God there muſt be an order. But who ſhall ap- 
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Cautions for making of Canons, 9 


point rhisgrder © ſhall every man doe whathe hiſt * that 
were dilorder, Shall private men make publike conſtituti- 
ons 7 that were againſt good order. Therefore it remain- 
eth tha: they oncly haue authoritie to make Church orders, 
whom the Lord hath made Church gonernours. Now mn 
an abſolute kingdome , as this of * England, the King by «gs, rgy, 
the law ot God, is the onely ſupreme governor of all 7 per- Cook. de 
ſons andcanſes © Ecclefiafticall and Cia1ll within his owne iure Regis 
kingdome : Therctore the King and thoſe which vnderthe- _ 
King have the regiment of the Church, lawfully commir-/,\ _ = 
red vnro them , haue lawfull authoritie ro make Church-* The third 
orders. obſeruation, 
$8 Thirdly, though Church gouernours may make Rv 13: 4+ 
Church lawes, yet chey $7 Tor Ebliſh whar they lift. — 
God hath * inrailed their authoritie with cerraine bounds ,, :o, Le. 
and hmits which they may nor patte. All their Canons mult vir. 24- 16, 
be framed according to the generall Canons of the hohe Num.15. 35, 
Scripture, whichqay aptly bee reduced to theſe two ex- P*%*+ 13+ 5 
prefied in my text. Let all things be done honeſtly avid by per I 
order : Firlt , honeſtly , that is (as was before declared) in aiſles 
decent ſort, with relation to the glorie of God , and the vagam «ffre- 
edification of the Church, withour ſcandall. Secondly, ac- 1m4** lieem. 
cording to order, for God isthe God of order, andnort of chamgſes wy 
contuſion. Now if all things 1n the Church muſt be done, ea, 


decently, then nothing may be eſtabliſhed which is baſe or cundedir, Cal. 


.,beggerly: The ceremonies of the Churchthough they can« in buxc locum, 
not alwaies be coſtly, yet they muſt alwaies be .comely; A- 


gaine, if all things bce decent, then religious folemnities 
mult be performed with grauitie : magnificent they may be 
and ſumpruous , according to circumſtance of time, per- 


ſon, and place : but alwates without vanitie, wichourlpaws .-- QB 
rious pompe, or meretricious-branery. It all rmngs:maſb © + 
be donerto theglory of God, OY becttabli- vs 
ſhed in ſuperſtitious or idolatrous maner , #0rvhat were” re« 


pugnantto the glory of his maiettic : then nothing muſtbe 

eſtabliſhed contrarie tothe Scripture, tor tharwere repug- 

nant tothe glory of hiswiſedomp: thenthings indifferent 
| mu 


10 ' (autions in making of Canons. 
muſt be eſtabliſhed as indifferent, not as meritorious or ſa- 


* Gal. 5. 2, f0nor "ſalvation: for this were repugnant ro the glorie of 
Sce Caluin his grace. If al! things mult bee done to edification , then 
ypon that - the cetemonies of the Church muit not be d.rke and 


Pace, dumbe, but ſo clecrel —_—_ that enery man may hnow 
, what they meane, and to whatv/e they ſerve, It all things 


— 


to imprint in mens mindes ſome renerend myſteric of re- 
* Tertul. de ligion', as when ſhe appointed thrice * powring on of wa- 
coron, mili- ter in Baptiſme, ſignifying the trinnie of the perſons , or 
ak an onceto # fignifie the vnitic of the Godhead, or cls ſome 
lib o& ©P'*- anRificd affeRion, as when we pray kneeling by the bend- 
.primo , | 
4t. ing of the knee lignifyng the bending of the heart, or con- 
Intribus mer- felle our faith ſtanding , to beroken our boldneſle : or els 
ſenibu: perſo- ſhe deſireth to kindle devotion , as when ſhe praiſeth the 
We in ng Ord with the melodie of muſicks : or to put menin minde 
rd Farley of their dutie, & 1 o the blacke garment may admonith the 
patis ;. Miniſter of grauitic, the * white of puritie, The ornaments 
PP of the Vniuerſitie may admoniſh the people to honor him 
_ whom the Church hath honored , and may put the Mini- 
Mic - ror , ter in minde ofhis dutie, __ he hath receiued the en- 
Zipp. poli, ee. ignes of learning and vertue. Finally, even things of infe- 
cleſ.ub,t, rior regard, muſtin their kinde tend to edification. The ve- 
cep.12. ricbelles muſtgiuca ccrraineſound, that it may appeere 
Symbolum i®- en they call vs tothe Church, when they warne vs to 
mocen *&  praiefortheſicke, when they fignifie thata brother or ſiſter 
ſantbicats PA 5 . 
Zexch, de op. is departed. Yeathevery Pulpets and ſcars muſt beſo pla- 
redemp, cap. ced, as every man may conuenicntly heare: ſocuery thing 
G6, according to hisnature and degree mult be referred ro ed1- 
fication. If all things muſt be done witho ndall, then 
nothing which is ſinfull may be eſtabliſhed : for all finne is 
of ſcandalizing nature; yeacuenthings indifferent, where- 
inis apparant danger of ſuperſtition or idolatric , arcto” be 
EET TIT: remooucd : 
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(autions in making of Canons. I1 
remooued : for we muſt abſtame from all appear ance - enull, 


If all things muſt bee done in order, then contuſion by all 


meanes mult bee auoided, and conſequently the Church 
muſt not exceed in ſuperflunie of ceremonies, leſtreligion 
itſelf be ouerſhadowed(as it were a grape)with much abun- 
dance of leaves. If all things mu onein order, then 
the Lay-man muſt not bee ſufferedto intrudehimſelfe into 
the offc of a Miniſter, in miniftring the Word and Sacra- 
ments : nor the inferior Miniſter to vſurpe that which 
belongeth to the Biſhop, but every man mult keepe his 
owneranke, and therein proceed according toorder. And 
that no marvel, ſceing the whole fabricke ofthe World, 
both the celeltiall orbes and the globe of elements are fra- 
med and vpholden by order. The fixed ſtarres in their mo- 
tions and reuolutions, keepe amoſt firmeand fixed order, 
ThePlanets, though compared with the fixed , they may 
ſeeme to wander, yet in trueth they obſerue a moſt certaine 
and neuer wandring order. The day in opening and clo» 
ſing, the Moone in waxing and waining, the fea in ebbing 
_ flowing , hauetheir interchangeable courſe, wherein 
they continuean vnchangeable order. The Srorke, Swallew, 
Tuwrtle,and * Crane, knowe their appointed time,*&5 the Cranes 
doe alioflicin order. The * Graſhoppers have no King, yet 
goe they foorth all by bands. The Bees are little cteatures, yet 
are they great obſeruers of order, Amongſt men in peace 
nothing can flouriſh, in warres nothing can proſper withour 
order. Order proccedeth fromthe throne of he Almigh- 
rie, it is the beaggie of nature,the ornament of Arte, the har- 
monie 0 rid. Now ſhallall things be ia order, and 
the Church of God onely without order © God forbid. 
The Church isa * Garden incloſed, and a garden mult be in 


Jn } 0% tou, 


Is 5x wry: 
1. Theſ.5.22. 


T Ter. 8, 7. 
* Cicero de 


natura decor, 
lib. ſecuado, 


2 Pro.3z0. 37, 


order. The*houſe of God,and Gods houle ſhould bein or- * ©29t. 4-124 


der; an * armewith banners , and an armie ſhould bee mar- 


+1, Im, 


ſhalled in order. Therefore in the Church of God, Let al ; "Cane. 6.9. 


things be done honeſtly and by order. 


9 Fourthly, wee may obſerue, that as Church gouer- The fourth 
nours may make Church lawes, fo all that liue inthe bo. obſcruation, 


lome 


00d lawes neceſſarte; 


iz Obſeruation of 2 

ſome of that Church, muſt reſpeRively obſerue rhe ſame: 

For otherwiſc how cal all things be done honeſtly and aC- 

cording, tO order? Theretore 35 the enacting of good 

« Tamas  lawes, 10 the obſeruation of chem is” nece{[aric. But ſome 
ſine obſervats will 1-maiid; what degree © neceſſinie1s required, wherher 

—_— 2 humane lawes doe ſo binde the conſcience,rbar te not ob- 4 

ſtis loquer ſcruing of them be afinne*” hereto it may bee anſwered, 

ec.Calu.inſt. that (tO peake properly ) God onely raignetht in the con- 

15 the tranſgrell on of the law, 


4 cap. 10. /-5- {CIENCes of men, and ” ſfinne?1 
when Gods law 18 


R RIP that iS, « of law Diuine : Notwithſtanding) 
gl ſo intwined with mans law chat Mans law cannot be broken 
fGods law,then the breach of mans 


| Therefore if an Ecclc Galticall Ca- 


promp! lawfull , in alawfoll maner to Aa 
ba poſteriore? lawfull end, by awfall zthoritie, according © the genera 


(eccleflaſtices) ryles of Scripture » containing in it notÞ1Pg repugnant t9 


non eſſe þ4- . 
ſ Scripture, nothing contrarie t© faith or go0d Maners, then 


o bu- 
| — adi that law 15 approouedin the ſight of the Almighnie : and 
onibus quan ſeemetN to* Caluin and other learned Divines » nor Mecre” 
TOP ly hamane, but in ſome ſort Diuine.And in the indgement 
fs ns Las f,; of Bees Joth ſo farre binde the conſcience , that 0 man 
mendate, & © wilfully tranſgreſle ir wirhout Gnne. And although me 
« of be indifferent » YE being lawfully com- 


—— 


quidam «p- things WE ſpeak | 
jovew manded, NC obſcruarion of them is notathing indifferent, | 
_ £5, but -=ceſlarie, becauſe the Lord harh ſaide,” Let enery ſonle | 
\Cal.iw 1: Cor, Of ſmbreit ro.the higher power: And though the omiſſion of a ce- 
14. oy inſt. 4- vemonts ; bee in #t [elf * {mall matter , YET 1 
10. 30. ſtanceof authoritie, # #9 onal matter, 10! whoſoener reſift- 


__ —_ eth power reſteth the ordinance of God , and | 
ng ae * ſballreceime 10 themſelnes condemnation : andtherefore ve mu 
be ſubiett for conſcience ſake. Bot heere peraduenture it will 


9 Rom, 13+% 
+15" be demanded, how this doth ſtand with Chriſtian hbertic 
know that Chri- 


rm — w_—_—_—_— 


Kianlibertie cON 
(God forbid ) t =: were fantaſtica | an 
But (to touch it (0 Farre as CONCErnes our preſent purpoſe ) 


iatheſc branches follow1Pg- Firſt we are not uedto por 
| that 


xy 


—— GE — 


and ſtandeth with Chriſtian libertie, x 3 


that paterne , but being within our ſelues a Church, not 
depending vponany other : our Church gouernors have 
libertie to eſtabliſh whatſoeuer(being in it ſelfe indifferent) 
ſhall to their wiſedome ſeeme moſt expedient; alwaies pro- 
uided, tizat allthings bee done honeltly and inorder, Se- 
condly , this is our libertie, that things indifferent being 
eftabliſhed, we retaine them not asa part of divine worſhip, 
not as meritorious or ſatisfatorie,not as necellarie to rofl 
fication or faluation, but onely ' for diſcipline and orders (ke. 
Thicdly,ifthere ſhal happen any contempt or irrexerence,they * Treatiſe 
may be altred and changed , - lawfull authoritie , which ®fceremo- 
may likewiſe * ordaine and publiſh ſuch further ceremonies or s Afor 
rites 44 may bee moſt for the adnancement of Gods glory , and yniformuie, 
therefore they are not eſtabliſhed as perperuall, bur ſo long * Where ir 
asinthe eic of publike indgement they ſhal ſeeme conuent- is deftiture 
ent & profitable for the Church of Chriſt.But ſome perad- _ ncaa 
venture will replie and faie : If things indifferent be fuch,as many —ng 
God hath not commanded , We ſhould the Church preſumeby 


7 preſume to impoſe them vpon vs, and lo abridge our li- any decree 
bertie which C ath not age] anſwer, thatit isno Þ — 
reſumption at all, bur the lawful vſe ofTawfull authority: , 1.1 
For things are either commanded of the Lord, or forbid- Lord hath 
den, or left indifferent. "That which God hath certainely giueo. 
commanded , man may not forbid : that which God hath T-C- lib. r, 
certainely forbidden, man may not command or impoſe by \*$; '**: 
any law. For that in the iudgement of S. Auſtin deſeru- im bg" 
eth not the name ofa * law which inioines chings vnlewfoll. cenda ſunt 


——— —_ 


Againe, 1f authoritic command the ſame thing which God ut putanda 
commandeth, or forbid that which he hath forbidden, this [21942 ho- 
is notthe enaGting ofa new law , but a dutifull declaration'q;u,, 
and due execution of Gods law, But thoſe: things which auguſt.de 
God hath neither commanded nor forbidden, he-hath-left Cu. D. 1.rg. 
to be diſpoſed by the Jaw of man. -In which cale the Soue- = thy 
raigne may command his ſubje&, and che Charch her chil- gums 
dren; and jt is the durie of the inferiovt therein to, beobe- 109 wuſtum 
diene. He that denieth this, taketh away the Sunge oo of cit, Grar. 
the world, diſlolueth yniuerſally he fabricke of gouera, Git.r, cap.z, 
as fon ment, 


14 The Church may cenſure. 


ment,ouerthroweth families, corporations, Churches, and 
kingdoms, and _— all things in the diſmall darkneſle 
of Anarchie and confuſion. And though this be in ſome 
ſort the abridging of thy libertie , yet it1s for the common 
good, and according tothe rules of equitie, and the Prince 
or Church in ſo commanding thee, doth no further abridge 
thy hbertie then God doth allow them toabridge ir. 

The ff ob- 10 Laſtly, when it is faid vntothe Churches , Let al 

ſeruation, things be done , it is plaine that this dutic is laid vpon the 
Churchto prouidethat theſe things bee effeCtually done ; 
andeonſequently , that God which gaue her this charge, 
hath armed her with anthoritie. She may cenſure diſobedi- 
ent children : God hath given to his Church in all ages,nor 
onely a rule for dire&ion, but a rodde of correQion : this is 
theiudgement of all learned men , as appeeres by the pra- 


&iſe of the whole Chriſtian world. And thus much of the 


explication, and ſo 1 come to the application. 
The appli- 'xx Hyitherto you have ſcene the ballance of the San- 
cation. Qtuary : Now 1tremaineth rthatthe Canons and Conſtiruti- 
onsofour own Church be weighed & examined in this bal- 
lance. Wherein, alchough I acknowledge that lawes ſo- 
lemnly eftabliſhed doe rather require obedience then diſ- 
putation : yet becauſe the lawes vnder which wee line , are 
' ſuch ( God be thanked ) asneed notto ſhunne the light : 
and forafmoch as many { otherwiſe vertuous and well di- 
fpoled mindes , andfome of them very learned and labori- 
onsintheChurch of Chriſt ) while they haue trauclled in 
waghtier matrers, have miſtaken ſome things of lefler mo- 
ment: Therefore giue me leane jn the ſprrit of meeknefle to 
mtrutihem that arecomrarie minded: which I doe nor 
rocalf the preſent lawes in queſtion, I hane no ſuch mean- 
ing, bet'to quiet and ſettle the vnrefolued conſcience, that 
; tharwWemey all petforme cheerefull obediencero God and 
che Prinee,” And # any man thinke that rhis $iſcourſe were 
more feaſonable in an affemblic of Miniſters , fer them 
conſiders Firit, that rhis famous auditorie is furniſhed with 
a reat humber of the Minifterie : Secondly, that this au 
yotig ct P ACE 
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Proceeding in making of Canons. 15 


place of iuriſdiftion : Thirdly, that the handling of theſe 
points is very profitable for the people ; for the true know- 
ledge of theauthorine of the Princein things indifferent, 
is the very foundation of Chriftian obedience. And though 
I know that the handling of theſe points 1s very ſabie@ to 
cenſure, yet for my brethrens ſake of the Miniſtrie, my hart 
is turned within me,and my bowels of compaſſion are row- 
Jed rogether, and therefore I am reſolued ro wadethrough 
honour and diſhonor, good report and bad report, for the 
workes ſake which I couctto performe. Now this applica- 
tion by Gods grace ſhall bee divided into three generall 
parts. Firſt, a declaration, that in the Church of England 
the principall points ( for the time will not ſuffer mee to 
Gaakook all ) arc eſtabl:ſhed, Tone and in order, Second- 
ly, a confutation of certaine gencrall exceptions to the con- 
trarie, Thirdly, anexhortation to keepe the vnitie of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace. And to begin with the declara- 
tion ; let vs firſt declare the order which our church vſeth in 
making of Chnrch orders. 
12 Bythe ancient lawes of thisrealme, this kingdome 


of ENGLAND &# an abſolute Empire and * Monarchie, ' Sit Edw. 
conſiſting oF one head, which is the King, and of a bodie _ de 
b - ire Re 
ecclelſ. 


politike, which bodie politike the Jaw dinideth intotwo ge- 
nerall parts, the Cleargie and the Laitie . Now the King of g, þ, 
England being an abſolute Souerajgne , and conſequently 
by the law of God ſupreme gouernour ouer all perſons and 
cauſes Ecclefiafticall and Temporall,within his owne domi- 
nions, may by the ancient prerogatine and lawes of England, 


make an Eccleſiaſticall} commuſſion , by admiſe whereof, or of , |, 4 
the * Metropolitane , he may according to his Princely wifes » 4 & for y. 
dome, ordaine and publiſy ſuch cer emonier, or rites, as ſhall be niformitie, 


mo#t for the aduancement of Gods glorie , rhe edjfication of his 
Church, and the due renerence of Chrifts hoty myſteries and 


Sacraments, And itis further enacted by authoritie of * Pay- ? Anno 25, 


liament, that the Connocation ſhall bee alſembled alwaies by H 5. 
vertue ofthe Kmgs Writ, and that their Canons ſhall not be 
pur.in execution,vnleflethey be approoued by Royal aſſent, 

C 3 According 


